
1 | P a g e 
 

Advancing oral health in the South Pacific 

2024 
Annual Report 

 



2 | P a g e 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome & Thank You 
 

The two words that spring to mind when summing up 2024 
must surely be άchallengingέ and άencouragingέΦ 
 

On the one hand, there were the challenges presented by three 
major tropical cyclones ς Judy, Kevin and Lola ς which hit in 
March and November 2023 along with their resulting States of 
Emergency which extended into 2024. 
 

Plus, there was the impact of the year-long ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ strike on 
the Gudfala Tut supervised tooth brushing program.  
 

But then, on the other hand, the year was extremely 
encouraging in the following key areas of activity: 
 
 

 
 

1. Gudfala Smile Nurse Training Course ς After considerable delays, the Gudfala (pr Goodfella) Smile Nurse 
Training Program, commenced in May to enthusiastic reviews, particularly from the participating nurses. 
 

2. Gudfala Tut Skul ς The Vanuatu Ministry of Health (MoH) announced they would be assuming full 
responsibility for the Gudfala Tut Skul (pr Goodfella Toot Skool) supervised tooth brushing program, by 
incorporating it into their existing Health Promoting Schools Program, for Grades 1-8. 
 

3. Gudfala Smile Pre-School Program ς With the MoH focusing on supervised tooth brushing for school-aged 
children, under the banner of άGudfala Tut ς IŜŀƭǘƘ tǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎέ όD¢-HPS), MSM  will now focus on 
supervised tooth brushing in playgroups and ECCE (Early Childhood Care & Education) under the banner of 
άGudfala Smile Pre-School Programέ (GS-PSP) 
 

4. Oral Health Pacific Islands Alliance (OPIA) ς It is exciting to see that Vanuatu will be hosting the 2025 OPIA 
conference on oral health, 1-4 September 2025, in Port Vila, because of their increasing prominence in oral 
health. 
 

5. Oral Health Policy & Strategic Action Plan ς Having assisted in writing the very first National Oral Health 
Policy 2019-2023, (back in 2018) it was a privilege to be involved in its revision, now called the Vanuatu 
National Oral Health Policy and Strategic Action Plan 2024-2030 
 

6. Gudfala Tut Paste ς The popularity of our Gudfala Tut Paste, developed six years ago in association with 
DentaLife Australia, has inspired us to investigate ways to expand production, making it available to the wider 
community. Plans and negotiations are well advanced, with the key goals of the venture being to: 
     - generate income to support oral health programs 
     - build local Vanuatu industry and employment and 
     - ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ±ŀƴǳŀǘǳΩǎ prominence in oral health 

  
7. Tooth Buddies ς Still in its early days, but the strategy of linking individuals and communities through Tooth 

Buddies, to generate awareness and funding for our oral health activities and programs, continues to grow.  
LǘΩǎ also finding a new application, as a way of targeting sales of Gudfala Tut Paste to tourists and supporters, 
through a fundraising sample/information pack.   

 
In looking forward to the year ahead, there is no doubt more challenges will present themselves.  But we remain 
confident that we are on a clear path, supporting and expanding oral health, while building local ownership and 
sustainability. 
 
 

To all our supporters, plus those who have provided advice and encouragement, we take this opportunity to say a 
massive THANK YOU.  !ŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ individuals, groups and companies that we can 
continue our work.   
 
 

I know iǘΩǎ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊ-used cliché, but there is no doubt that improved oral health, specifically through establishing the 
habit of brushing teeth at the earliest possible age, άƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜέΦ  tƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ŀ ƭƛŦŜǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
improved overall health. 
 
 

With your help we look forward to 2025! 
 
 
Rob Latimer 
Co-founder Medical Sailing Ministries Inc. 
Responsible for communications, development and operations 

 

Rob Latimer & Mike Clarke on the ground in Port Vila, 2024 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ByDzLfP214
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ByDzLfP214
https://msm.org.au/gudfala-tut/
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/moet.gov.vu/docs/ecce-reports-and-policies/Vanuatu%20National%20Early%20Childhood%20Care%20and%20Education%20Framework.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/971331526343289/posts/3089522477857506/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/yuriko-harada-972a9b175_vanuatu-oralhealth-globaloralhealthactionplan-activity-7258218845453103104-URyt/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/yuriko-harada-972a9b175_vanuatu-oralhealth-globaloralhealthactionplan-activity-7258218845453103104-URyt/
https://msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2021/08/Vanuatu-National-Oral-Health-Policy-2019-2023.pdf
https://msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2021/08/Vanuatu-National-Oral-Health-Policy-2019-2023.pdf
https://vbtc.vu/vanuatu-takes-major-step-forward-with-new-oral-health-strategy-for-2024-2030/
https://vbtc.vu/vanuatu-takes-major-step-forward-with-new-oral-health-strategy-for-2024-2030/
https://toothbuddies.com.au/
https://toothbuddies.com.au/
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Charitable Status 
Medical Sailing Ministries Inc. (MSM Inc.) is an Incorporated Australian Association and a registered health 
promotion charity with tax deductible gift recipient status.  Our ABN is 28 775 729 364  
 
 

Affiliations  and Partnerships 
Our key partners and affiliates for in-country work are: 
 

¶ PCV Health (An outreach of the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu)  www.pcvhealth.org  
¶ The Vanuatu Prevention of Blindness Project ABN 74419189348  
¶ The Integrated Oral Health, Eyecare and ENT Unit in the Vanuatu Ministry of Health 

 
 

Contacts 
Coordinators:  Mike Clarke & Rob Latimer, c/- 29 Wonga Rd, Ringwood North, 3134  VIC Australia 
E:      msmvanuatu@gmail.com    W:    www.msm.org.au   
 
 

Donate 
If you would like to donate to the work of Medical Sailing Ministries Inc. the details are as follows:  
 

Medical Sailing Ministries Inc. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/MedicalSailingMinistries/  

 

Gudfala Tut 
 

https://www.facebook.com/people/Gudfala-Tut/100047723089804/  

Donate through Tooth Buddies - For $15, the cost of just three cappuccinos, one child can participate in the 
Gudfala Smile supervised brushing program for a whole year!    
 
Click HERE to find out more: www.toothbuddies.com.au/support  

 

 

Bank Transfer:  ANZ Ringwood ς Medical Sailing Ministries Inc.   BSB: 013 403    A/c No.: 313809003  
 

(Please include your name on the bank transfer to assist with cross-checking and email your details to 
msmvanuatu@gmail.com for receipting purposes)  
CƻǊ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ !b½ {²LC¢ ŎƻŘŜ όǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀƴ άL.!bέύ ƛǎ !b½.!¦оa  

 

By Cheque:  Pay to ς άaŜŘƛŎŀƭ {ŀƛƭƛƴƎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ LƴŎΦ !κŎέΣ and post to: 
MSM, 29 Wonga Rd, Ringwood North, 3134 VIC Australia 
 

To receive a receipt, please include your details, plus email and/or postal address 

 
 
 
 
 
 

TANK YU TUMAS  

http://www.pcvhealth.org/
mailto:msmvanuatu@gmail.com
http://www.msm.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/MedicalSailingMinistries/
https://www.facebook.com/MedicalSailingMinistries/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Gudfala-Tut/100047723089804/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Gudfala-Tut/100047723089804/
https://www.facebook.com/MedicalSailingMinistries/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Gudfala-Tut/100047723089804/
http://www.toothbuddies.com.au/support
http://www.toothbuddies.com.au/support
mailto:msmvanuatu@gmail.com
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Mike Clarke 
 

Co-founder of MSM, and responsible for admin, finance and operations 

 
Lƴ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ L ǿŀǎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Χ ά2024 promises to be a year of  
Change and Consolidationέ Χ as the way forward becomes clear.  The State  
of Emergency from cyclones Judy and Kevin was planned to be lifted in 
September in 2023 and many post-cyclone initiatives were being prepared  
for implementation.    The arrival of Cyclone Lola in October 2023 (with its  
six-month state of emergency) immediately deferred the timing of any  
change until March 2024. 

From March 2024, we geared up to commence our main program by  
ensuring supplies for the Gudfala Tut Skul (GTSP) materials were on hand  
in both major centres - Port Vila and Luganville.  Unknown to us,  
schoolteachers had commenced a strike that was to last all year.  For many  
schools, this meant the daily supervised toothbrushing was simply not  
possible.  Yet another blow to our plans! 

The impact on MSMΩǎ Admin, Finance and Operations was immediate.  
Specifically, our plans with the Tooth Buddies program were delayed and  
we were unable to implement extensions to programs for which we had  
received industry funding from the International College of Dentists -Section VIII (ICD).   

Despite these setbacks, we did manage to continue our Finance and Operations processes and implement 
some improvements including: 

¶ A major re-supply of all GTSP materials and purchase larger capacity mixers and more flexible bottle 
filling machines. 

¶ Monitoring of reimbursements (for program development and travel) from the Gudfala Smile Nurse 
Training Program that was funded by a grant from the Borrow Foundation (UK). 

¶ /ƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǳƴǇŀƛŘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ŀǎ ΨŘŜōǘƻǊǎΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ȅŜŀǊ 
ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎΦ  !ƴ Ψ!ǎǎŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ [ƛŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΩ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ƴƴǳŀƭ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ 
reflect Assets other than Cash-at-bank balances. 

¶ /ƻƳƳŜƴŎŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ψbƻƴ-tǊƻŦƛǘΩ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ΨwŜǘŀƛƭ CǳƴŘǎΩΣ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ 
development of a retail offering for our Gudfala Tut Paste. 
 

Assisting us with this, our amazing volunteers and organisations have continued to support us. A great thank 
you to Michael Newman and Liz Richards for their assistance with Finance, George Dullege (and Jeneri IT) for 
technology support, and Liz and Greg Richards again for their offer of Tooth Buddies admin support.   

A great thank you also to North Ringwood Uniting Church, DentaLife Australia and the many individuals and 
organisations that have assisted us in the past year. 

A special thank you also to the MSM Board and Dr Barry Stewart who are always there to assist and guide us in 
difficult times. 

Looking forward, нлнр ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ Ψ/ƘŀƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ bŜǿ IƻǊƛȊƻƴǎΩ, as the way forward becomes clear 
following the release of the Vanuatu National Oral Health and Strategic Action Plan 2024-2030 that has been 
developed by the Ministry of Health ς Integrated Oral Health Unit. 

Once again, we look forward to working with our Vanuatu partners and colleagues to advance oral health 
education and prevention strategies 

Mike Clarke 

Co-founder Medical Sailing Ministries Inc. 
Responsible for admin, finance and operations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Messages & Reflections  

Mike Clarke takes a 15-minute time-
out break during a recent business 
planning trip to Vanuatu. 
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Deb Allen 
 

MSM director, oral health professional and volunteer 

 
Vanuatu Oral Health takes to the World stage!! 
 

What a difference a year makes. In the last Annual Report, we highlighted the  
Oral Health Pacific Islands Alliance (OPIA) conference that took place in Fiji in  
mid-2023 and the exciting outcomes that were planned to improve Oral Health in  
the region. The next OPIA conference is to take place in September 2025 and due  
to Vanuatu being seen as one of the regional leaders, has been asked to host.  
 

This is such exciting news for Oral Health in Vanuatu. The OPIA Conference  
Committee has already visited Vanuatu and is working with the local Organising  
Committee to ensure a seamless event which is planned for 1st - 4th September 2025.   
 

The other amazing news is that in November 2024, Vanuatu was asked to present on the  
world stage at the WHO Global Oral Health Meeting (GOHM) in Thailand. This was in recognition of the high-level 
work Vanuatu has done in areas such as Governance, Leadership and Finance that started with the 2017 Oral 
Health Survey and the subsequent and recent Oral Health Policies.  
 

At the inaugural WHO GOHM in Bangkok, an historic event for Small Island Developing States (SIDS) took place. 
This first-ever gathering of oral health leaders from SIDS titled  άSuva Declaration Meets the Bridgetown 
5ŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴΥ 9ȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ hǊŀƭ IŜŀƭǘƘ LƴǘŜƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŀ {L5{ /ƻƴǘŜȄǘΣέ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛŎȅƳŀƪŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
far and wide to explore ways to integrate oral health into national frameworks for Non Communicable Diseases 
(NCD). 
 

The key objectives included: 
 

¶ Integration, Strengthening, Monitoring and  
enhancing NCD and oral health information  
systems in SIDS context, and 
 

¶ Cross-regional Collaboration: Fostering stronger  
networks and knowledge-sharing between the SIDS. 

 

Attendees from countries such as St Lucia, Samoa, Fiji,  
Malta, Philippines, PNG, Vanuatu, Tuvalu, Nauru,  
Marshal Islands, Jamaica, Kiribati, and Seychelles,  
contributed to discussions that marked a significant  
step forward in global oral health efforts. 
 

To the many MSM volunteers over the past 15 years, 
whether you be sailors, nurses, oral health professionals, 
data gatherers, data analysers, fundraisers or encouragers,  
we take this opportunity to thank you most sincerely.   
 

In your own unique way, you have contributed to building  
the oral health platform that has enabled Vanuatu to now stand tall on the world stage.  
 
Well done! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Deb Allen fist visited Vanuatu 
around ten years ago and 
loved it so much she now 
intends to live there. 

Dr Rhoda Bule, representing Vanuatu at the W.H.O. Global 
Oral Health Meeting in Thailand, Nov 2024  
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Dr Jenny N Tangis (Nokrac)  
 

Principal Dental Officer at Vila Central Hospital 
 
We are honored to have worked alongside Medical Sailing Ministries (MSM) for the past 15 years, since its 
ƛƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ нллфΦ a{a Ƙŀǎ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ƛƳǇŀŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ ±ŀƴǳŀǘǳΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ 
through its collaboration with the Ministry of Health  
for the first National Oral Health Survey in 2017.  
 
This partnership led to the creation of strategies to  
address the high rate of dental caries among children,  
ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άDǳŘŦŀƭŀ ¢ǳǘ ǎƪǳƭ ǇǊƻƧŜƪέ ŦƻǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ  
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άDǳŘŦŀƭŀ ǎƳƛƭŜ ƴǳǊǎŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳέ ŦƻǊ  
non-dental health workers.  
 
Additionally, the production of Gudfala toothpaste has  
enhanced Vanuatu-made products.  
 
More innovations are on the way, and we express our  
deepest gratitude to Dr. Barry Stewart, Robert Latimer,  
and Mike Clarke for their dedication.  
 
We look forward to continuing these efforts to reduce  
oral health issues in Vanuatu, and we wish the MSM  
families a very Merry Christmas and many blessings as  
they continue serving the people of Vanuatu.  
 
Warm Regards  
 
Dr. Jenny N Tangis 

Dr Barry Stewart 
 

Dentist, former MSM director, volunteer and oral health adviser 

 

Nurses in Vanuatu keen to play a  
role in prevention of ECC 
 

Early childhood caries (ECC) is a serious form of dental decay  
that affects the baby teeth of young children aged five years 
and younger. ECC can cause pain, infection (dental abscess),  
loss of sleep and problems with speech and eating.  
 

It was clear from the results of the National Oral Health  
Survey (2017) that ECC is highly prevalent in Vanuatu...70% of  
children aged 5-7 years nationally had dental decay with  
10% reporting toothache on one or more occasions within the  
past month. 
 

If not addressed, symptoms eventually progress, and in severe cases children may require dental treatment, 
including extraction of multiple decayed teeth. Furthermore, the consequences of toothache may include loss 
of sleep and detrimental effects on the growth and development of the child. Even the whole family may be 
affected by children waking in the night with toothache. Indeed, teachers supervising the Gudfala Tut Skul  

 

Dr Jenny Tangis 
Principal Dental Officer at Vila Central Hospital 

 

Dr Barry Stewart with his Ni-Vanuatu dental 
colleagues and friends, August 2017. 
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Program (GTSP ς supervised toothbrushing) in kindergarten  
and grade 1 classes over the past 5 years, have reported  
toothache as a major cause of school absence. 
 

In the early stages, ECC can be easily reversed or arrested,  
so early identification is vital. If, on the other hand, ECC is  
allowed to progress in young children, by the time they are  
seen typically around commencement of kindergarten or  
grade 1 primary school or even later by an oral health  
professional, the disease may have already progressed  
to an advanced stage making treatment far more expensive  
and traumatic for the children.  
 

So, this is where health clinics, especially MCH, nurses can  
play an important role in early intervention and indeed  
improving oral health of the whole family...not just for the child. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Thus, the Gudfala Smile Nurse Program (GS-NP) was proposed as a prime example of a public health upstream 
model focusing on early disease intervention where the initial contact is made by primary health care 
professionals sooner rather than much later by oral health professionals.  
 

Gudfala Smile Nurse Training Project 
The first challenge to address was the initial setting up of a training course comprising lecture and practical 
components. 
 
Fortunately, the Australian Northern Territory Government, Department of Health, had an existing program 
namely, Healthy Smiles, designed to equip registered nurses with skills to prevent and intervene in ECC in isolated 
communities in the Territory with similar issues to Vanuatu in terms of limited and inequitable access to oral 
health services.  
 

ECC (early childhood caries) in 5yo, 

 Tongoa Is., NOHS 2017 

 

The role of GS-NP is summarised in the above 
џUpstream PreventionѠ model: 
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Thus, permission was sought and graciously consented by the Northern Territory  
Government to allow the Vanuatu Ministry of Health to adapt Healthy Smiles to  
the Vanuatu context, including translation into Bislama to enhance comprehension 
 over a short timeframe with respect to the course duration of just one week.  
 
The training course development committee was chaired by Dr Jenny Tangis,  
Principal Dental Officer, Vila Central Hospital (VCH) Dental Department supported  
by MSM, which developed the training materials and assisted with the application  
for a successful grant of over $30,000 acquired from The Borrow Foundation, a  
UK-based charity which prefers projects that involve fluoride ion products in  
preventive public health programs.  

 
Following completion of the development phase, with Dr Jenny having to focus  
on the new dental clinic facility plus the transfer of Dr Rhoda Bule Abbie from  
curative to the position of Acting Head, Integrated Oral health Unit, Directorate  
of Public Health, responsibility for implementation of the Gudfala Smile Nurse  
Training course (GS-NT) and the Gudfala Smile Nurse Program (GS-NP)   
passed to Dr Rhoda.  
 
Accordingly, the first 1-week workshop was implemented in Port Vila (SHEFA,  
May 2024) followed by the second in Luganville (SANMA, September 2024).  
The 1-week workshops comprised a 3-day lecture component and 2-day  
practical component, and participants were provided with materials for use  
in their health workplaces i.e., Health Clinic or Maternal Child Health Clinic.  
The number of participants attending the SHEFA and the SANMA workshops  
was 8 and 9, respectively. 
 
Both workshops were led by Dr Rhoda and the teams were drawn from the  
Integrated Oral Health Unit (Dr Evatt Ala and Bob Natuman), the SHEFA team  
supported by Dr Jenny Tangis and Dr Lilly Dan (VCH Dental) and the SANMA  
team supported by Dr Lannya Kalpukai and Lilon Konali Nicholas  
(Northern Provincial Hospital Dental Clinic).  
 

A Vanuatu TV News segment about the SHEFA  
Workshop can be accessed here: 

    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ByDzLfP214.  
 

Note that the situation in the newsreel appears  
somewhat disorganised because the Vanuatu  
TV News team arrived unannounced and the dental  
team had to scramble to find suitable patients.  
Nevertheless, comments (in Bislama language) made  

by some of the nurses were most encouraging for example, the comments of the male  
nurse, Donald Kalsong (Vaimaru Health Centre, Emae Island).  
 

Gudfala Smile Nurse Program (GS-NP) ς brief synopsis 
 

1. Target group: Babies/infants/toddlers up to five years of age attending  
Health/MCH Clinic with parent/carer (most often the mother or  
grandmother) 
 

2. Caries risk assessment: Based on...  
a. biological factors such as dental decay status of parents,  

socioeconomic status, compliance/non-compliance with  
ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ǘǿƛŎŜ Řŀƛƭȅ ǘƻƻǘƘōǊǳǎƘƛƴƎΣ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŘƛŜǘ ŀƴŘ   
any special health needs, etc. 

b. protective factors, namely availability of fluoride ion in drinking water, fluoridated toothpaste, 
professionally applied topical fluorides and regular dental care visits to a dental professional. 

c. /ƭƛƴƛŎŀƭ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǘŜŜǘƘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŘŜƳƛƴŜǊŀƭƛǎŜŘ ŘŜƴǘŀƭ ŜƴŀƳŜƭΣ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ 
ŎŀǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƻǊ ŦƛƭƭƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǘŜŜǘƘΣ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŘŜƴǘŀƭ ǇƭŀǉǳŜ ƻƴ ǘŜŜǘƘΦ 

 

Top: The NT Health Dept. graciously 
provided permission for Dr Barry to 

modify their oral health nurse 
training for the Vanuatu context.    

 

Above: After countless hours  
Dr Barry had produced the џGudfala 

Smile Nurse Training ProgramѠ 
manual, professionally translated 

into the local language of Bislama. 
 

 Below: The course logo, translated 
as: и џGive a smile to every childѠ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ByDzLfP214
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ByDzLfP214
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3. 9ȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƳƻǳǘƘΥ Nurse and parent/carer  
seated opposite in the knee-to-knee position with the  
ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴǳǊǎŜΩǎ ƭŀǇ ŀƴŘ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘκ 
carer. (Refer picture at right) 

4. Application of fluoride varnish: To teeth identified with  
demineralised enamel or teeth with small cavities. 

5. Oral Health Education: Related to healthy diet; how and  
ǿƘŜƴ ǘƻ ŎƭŜŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƳƻǳǘƘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ōŀōȅ ǘŜŜǘƘ  
erupt; toothbrushing including when to start, frequency  
and type of toothpaste to use. 

6. Take home information: ά[ŜŦǘŜƳŀǇ [ƛǇέ όLift the Lip) a  
ōǊƻŎƘǳǊŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ  
teeth at home and when to bring the child back to the  
ŎƭƛƴƛŎ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΤ άYƛǾƛƳ ǘǳǘ ōƭƻƴƎ Ǉƛƪƛƴƛƴƛ ōƭƻƴƎ ȅǳ  
ǿŀƴ ƘŜƭǘƛ ǎǘŀǘέ όDƛǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǘŜŜǘƘ ŀ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ǎǘŀǊǘ)  
i.e., information on healthy foods/beverages and  
toothbrushing for healthy teeth as well as healthy  
growth and development. 

7. άtƛƪƛƴƛƴƛ IŜƭǘ .ǳƪέ (Ministry of Health, Child Health Record): To increase the content related to oral 
health and incorporate Caries Risk Assessment forms and oral health assessments, including record of 
any fluoride varnish applications to prevent and/or arrest early dental decay. 

 

GS-NT/NP ς first consultation visit (August 2024) 
a{aΩǎ ǊƻƭŜΩǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴǳǊǎŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ 
The Borrow Foundation, translation of training and educational resources into Bislama, printing, purchase and 
shipment of materials to Vanuatu, and project consultation services, including development and consultant 
dentist services.  
 
With respect to the latter, retired dentist Barry Stewart was  
invited to evaluate the workshop training course (GS-NT) and  
assessment of the nurse program (GS-NP) following  
implementation into Health/MCH clinics. Plans were made  
for a 2-week visit in July, the first week to be spent in Port Vila  
to assess the nurse program in SHEFA two months after the  
first workshop in May and the second week in Luganville to  
assess the SANMA workshop. 
 
Unfortunately, the collapse of Air Vanuatu just prior to the  
scheduled flight to Port Vila, including loss of paid tickets,  
meant that the visit had to be postponed to August using an  
alternate airline (Virgin Australia) and restricted to one week  
in Port Vila as there were still no flights from there to  
Luganville and the sea ferry schedule did not suit the SANMA  
training timetable.  
 
Nevertheless, the consultation visit was worthwhile with  
respect to assessing feedback from the May SHEFA workshop  
and assessment of the GS-NP program following visitations to  
four MCH/Health Dispensary Clinics on Efate.  
 
The evaluation team members comprising Dr Evatt Ala,  
Dr Barry Stewart, and Mr Bob Natuman visited George  
Pompidou MCH; Dr KB Kaluat Memorial Community Health  
Centre, Pango Village; Rufare Health Centre, Ifira Island;  
Erakor Kalmer Takau Dispensary all located within short  
driving/boat distance from the Ministry of Health Offices. 
 

Examination of childѢs mouth by trained nurse, as 
shown above 

Above & Below: Erakor Kalmer Takau Dispensary. 
 

  Those nurses who had participated in the Gudfala 
Smile Nurse Training Program in May, were assessed 

in August (2024) to determine the extent to which 
they were implementing what they had learnt 

 

Dr Evatt Ala (left) instructs a new mother from a 
Gudfala Smile laminated poster.    
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General observations: 
¶ Busyness ς well attended by parents with infants/children  
¶ Mostly mothers or grandmothers with babies/toddlers 
¶ Efficiently managed...assistant nurse weighing babies/infants and organising health record booklets for 

nurse 
¶ Competent nursing staff 
¶ Copies of educational leaflets were observed to have already been posted by health clinic staff in 

waiting areas and examination/interview rooms 
¶ Nurses expressed lack of confidence to undertake the oral health interviews and examinations while 

under observation, and requested a demonstration beforehand  
¶ Dr Evatt was a perfect model displaying her knowledge in oral health education and excellent 

patient/child management skills  
¶ Nurses then took over the role and readily integrated oral health into their interviews with parents 
¶ On his own initiative, Bob engaged the parents in the waiting rooms (Pango and Ifira Clinics) explaining 

the need for developing early oral health habits in their children and answering questions  
¶ Although most of the children examined were infants less than 12 months old, few parents had any 
ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŎƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƳƻǳǘƘκǘŜŜǘƘ 

¶ The majority of parents did not regularly brush their own teeth, concurring with the findings of the 
National Oral Health Survey (2017) where only 26% of adults in the age group 30-пф ȅŜŀǊǎ άŎƭŜŀƴŜŘέ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘŜŜǘƘ ǘǿƛŎŜ ŀ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ прΦр҈ ǊŀǊŜƭȅ ƻǊ ƴŜǾŜǊ άŎƭŜŀƴŜŘέ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘŜŜǘƘΦ  

¶ Many of the mothers/grandmothers had poor oral health including untreated dental decay 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Gudfala Smile Nurse Program has been adopted as one of the key strategies under the Vanuatu National 
Oral Health Policy and Strategic Action Plan 2024-2030.  
 
For anyone interested, ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊ a/I /ƭƛƴƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ƴǳǊǎŜ 5ƻƴŀƭŘΩǎ ŎƭƛƴƛŎ ƻƴ 9ƳŀŜ Is. 
may be accessed here  2024.08 GS-NP Borrow Interim Report 2   
 
Barry Stewart 
Dentist, former MSM director, volunteer and oral health adviser 

 

 

Above: Dental caries in mother attending Dr KB Kaluat Memorial Health Centre, Pango Village with her infant 

 

Above: Dr Evatt Ala, Oral Health Coordinator, evaluates the effectiveness of the Gudfala Smile nurse training course, 

George Pompidou Maternal Health Centre.  The Gudfala Smile Nurse Training program upskills registered nurses, 

targeting babies, toddlers (age 0-4 year-old children), plus their parents and carers.   

https://1drv.ms/f/s!AgzeMv4UARXWhrw2UkEWVEVR568Ijw?e=R5V7sB
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Andrew Stray 
 

Founder and owner of DentaLife Australia 

 
Andrew Stray and the whole DentaLife team remain committed  
to the work of MSM, for which we are extremely grateful. 
 
As Andrew confirmed once more: 
 

We continue to support and make available resources as the need and  
projects arise.  We continue to provide whatever expertise and advise  
with respect of the toothpaste and related projects require 
 

Andrew Stray, DentaLife Australia 
 
Thank you from MSM 

Recognising ƪŜȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊǎΧ 
 
 

We are greatly indebted to the following individuals and groups for their ongoing support: 
 
 

North Ringwood Uniting Church - Garage Sale Group 
Regular cash donations for over 10 years, from sales of  
second hand and pre-loved goods by the Garage Sale Group. 
 
 

Jeneri IT 
Data storage and networking ς here and in Vanuatu ς plus critical 
ongoing advice, timely assistance and trouble shooting. 
 
 

Inductabend 
Payment of freight costs, (for Vanuatu shipments) plus the purchase  
of equipment, along with mountains of encouragement. 
 
 

Modular Components & Automation 
Assistance with design and production of specialist components, 
along with packaging and support for shipments to Vanuatu. 
 
 

Orien Dental Supplies 
Initial donation of over 30,000 toothbrushes for the Gudfala Tut Skul  
program and subsequent access to further brushes at near-cost price.  
 
 

Angus Pryor (Dental Marketing) 
Cash donation and ongoing sponsorship and marketing advice. 

Modular Components  Automation

Inductabend Logo

Orien Dental Supplies

Angus Pryor

Andrew Stray  
Founder and owner, DentaLife Australia  

https://dentalife.com.au/
https://www.nruc.org.au/
https://www.modularcomponents.com.au/
https://inductabend.com/
https://oriendentalsupplies.com.au/
https://www.anguspryor.com/
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SECTION ONE  
____________________ 

202 4  at a Glance 

Gudfala Smile Nurse Training Course,  
instructors and nurse-graduates ς May 2024 
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Gudfala Smile Nurse Training Course 

 
It all began around three years ago, in October 2021 ...   
 
ά²Ƙȅ ƴƻǘ ƭƻŘƎŜ ŀ ƎǊŀƴǘ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ¦Y-based philanthropic group The Borrow Foundation?έΣ came the 
suggestion from a W.H.O. representative.   
 
The Borrow Foundation were known for supporting ƻǊŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ Χ ǎƻ why not Vanuatu?!   
 
Soon after Dr Barry Stewart replied via email (Oct 2021): 

 
Robert, Mike and I had a meeting to discuss the co-application to the Borrow Foundation and raised some 
ideas that we believe might have even more far-reaching benefits for oral health in Vanuatu than GTSP,  
(Gudfala Tut Skul Program) 
 

One of the observations from Gudfala Tut Skul Program is that children entering the program at kindergarten 
level in Port Vila and Luganville already have dental decay. 
 

There is a large gap in oral health promotion, education and prevention in the birth to 3-year-old group and 
only a relatively small group of professional oral health workers to address this problem. 
 

We believe that the best way to help reduce early childhood caries (ECC) is to train a collaborative oral health 
workforce comprising mainly MCH nurses and Village Health Workers as well as other nurse practitioners, 
school nurses and possibly even playgroup, kindergarten and primary school teachers to help reduce ECC.  
 

This is in fact one of the main recommendations in the National Oral Health Survey 2017 Report, November 
2018.  I have attached a PPT file which I presented at one of our MSM meetings earlier this year pointing out 
the gap in preventing ECC and ideas for building a collaborative oral health workforce. 
 

MSM is willing to source and prepare material resources for training of non-oral health workers in oral health 
promotion, education and prevention.   Ideally it would be great to have an oral health module embedded 
within the Bachelor of Nursing training course and this would be the ultimate objective that could arise from 
setting up a training program funded by Borrow Foundation. 
 

Although time is short, we are confident that we can prepare the co-application (WHO, Vanuatu MOH, PCV 
Health, MSM Inc.) by the closing date. 
 

As described briefly on page 22 and нр ƻŦ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ MSM Annual Report the objectives of the course were: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A summary of the ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ōŜƭƻǿΥ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Highlights from the Past Year 

https://www.borrowfoundation.org/
https://msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/2023-06-30-MSM-Inc.-2023-Annual-Report-FINAL.pdf
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The rest, as they say is history.  In short Χ  

1. The initiative was named the άGudfala Smile Nurse Training ProgramέΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƪƛƴŘ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ being 

obtained from ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ 5ŜǇartment (Australia) to modify their oral health training 

course (called Healthy Smiles) to suit the Vanuatu conditions. 

2. An application was written and lodged with The Borrow Foundation, who duly awarded over $AUS30,000 

to fund the pilot program. 

3. With the support and backing of MSM, Barry Stewart then devoted countless hours to writing the 

course, producing a student manual, along with instructor presentation and additional student 

resources, including professional translation of all materials into the local language of Bislama. 

 
 
 

Grant Application Feedback and CommentsΧ 
 

Χ ŀt the time of assessing our grant application in early 2022, we 
were greatly encouraged by the feedback and comments from  
ǘƘŜ .ƻǊǊƻǿ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ consultant report.  Some of which has  
been reproduced below:  

 
 
Integration of oral health care into general health (incl. primary care) is an emerging area of priority globally. 
While there is general agreement that integration is a good thing, how to implement integrated care in 
practice or examples of integrated care is very limited. 
 
Across the world there are numerous projects that have trained non-dental 
professionals to deliver oral health care. However, only very few have 
reported if those non-dental professionals, then applied the new knowledge 
to their practice and whether this had an impact of oral health outcomes. 
 
This project appears to be unique in that it goes beyond training to actual 
implementation in practice ς though this component needs further 
development or more detailed reporting of how it is going to be 
implemented. As such, it is an important piece of work and a potential 
alternate model of care for low resource settings or geographically 
dispersed populations; where we need to make the best use of all our 
available health professionals (not just dental), if we want to address oral 
health issues. 
 
The impact of this project, if successful, could be immense on various levels: 
- An example of an integrated model of oral health care 
- Improved access to care 
- Improved oral health outcomes 
- Improved individual and community economics 
- Improved health system outcomes 

 
A major strength of the application is that it is moving into the realm of integrated oral health care which is 
innovative with potential for big health gains. The knowledge added to the literature on the topic of 
integrated care would also be extremely valuable. The fact that the team are embarking on such a project 
also shows the out of the box thinking and commitment to making a real difference to oral health outcomes 
for their communities. 
 
The trustees recognise the potential importance of the project and are keen to see it implemented. 
 
As highlighted in the review, it would be appreciated if the applicants could describe in more detail the design 
and methods to be applied in the evaluation of the programme.  
 
Lǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘǎΩ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜƛǊ 
thoughts on the transferability of the programme would also be very interesting; could it provide a model for 
similar initiatives in the other countries / territories in the region? 

https://digitallibrary.health.nt.gov.au/bitstreams/7c2c9d67-e41c-4f99-9b64-1e3284b11ca1/download
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So, it was incredibly exciting to see the first, week-

long course conducted in May 2024, with a follow-

up course run in Luganville later in the year to a 

second group of registered nurses. 

It even made the evening news in Vanuatu, which 

can be viewed HERE 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ByDzLfP214  
 

As reported ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άHealth Promotions Vanuatuέ 

Facebook page at the time (May 17 2024) Χ  

άThis week the MOH oral health team have 
carried out a first ever pilot training on the 
integration of oral health into the primary 
healthcare setting.  
 

The pilot targeted maternal child health nurses from Shefa including Epi, Emae and Tongoa and aimed at 
giving them basic essential skills in early identification, risk assessment and management of early childhood 
caries.  
 

The nurses underwent a five-day theory and practical workshop covering topics such as dental anatomy, 
dental disease processes, prevention strategies including role of fluoride products, and associations between 
general health and dental health.  
 

The practical components at the MCH clinic gave them an opportunity to put into practice new skills learnt by 
examining babies and young infants and giving appropriate oral hygiene and lifestyle counselling. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Photos from the very first 
Gudfala Smile Nurse Training 

Course, conducting in Port 
Vila, May 2024 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ByDzLfP214
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ByDzLfP214
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid02JYzhPuiJbGCVifzaFN9MQ9vHtaVVT8eViCwtZntGdjPyZimcwHAWGRrGnqFdXTKYl&id=100068800826833
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid02JYzhPuiJbGCVifzaFN9MQ9vHtaVVT8eViCwtZntGdjPyZimcwHAWGRrGnqFdXTKYl&id=100068800826833
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Gudfala Tut Skul and the Gudfala Smile Pre-School Program 
 
The Vanuatu Ministry of Health (MoH) has now assumed full responsibility for the Gudfala Tut Skul (pr Goodfella 
Toot Skool) supervised tooth brushing program.   
 
They are now in the planning phase to implement supervised brushing of teeth across Grades 1-8, (approx. age 5-13) 
ōȅ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ άHealth Promoting Schoolsέ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ 
 
If requested, MSM will assist the MoH ς with resources and advice ς drawing on our six years of experience in this 
area. 
 
As mentioned earlier, the year-long teachers strike has disrupted the rollout and operation of thƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ōǊǳǎƘƛƴƎ 
program, with the number of classes and children involved, as of 30 September 2023, shown below: 
 

 
 
 
MSM will continue to support supervised 
brushing of teeth, with our renewed focus 
being on pre-school children; specifically 
play groups, kindergartens and ECCE (Early 
Childhood Care & Education).  
 

To reduce the likelihood of confusion, (with 
ǘƘŜ άDǳŘŦŀƭŀ ¢ǳǘ ς Health Promoting 
{ŎƘƻƻƭǎέ όD¢-HPS) program), the pre-school 
supervised brushing program will be re-
badged as άGudfala Smile Pre-School 
Programέ όD{-PSP), targeting children aged 
3-5. 
 

Plans are now being developed to modify 
our existing brushing program ς literature 
and resources ς in keeping with the new 
name and focus; GSςPSP  .   
 
We will continue to work in collaboration  
with the MoH, as well as the Ministry of  
Education and Training (MOET)  
 

 

 

 

  

Above & Below: a{aΩǎ ƴŜǿ ŦƻŎǳǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴ supervised tooth brushing 
in pre-school (children aged 0-4) which will be called Gudfala Smile - PSP 

https://msm.org.au/gudfala-tut/
https://moh.gov.vu/index.php/public-health/health-promotion-unit
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/moet.gov.vu/docs/ecce-reports-and-policies/Vanuatu%20National%20Early%20Childhood%20Care%20and%20Education%20Framework.pdf
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Oral Health Policy and Strategic Action Plan 2024-2030 

 
Having assisted in writing the very first National Oral Health Policy 2019-2023, (back in 2018) it was a privilege to be 
involved in its revision, now called the Vanuatu National Oral Health Policy and Strategic Action Plan 2024-2030. 
 
The responsibility largely fell to Dr Rhoda Bule, (Integrated Oral Health Unit), with a two-day conference in August 
2023 bringing a range of stakeholders to Port Vila, including Dr Yuriko Harada from the W.H.O. 
 
As reported on the Health Promotions Vanuatu Facebook page at the time: 
 

Health Promotions Vanuatu  
15 August 2023 

Congratulations Dr Rhoda Bule and team for the successful review of their oral health policy. Excited to see 

work and outcomes for their new policy.  

Team Vanuatu taking small pragmatic steps to achieve big goals  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wan impoten miting i tekem ples long wik ia blong riview Nasonal Orol Helt 

polisi. 

The aim of the two-day meeting was to review the progress made in the National 

Oral Health Policy 2019-2023, and discuss how the Ministry of Health will 

continue the effort after the expiration of National Oral Health Policy.  

Despite the importance of oral health, there has not been enough commitment 

towards improving oral health for a long time in Vanuatu. However, in 2018, the 

Ministry of Health took a significant step by launching the first-ever National 

Oral Health Survey to understand the burden of oral diseases in Vanuatu.  

The National Oral Health Survey showed the urgent need for better investment  

and commitment towards the promotion of oral health in Vanuatu. After several  

stakeholder consultations, the first-ever National Oral Health Policy 2019-2023  

endorsed.  

Riview blong polisi hemi blong 2024 kasem 2030 mo bae hemi helpem Oral Helt Unit blong praerotaesem ol 

aktiviti blong hem blong ajivim kasem 2023. 

 

Dr Rhoda Bule has taken a 
leading role in the review of the 

Vanuatu National Oral Health 
Policy 2019-2023 

https://msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2021/08/Vanuatu-National-Oral-Health-Policy-2019-2023.pdf
https://vbtc.vu/vanuatu-takes-major-step-forward-with-new-oral-health-strategy-for-2024-2030/
https://www.facebook.com/p/Health-Promotions-Vanuatu-100068800826833/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/971331526343289/user/601701076/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWKmAhsHpLx8XTYWapGZ-bCKo33_cTX-0Rncw9fHLb24Ged3RryRfHEAnSrIZY2vsW91mCV4zJmleKWxcJmymUfZLP1gRzlcS5nzbzwt6s0UlFGmQ8ucumqJN3mHm1D7h9vH9rLnnjqlxJQgNCdLMeaN0XUWLAniYfLsb704q6ipJIRTIxDKNPUsxFDIIdCS7hsDZcoICpgo5VLSWBoFXFj0smlLil0r7LT6Gubejcatw&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/971331526343289/user/601701076/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWKmAhsHpLx8XTYWapGZ-bCKo33_cTX-0Rncw9fHLb24Ged3RryRfHEAnSrIZY2vsW91mCV4zJmleKWxcJmymUfZLP1gRzlcS5nzbzwt6s0UlFGmQ8ucumqJN3mHm1D7h9vH9rLnnjqlxJQgNCdLMeaN0XUWLAniYfLsb704q6ipJIRTIxDKNPUsxFDIIdCS7hsDZcoICpgo5VLSWBoFXFj0smlLil0r7LT6Gubejcatw&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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The latest National Oral Health Policy ALSO incorporates a άStrategic Action Planέ, detailing specific plans and 

programs to improve oral health, particularly in the early stages of life, as summarised below: 

Key Oral Health Strategies - Vanuatu 

The table below is part of a three-page document prepared by Dr Barry Stewart following the first review of the 
NOHP 2019-2023 in August 2023 and subsequently submitted to the chairperson, Dr Rhoda Bule Abbie. These 
strategies were adopted in principle and subsequently incorporated into the Vanuatu NOHP & SAP 2024-2030. 
 

Primary Age Targets: 

1. 0-5 years - pregnant women and mothers with babies to toddlers i.e., Prevention of Early Childhood Caries (ECC) 

2. 2-3 years ς infants attending Playgroups - prevention of dental caries and early healthy habits promotion 

3. 3-5 years - Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) Centres ς prevention of dental caries and early healthy 

habits promotion 

4. 5-7 years - Primary school children ς prevention of dental caries and early healthy habits promotion  

Key Oral Health Strategies for Primary Age Targets 

Strategy/Program 
Age 

group  
Responsible group(s) Goals  

1. Gudfala Smile Nurse 
Program (GS-NP)  
a. Training (GS-NT) 
b. Health Clinics 

Implementation 
(GS-NP) 

0-5  PHD (Integrated OH Unit); VCH Dental; NPH 
Dental; MOH (PNO, Nursing 
Administration); VCNE (Principal); MOE; 
PCV Health; The Borrow Foundation; MSM 
Inc 

2024 - Commence 
workshops; trained nurses 
working in at least 20% of 
Health Clinics (urban & rural) 
within 5 years 

2. Pikinini Helt Buk - 
upgrade OH 
information  

0-5  PHD (Integrated OH Unit); VCH Dental. 
Consultations with MOH (PNO, Nursing 
Administration); VCNE (Principal); MSM Inc 

2025 - Revised Pikinini Helt 
Buk with OH upgrade; Caries 
Risk Assessment; ECC 
intervention; F varnish 

3. Gudfala Smile Smol 
Pikinini Program  
targeting Playgroups 
(GS-SP)* 

2-3 PHD (Integrated OH Unit); MOE; PCV 
Health; MSM Inc; International College of 
Dentists Section VIII (Australian & NZ 
Division); other sponsors/sources of funding 

100% urban + larger 
provincial centres e.g., Sola 
within 5 years. 
Prepare children for 
transition to supervised 
toothbrushing in ECCE 
Centres 

4. Gudfala Smile ECCE 
Program targeting 
ECCE Centres  
(GS-ECCE)* 

3-5 PHD (Integrated OH Unit); MOE; PCV 
Health; MSM Inc; International College of 
Dentists Section VIII (Australian & NZ 
Division); other sponsors/sources of funding 

100% urban + larger 
provincial centres e.g., Sola 
within 5 years. 
Prepare children for 
transition to supervised 
toothbrushing in primary 
schools under HPS 

*HPS Program does not currently cover ECCE centres and Playgroups 
5. Gudfala Tut-Health 

Promotion in Schools 
Program targeting 
school children  
(GT-HPS)Ϟ 
 
ϞReplacing GTSP 

5-7 
 
 
 

5-14 
 
 

(15-18*) 

PHD (Integrated OH Unit); MOE; PCV 
Health; MSM Inc (Grade 1 classes currently 
in the GTSP for 12 months i.e., until Dec 31 
2025) 
 
PHD (Integrated OH Unit); MOE; PCV Health 
(New schools added under GT-HPS) 
 
(*Note: Older students are less inclined to 
comply with supervised brushing at school ς 
distribute OH kits plus OHE reinforcement 
only?) 

2025 ς supervised 
toothbrushing in schools to 
be introduced under new 
policy, including supervised 
brushing  
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Launched towards the end of 2024, the updated national policy received much-deserved praise from many quarters: 
 

¸ǳǊƛƪƻ IŀǊŀŘŀΩǎ tƻǎǘ     (5 Nov 2024)  
Technical Officer, World Health Organization 

ἭἮἯ  Today, #Vanuatu has endorsed its second national #oralhealth policy 2024-2030, building 

on the achievement of the previous national policy.  

This updated policy is closely 

aligned with the WHO 

#GlobalOralHealthActionPlan, demonstrating 

tangible commitments to reduce the burden of oral 

disease in country and ensure essential oral health 

services are available and accessible for the 

population.  

Congratulations to the Ministry of Health Vanuatu 

to this significant milestone, leading the oral health 

actions in the #PacificIsland countries! 

  

MOH launches updated Oral Health 

Policy and Strategic Action Plan 
DAILYPOST VANUATU, 5 Nov 2024 
The government, through the Ministry of Health (MoH) recently launched the 
updated Oral Health Policy and Strategic Action for 2024 to 2030, marking a 
significant step towards improved dental health across the country. 
 

Introduced by the Acting Director General (DG) of Health, Dr. Samuel Posikai Tapo, 
the policy will serve as a roadmap for the ministry in addressing the  
alarming oral health issues that impact many Ni-Vanuatu, especially children. 
άhǊŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ŀ ǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƛǎǎǳŜΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΦ 

 

      ά! ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ƛƴ нлмт ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǾŜǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ тл҈ ƻŦ    
      children aged 5 to 7 suffering from untreated dental decay. This policy will enable 

us to address this critical need and improve the health and well-ōŜƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦέ 
 

The updated Oral Health Policy and Strategic Action Plan comes after Dr. Posikai raised concerns at the WHO 74th Regional 
Committee in 2023, calling oral health a global health issue that, if left unaddressed, leads to discomfort and premature death. At 
the 75th Regional Committee Meeting in 2024, oral health was included on the agenda, with Dr. Posikai chairing a dedicated panel 
and Vanuatu commended for its efforts in developing its national strategy. 
 

The new policy was developed by a team of experts, including Dr. Rhoda Bule Abbie, Oral Health Manager at MOH, Dr. Evatt Ala, 
and Oral Health Officer Bob Natuman, in close collaboration with local stakeholders such as the Ministry of Education and Training, 
local authorities, and community leaders. The World Health Organization, the Australian Government, and the Pacific Community 
(SPC) also provided essential support. 
 

5ǊΦ !ōōƛŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƘŜǊ ƎǊŀǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ǘŀǎƪ ŀƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǳǎΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ health 
partners, community leaders, and the Vanuatu Government, we can bring smiles back to our people and alleviate the suffering 
ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǳƴǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŘŜƴǘŀƭ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦέ 
 

The 2024-2030 policy introduces a clear Strategic Action Plan, with activities initially piloted on Efate and Santo islands. In Santo, 
activities such as training nurses to diagnose, treat, and refer dental cases have commenced, with additional awareness and dental 
hygiene education provided in local schools. This foundational training aims to empower healthcare providers to address dental 
issues locally, increasing access to essential dental services. 
 

5ǊΦ tƻǎƛƪŀƛ ŀƭǎƻ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ŀƘŜŀŘΣ ƴƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘΥ ά¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀn 
ƳŀƪŜ ǎǘǊƛŘŜǎ ƛƴ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΦέ 
 

This launch marks a ǇƛǾƻǘŀƭ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ±ŀƴǳŀǘǳΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘŎŀǊŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΣ ǳƴŘŜǊǎŎƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƻǊŀƭ 
health alongside other non-communicable diseases to improve health outcomes for all Ni-Vanuatu, according to the ministry. 

  

Acting DG Tapo and Public Health Director 

Stephens launch the policy 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/signup/cold-join?session_redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Ffeed%2Fhashtag%2Fvanuatu&trk=public_post-text
https://www.linkedin.com/signup/cold-join?session_redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Ffeed%2Fhashtag%2Foralhealth&trk=public_post-text
https://www.linkedin.com/signup/cold-join?session_redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Ffeed%2Fhashtag%2Fglobaloralhealthactionplan&trk=public_post-text
https://www.linkedin.com/signup/cold-join?session_redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Ffeed%2Fhashtag%2Fpacificisland&trk=public_post-text
https://www.dailypost.vu/news/moh-launches-updated-oral-health-policy-and-strategic-action-plan/article_28da8791-843a-51ab-8de2-3894ce35332a.html
https://ch.linkedin.com/in/yuriko-harada-972a9b175?trk=public_post_feed-actor-image
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Oral Health Pacific Islands Alliance (OPIA) ς Port Vila 2025  
 
As a result of their regional prominence in oral health, it 
was announced at the 2023 WHO Regional Meeting in 
Fiji, that Vanuatu will be hosting the 2025 OPIA 
conference, 1-4 September 2025. 
 
This is a very significant step and reflects favourably on 
the work of the Vanuatu oral health team, in particular 
Dr Rhoda Bule.   
 
Here is the Oral IŜŀƭǘƘ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ LǎƭŀƴŘǎ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜΩǎ 
Facebook post from 19 Oct 2023 announcing the news.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Acting Director General (DG) 
of the Ministry of Health 

(MOH), Dr Samuel Posikai 
Tapo, speaks at the World 

Health Organisation (WHO) 
Regional Committee (Western 

Pacific) about strategies 
Vanuatu is adopting to 

address the burden of oral 
health diseases (10/2023).  

www.youtube.com/watch?v=QHB3o3fW_mQ  

May be an image of 1 person, television, newsroom and text

Above left - 5Ǌ wƘƻŘŀΩǎ 
Facebook post following the 
launch of the NOHP & SAP 
2024-2030. 
Above right - Integrated Oral 
Health Team 2024 ς Bob 
Natuman, Dr Evatt Stephanie 
Ala and Dr Rhoda Bule Abbie. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/971331526343289/posts/3089522477857506/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QHB3o3fW_mQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QHB3o3fW_mQ
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Iƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлноΣ ±ŀƴǳŀǘǳΩǎ !ŎǘƛƴƎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ IŜŀƭǘƘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²IhΣ ŀǎ 
reported here on the Health Promotions Vanuatu Facebook page: 
 
"Time to act on Oral Health", Vanuatu tells WHO regional Meeting. 
 

23 October 2023 
 

Acting Director General (DG) of the Ministry of Health (MOH), Dr Samuel Posikai Tapo, called on the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) Regional Committee to address the burden of oral health. 
 

¢ŀǇƻ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ƻǊŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǿƘŜƴ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊƛƴƎ ±ŀƴǳŀǘǳΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜƴŘŀǎ ƻŦ bƻƴ-Communicable 
Diseases (NCD) and ageing during the 74th WHO Regional Committee Meeting in Manila, Philippines last week. 
 

A first national oral health survey conducted in 2017 revealed that 70% of children aged 5 to 7 years old had untreated 
dental caries, he stated. 
 

A national oral health policy was developed to address the burden. According to Tapo, significant progress has been 
made, particularly by integrating oral health into the health promoting school. 
 

He said Vanuatu is developing a new oral health policy for 2024 to 2030 in line with the WHO Global Oral Health Action 
Plan. 
 

Several months ago, the sixth meetings of heads of oral health services and stakeholders was organised by the Oral 
Health Pacific Alliance. The meeting participants who came from 13 Pacific Island Countries endorsed the Suva 
Declaration on Oral Health, which demonstrates the commitment to accelerate the much-needed reforms on oral health 
in the region. 
 

ά±ŀƴǳŀǘǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ hŦŦƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ŀƴ ŀƎŜƴŘŀ ƛǘŜƳ ƻƴ ƻǊŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ŀ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ 
on oral health at the Regional Committee Meeting in 2024, which is one of the recommendations of the Suva 
Declaration. Oral diseases are preventable, yet their burden is high compared to other NCDs affecting 800 million people 
ƻǊ пн҈ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wŜƎƛƻƴΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŀŎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜƎƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƛǎǎǳŜΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 
 

ά±ŀƴǳŀǘǳ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ƻǊŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wŜƎƛƻƴΦ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ Ƙƻǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ hǊŀƭ IŜŀƭǘƘ 
Pacific Alliance of Pacific Islands meeting in 2025. We thank you for WHO Regional Office support in improving oral 
health status to the populŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΦέ 

 
With all the high-level oral 
health declarations, 
statements and commitments 
ƛǘΩǎ worth remembering that 
establishing the habit of 
brushing teeth, morning and 
night, with fluoride 
toothpaste, from the earliest 
possible age, will go a long 
ǿŀȅ ǘƻ Χ 

 
LŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ά¢ƻƻǘƘ .ǳŘŘȅέ ƻŦ ±ŀƴǳŀǘǳΣ ǿƘȅ 

not get involved HERE 

www.toothbuddies.com.au  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Left: The Gudfala Smile Nurse 
Program (GS-NP) ς combining 

initial training and ongoing 
field evaluation ς upskills 

registered nurses so they can 
educate mothers and carers, 
while detecting and arresting 

oral health diseases at the 
earliest possible age. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QHB3o3fW_mQ
https://toothbuddies.com.au/support/
http://www.toothbuddies.com.au/
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Gudfala Tut Paste 

 
The popularity of our Gudfala Tut Paste, developed six years ago in 
association with DentaLife Australia for use within the Gudfala Tut Skul 
supervised brushing program, has inspired us to investigate ways to expand 
production, making it available to the wider community.  In addition, there 
ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά±!b¦!¢¦ a!59έ recognition awarded in 2023 by the Vanuatu 
Department of Industry and Trade.  
 

Plans and negotiations are well advanced, with the key goals of the venture 
being to: 
 

- generate income to support oral health programs 
 

- build local Vanuatu industry and employment 
 

- ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ±ŀƴǳŀǘǳΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ƻǊŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ, and 
 

- make it 100% Vanuatu owned and controlled 
 

Watch this space! 
 
 

Tooth Buddies 
 
We continue to build on the Tooth Buddy platform 
developed back in  2023 and still see it as an 
important vehicle for generating income to 
support oral health education and prevention 
strategies in Vanuatu. 
 
For the price of just three cappuccinos, around 
$15, we can fund one child through the Gudfala 
Tut Skul brushing program for a whole year.   

 
 

 
One new angle we intend to pursue, is the sale of 
a sample sized Gudfala Tut Paste tube, attached 
to an information card, primarily as a fund 
raiser.  The plan is to target tourists, and others 
keen on supporting oral health programs in 
Vanuatu, with the slogan Χ  

άOne Tube ς One Child ς One YearέΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŦǳƴŘǎ 
raised ǘƻ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άDǳŘŦŀƭŀ {ƳƛƭŜ ς Pre 

{ŎƘƻƻƭ tǊƻƎǊŀƳέ. 
 

 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ±ŀƴǳŀǘǳ ¢ƻƻǘƘ .ǳŘŘȅ simply visit: 
 

www.toothbuddies.com.au  

A green triangle with a drop of water in it

Description automatically generated

https://toothbuddies.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/vanuatumadebrand/
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SECTION TWO  
____________________ 

MSMô« Current Priorities 

From our experience, the key to success with the Gudfala Tut Skul brushing programs is that itΩǎ SUPERVISED. 
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A summary of our key priorities for 2025 are included here: 

 

  

 

1. Gudfala Smile Pre-School Program (GS-PSP) 
 
With the Vanuatu Ministry of Health (MoH) 
assuming responsibility for supervised tooth 
brushing for school-aged children, (age 5-14)  
from 2025 and beyond, under the banner of 
άGudfala Tut ς Health Promoting Schoolsέ όD¢-
HPS), MSM  will focus their attention on 
supervised tooth brushing in playgroups and 
ECCE (Early Childhood Care & Education) under 
ǘƘŜ ōŀƴƴŜǊ ƻŦ άGudfala Smile Pre-School 
Programέ όD{-PSP) 
 

This will involve some re-badging and re-
printing of existing resources as we seek to 
maintain the program at the existing kindies 
and playgroups; still in partnership with the 
MoH.   
 

Building on this, we will also engage with the 
MoH to establish how we might expand the  
program, making it available to all pre-school  
sites throughout the country; budget and  
resources permitting of course. 
 
 

2. Gudfala Smile Pikinini Pak  
 
As a way of complementing the Gudfala Smile Nurse Training Program, our 
plan for 2025 ƛǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άGudfala Smile Pikinini 
Pakέ 
 
The objective is to target children in the 2ς3-year age group.  Which is the age 
cohort between the time maternal health nurses typically have less 
engagement with the child (and parents/carers), and when the child starts 
playgroup or pre-school. 
 
The Gudfala Smile Pikinini Pak will contain many of the same elements found 
in the Gudfala Smile ς Pre School Program but will be tailored specifically to 
the child, with the parent/carer taking responsibility for supervision. 
 
It is envisaged that the Pikinini Pak will be distributed free of charge by those 
registered nurses that have completed the Gudfala Smile Nurse Training 
Program. 
 
Longer term, the hope is that income from Gudfala Tut Paste retail sales will 
subsidise the distribution of the Pikinini Pak, so that the habit of regular brushing 
will be well established by the time the child enters preschool. 
  

Current Priorities 

Above: Gudfala Tut Skul resources will be re-branded 
as Gudfala Smile- Pre School Program (GS-PSP 

Above: The Gudfala Smile Pikinini Pak  
will target children aged 2-3 to 

encourage the habit of tooth 
brushing at the very earliest age  

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/moet.gov.vu/docs/ecce-reports-and-policies/Vanuatu%20National%20Early%20Childhood%20Care%20and%20Education%20Framework.pdf
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3. Gudfala Tut Paste ς Establish a Sound Manufacturing Footing 
 
Gudfala Tut Paste will continue to be manufactured and packaged into 
large, 500ml, returnable and refillable plastic bottles, for use in the 
Gudfala Smile Pre-school Program (GS-PSP).   
 
However, with plans to facilitate the expansion of production to develop 
ŀ άǊŜǘŀƛƭ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎέ in 2025 we will be working to establish a sound footing 
for manufacturing in the long term. 
      
 

4. Gudfala Tut Paste ς Retail Offering  

 
Meetings with the Vanuatu Department of Trade, plus a range of other potential partners, has 
encouraged us to continue pursuing the Gudfala Tut Paste retail offering. 
 

As mentioned earlier, one of our many goals is to generate income to support oral health 
programs.  But, as a charity, we do not intend to establish or run a business in Vanuatu.  Rather, 
we plan to facilitate the establishment of a Vanuatu Charitable Association, 100% owned and 
operated by our Ni-Vanuatu partners and colleagues. 
 

Naturally, there will be many hurdles to overcome, but we are currently in ǘƘŜ άaŀǊƪŜǘ ¢ŜǎǘƛƴƎέ 
stage of the project.  This will involve the establishment of a small-scale manufacturing facility, in 
Port Vila, to produce 1,000 toothpaste tubes of the 50mL and 15mL product.  This will enable us 
to gain valuable market feedback from customers and potential distributors, without spending a 
lot of money.    
 

Due to άǳƴǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎŜŘέ nature of the retail offering, for safety reasons, we are working with 
DentaLife to reduce the fluoride content from 1350ppm to 500ppm, specifically in the pink, 
bubblegum flavoured formulation.    We also have plans to include a 0% fluoride version of the 
product for toddlers, those living in regions where background fluoride levels are already very 
high (eg downwind of volcanos) ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ŦƭǳƻǊƛŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘƻƻǘƘǇŀǎǘŜ.  
 
There are twelve key reasons why we believe in the future market potential of Gudfala Tut Paste: 
 
 

1. Proven track record of Gudfala Tut Paste, since 2018, through the successful school-based 
ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎŜŘ ōǊǳǎƘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άDǳŘŦŀƭŀ ¢ǳǘ {ƪǳƭέ. 
 

2. Adoption of the Gudfala Tut Skul, supervised brushing of teeth program, into the  
άIŜŀƭǘƘ tǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎέ όIt{ύ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŦƻǊ ƎǊŀŘŜǎ м-8, nationwide, from 2025. 

 
3. Appealing taste and acceptance of the bubblegum flavour by children. 
 
4. ±ŀƴǳŀǘǳ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ά±!b¦!¢¦ a!59έ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ. 

 
5. Increased oral health prominence of Vanuatu, (in the South Pacific and Globally)  

ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άhw![ I9![¢I t!/LCL/ L{[!b5{ ![[L!b/9  
/hbC9w9b/9έ όhtL!ύ ƛƴ нлнр. 

 
6. wŜƴŜǿŜŘ ²ΦIΦhΦ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ƻǊŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ά2021 WHO Resolution on  

Oral Healthέ 1. ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άGlobal Oral Health Status Report (2022ύέ 2. 
 

7. DǳŘŦŀƭŀ ¢ǳǘΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŎƻŎƻƴǳǘ ŦƻǊƳǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ  
manufacturer DentaLife.   

 
8. Supports local Vanuatu employment and industry. 

 
9. Product import replacement ς keeping Vatu in Vanuatu. 

 
10. Export potential to other Pacific nations ς earning Vatu for Vanuatu. 

 
11. Potential for donor countries and NGOs to support the sale of Gudfala Tut Paste. 

 
12. Environmentally friendly.  

 
 
1. www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9275116  
2. www.who.int/team/noncommunicable-diseases/global-status-report-on-oral-health-2022  

Above: The plan 
is to test the 

market in 2025 
with a 50mL tube 

and a 15mL 
sample tube 

attached to an 
information 

ά¢ƻƻǘƘ .ǳŘŘȅέ 
card.   

 

The two versions 
of the product 

will hopefully be 
successful in the 

two distinct 
markets we have 

identified. 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9275116/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9275116/
https://www.who.int/team/noncommunicable-diseases/global-status-report-on-oral-health-2022
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9275116
http://www.who.int/team/noncommunicable-diseases/global-status-report-on-oral-health-2022
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  SECTION THREE  
____________________ 

Financials  

Co-founder of Medical Sailing Ministries Inc, Mike Clarke takes care of the vital administrative and financial 
matters that keep the wheels turning. 
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INCOME 2023  Income Description 2024 % 

    
$0 

 

Nurse Training Reimbursements   
(Outstanding invoices) 

$17,539 43% 

 $5,000  Fund Raisers / Events $6,000 15% 

 

$9,029 

 

Grants and Awards  
(Dental Organisations) 

$6,599 16% 

 $5,933  Donations - Organisations: $605 1% 

 $3,877  Donations - Tooth Buddies $2,470 6% 

 $4,160  Donations - Individuals: $6,400 15% 

 $240  Other Income - GST Refunds: $1,543 4% 

    
 

 

 $29,106  Total Income $41,156 100% 

 

 

  

Financial Summary 
The following graphs and statements provide a ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ a{aΩǎ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƻ ол WǳƴŜ нлн4.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

INCOME é Vqjªj ®qj {~|j· f]{j oª~{ Ö   

 

Total income of $41,156* was received, as shown below, in the year ending 30 June 202 4   

* Includes outstanding invoices 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

43%

15%

16%

1%

6%

15%

4%

Medical Sailing Ministries Incorporated - Income 2023-2024

Nurse Training Reimbursements

Fund Raisers / Events

Grants and Awards (Dental
Organisations)

Donations - Organisations:

Donations - Tooth Buddies

Donations - Individuals:

Other Income - GST Refunds:

(Outstanding invoices) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Co-founder of Medical Sailing 
Ministries Inc, Mike Clarke is 

never far away from a computer 
or spreadsheet; usually both.  
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EXPENSES 2023  Expense Description 2024 % 

 $3,677  MSM Incorporated: $3,628 13% 

 $2,341  Gudfala Tut (Storage & Manufacture) $425 2% 

 $17,065  Gudfala Tut Skul Projek $11,068 41% 

 $1,944    Gudfala Smile Nurse Training Program: $10,689 39% 

 $5,475  Tooth Buddies $1,043 4% 

 $8,614  Travel & Accommodation $0 - 

 $3,754  Other Expenses: $238 1% 

 $290  Websites and Technical $132 - 

 $1,226  Funds Transfer Exchange Rate Expenses $0 - 

      

 $44,386  Total Expenses $27,223 100% 

Excess of Income over Expenditure $13,933 

EXPENSES é Where the money went ... 

Total expenses of $27 ,223  were made, as shown below, in the year ending 30 June 202 4  

13%

2%

41%

39%

4%
0Χ1% 0%

Medical Sailing Ministries Incorporated - Expenses 2023-2024

MSM Incorporated

Gudfala Tut (Storage & Manufacture)

Gudfala Tut Skul Projek

Gudfala Smile Nurse Training Program:

Tooth Buddies

Travel & Accommodation

Other Expenses:

Websites and Technical
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BANK - JULY 
2023 

$42,264  Bank Balances as at 30 June 2024: $23,378 

 $35,029  MSM Inc Account $16,972 
 $0  Tooth Buddies Account $5,125 
 $7,235  Gudfala Tut Account $1,281 

 

 

 

 

 

Medical Sailing Ministries Incorporated 
Annual Accounts Summary for year ended 30 June 2024 

SUMMARY MSM Inc 
for year ended 
30 June 2023 

 
MSM Inc 

for year ended 
30 June 2024 

   Overall Summary  
 $42,264  Balance at 01 July 2023 $26,984 
 $29,106  Income $41,156 
 $44,386  Expenses $27,223 
 $26,984  Balance as at 30 June 2024 $40,917 

Medical Sailing Ministries Incorporated 
Assets and Liabilities for year ended 30 June 2024 

MSM Inc for 
year ended  

30 June 2023   

MSM Inc for  
year ended  

30 June 2024 

 

  Current Assets 
  

 
 Cash Assets: 

  

    Balance at Bank:   
$35,029        MSM Inc Account $16,972   

0        Tooth Buddies Account $5,125  
$7,235        Gudfala Tut Account (Port Vila) $1,281 Note 1 

$42,264  Bank Total $23,378  
    Accounts Receivable   

0        Payments to be received (3 x Invoices): $17,539 Note 2      
$42,264  Total Current Assets $40,917  

  Non-Current Assets   
$0       Equipment and Tools $0 Note 3 

$42,264  Total Assets $40,917       
  Current Liabilities   

$0       Current Loans $0  
$0       Payments (Invoices) Outstanding $0  
$0  Total Liabilities $0       

$42,264  Net Assets $40,917  
  

Note 1 The Gudfala Tut Account is held at ANZ Bank in Port Vila , Vanuatu in their local currency (Vatu).  As at 30 June 
2024 the account balance was VUV101,647.  This translates to AUD$1,281 using the foreign exchange rate of 
AUD$1 to VUV79.351.  

Note 2 As at 30 June 2024, there were three invoices outstanding for payment.  The three invoices totalled 
$AUD17,539 (VUV1,043,335).  As at 31 August $9,808 (VUV760,834) had been paid. 

 

Note 3 MSM has a range of small appliances in Port Vila, primarily domestic food mixers and bottle fillers.  None of 
these has an individual asset value overt $1,000 and is not included in the assets list. 

Annual Accounts, Bank Balances, Assets & Liabilities 30 June 2024  

 
 
 
 

A summary of the audited accounts, for the year up to 30 June 2024, is shown below: 

 

MSM Balance Sheet 

 
 
 
 

A summary of a{aΩǎ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƛŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǎ ŀǘ 30 June 2024, is shown below: 
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Assumptions v Actual for 2023-2024 MSM Inc Budget (1 July 2023 to 30 June 2024)  

9ƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴŘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ά!ŘƳƛƴ ŀƴŘ CƛƴŀƴŎŜ Dǳȅέ Χ ŀƴŘ a{a Ŏƻ-ŦƻǳƴŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ Χ aƛƪŜ /ƭŀǊƪŜΦ   

You may never have wondered how the financial budget for the year-ŀƘŜŀŘ ƛǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ Χ what factors and 

variables are considered Χ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜǎ to what actually happened.  Well, just for fun, and for those other 

spreadsheet-ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ Χ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ŀƴȅǿŀȅ Χ 

 

 

 

FUTURE - 2024 Planning Assumption PAST - What Actually Happened in 2024 

±ŀƴǳŀǘǳ Ψ{ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅΩ ŦǊƻƳ 
Cyclones Judy and Kevin will be lifted in 
September 2023, allowing programs to 
gradually be re-introduced. 

State of Emergency from cyclones Judy and Kevin lifted in September, 
/ȅŎƭƻƴŜ [ƻƭŀ Ƙƛǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ Ψ{ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅΩ 
ōŜƛƴƎ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ǳƴǘƛƭ aŀǊŎƘ нлнпΦ  5ǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ΨǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅΩ Ƴŀƴȅ 
restrictions apply to services, transport and ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǘƻ ΨǊŜǎǇƻƴŘΩ ŀƴŘ 
ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎŜ ΨǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅΩ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊΦ 

2024 is a time of 'Change' and 
'Consolidation' 
 

Still the over-riding goal but natural disasters and other events limited 
the progress. 

GTSP continues in its current form in all 
existing 'schools' sites until 31 December 
2024 
 

GTSP planned to re-commence in all sites following the lifting of 
/ȅŎƭƻƴŜ [ƻƭŀ ΨǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅΩ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘ нлнпΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ 
strike (and staff implementation issues) resulted in supervised brushing 
not being available in most schools during the year. 

No new schools/ECCE to be implemented 
during the year 

Correct. 

GTSP will be renamed Gudfala Smile Pre-
School Program (GS-PSP) 
 

Changes in brushing programs finalised with the release of the Vanuatu 
National Oral Health and Strategic Action Plan 2024-2030 (NOHP) that 
was published in November 2024. No activity on this initiative during 
the 2023-2024 year. 

GS-PSP will continue as the Supervised 
Tooth Brushing Program for ECCE and Pre 
School during 2024, and beyond. 

Following the release of the NOHP, this will be named GS-PSP.  MSM 
will retain responsibility for GS-PSP (ECCE). 

GS-PSP materials, supplies and processes 
will be reviewed and redesigned where 
appropriate (eg bottle labels) 

Due the uncertainty of future programs, GSP-ECCE material re-design 
was deferred until 2025 year.  

Three bank accounts will be operated 
(MSM Inc, Tooth Buddies and Gudfala 
Tut). No new bank accounts opened. 

Three banks accounts continued to be operated (MSM Inc, Tooth 
Buddies and Gudfala Tut (Port Vila). 

Bank Balance at 30 June 2024 budgeted to 
be $18,000 
 

Actual bank balance as at 30 June 2024 was $23,378. 

INCOME  

Donations from Individuals and 
Organisations will reduce from previous 
years due to cost-of-living pressures 

Donations from individuals reduced marginally (budget $7,000 to actual 
$6,400), but donations from Organisations reduced significantly ($7,000 
to $605). 

Donations from Tooth Buddies will reduce 
from previous years 

Donations via Tooth Buddies Program reduced (budget $6,000 to actual 
$2,470).  Limited campaigns due to program uncertainties in Vanuatu. 

No income from Retail Sales programs 
during year (in Vanuatu or Australia) 
 

Retail sales development not pursued due to Sponsor and staff 
uncertainties in Vanuatu. 

Reimbursement will be received for 
Vanuatu MOH for Gudfala Smile Training 
Course development 

Invoices raised during the year to claim reimbursement for Gudfala 
Smile Nurse Training Program expenses from the Borrow Foundation 
project funds.  The total amount as $17,539.  None of this was paid 
during the 2024 Office Year and at the end of year, this was included in 
ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ŀǎ ΨƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƳƻǳƴǘǎΩ).  These have commenced being 
paid in the 2024-2025 Office Year. 



32 | P a g e 
 

 

 

  

EXPENDITURE  

GTSP for existing schools and ECCE will 
continue to be 'one' combined expense. 

Programs not implemented separately  - continued as one combined 
expense. 

GS-PSP redesign and development will be 
budgeted separately 

Redesign did not commence. 

Fixed Costs will continue to steadily 
grow.  These are MSM Incorporated 
expenses (legals, accounting, insurance) 
and websites/technical. 

MSM Incorporated remained about the same ($3,628) as additional 
Port Vila Accountant expenses, not incurred.  No increase in 
website/technical due to minimal charge for Mailchimp email manager 

GTSP resupply of school-based materials 
and supplies will be the major expense for 
2024 

GSTP re-supply was $11,068 (against a budget of $7,400). 

Minimum budget/expenses for Gudfala 
Smile Nurse Training (GSNT) Course. Any 
costs will be recovered for MOH Project 
Budget. 

GSNT expenses were $10,689 during year.  Invoices raised to reclaim 
full expenses.  See comments above 

Team visits to Port Vila will resume during 
the year. 

Due to States of Emergency and Air Vanuatu Voluntary Liquidation 
travel was not possible during the year. 

Retail Offering - No budget Allocation for 
Australia, Development only allocation for 
Vanuatu 

No retail development (or expense) occurred. 

No budget allocation for PCV Health 
Building Project 

Project abandoned ς no expenses incurred 

[ƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ Ψ{ŀǇƻǘŜƳ tǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΩ 
(budget-wise). 

Projects delayed ς no expenses incurred. 

Website and Technical expenses 
increased, primarily due to Mailchimp 
costs 

Expenses remained minimal ($132) due to private funding of Mailchimp 
and sponsorship 

Other Expenses includes a 'Contingencies" 
amount for impact of Cyclones and 
Earthquakes on the programs ($2,000). 

Contingencies not used due to change in programs and travel 
restrictions. 

GTSP for existing schools and ECCE will 
continue to be 'one' combined expense. 

Programs not implemented separately  - continued as one combined 
expense. 

Far left: The opening of the new 
dental clinic at the Vila Central 
Hospital has improved access to 
treatment for many.   
 
Left: The treatment fees are 
shown here, with 1000 Vatu 
(VT) being equivalent to approx. 
$7.50 AUS 
 
Bottom: Breezy waiting room to 
suit the tropical conditions 
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SECTION FOUR  

____________________ 

Brief History of MSM 

Transporting gear ashore for a dental, eyecare and medical clinic, Port Resolution, Tanna 2010.   
Dentist Dr Tony Burke becoming the first to treat teeth as part of the MSM medical mission outreach  
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Stori Blong MSM  (The story of MSM) 

FǊƻƳ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǘŜŀƳǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƻǘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘǎ ŀōƻŀǊŘ ŀ ȅŀŎƘǘΣ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άBEST Public ToiletέΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 

significant focus on oral health, Medical Sailing Ministries have packed a lot into the past 15 ȅŜŀǊǎ Χ  

Medical Sailing Ministries in 2008/09 as a Christian outreach of North 
Ringwood Uniting Church in partnership with PCV Health (Presbyterian Church 
of Vanuatu) and the Vanuatu Prevention of Blindness Project, to transport 
eyecare teams around the remote islands of Vanuatu using a yacht owned 
jointly between Rob Latimer and his brother Andrew. 

.ŀǊǊȅ /ǊƻǳŎƘ ōǳȅǎ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ рл҈ ǎƘŀǊŜ 
of Chimere to keep the program afloat. 

Assist PCV Health 
establish the 
Vanuatu Dental Care 
Service to operate 
alongside their 
existing eyecare 
project. 

Observe the impact 
of poor oral health 
on the population 
and commit to 
finding ways to bring 
about improvement. 

While on the 2013 medical sailing mission, Dr Barry Stewart conducts a pilot 
study showing the levels of tooth decay and gum disease in a range of 
locations, correlated to proximity to shops selling sweets, fizzy drinks and 
sugary treats.  This becomes the genesis of the National Oral Health Survey 
MSM would coordinate three years later in 2017.   

2009  
 

 

 

2010 

 

 
2011 

 

 
2012  

 
 

2013  

 

 
2014  

 

 
2015 

 

 
 

BEGINNINGS  

SEEDS OF DENTAL 

PROGRAM SOWN 

ESTABLISH VANUATU 

DENTALCARE SERVICE 

PLAN FUTURE 

DENTAL PROGRAM 

6?6O6!=Õ ñ=6>6O.,ò 

ORAL HEALTH SURVEY 

CONDUCTED 

SUPPORT LAND-BASED 

DENTAL, EYECARE & 

MEDICAL OUTREACHES 

CYCLONE PAM 

RESPONSE 

Conduct sailing 
missions in 2009, 
2010 and 2013, with 
amazing support 
from Sydney sailor, 
Bob Brenac (below) 

tŀǊǘƴŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƻŦ tŀǳƴŀƴƎƛǎǳ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘ 9ŦŀǘŜ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŜ ά.9{¢ tǳōƭƛŎ 
¢ƻƛƭŜǘέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ tŀŎƛŦƛŎΦ  www.bestpublictoilet.org  

https://bestpublictoilet.org/
https://bestpublictoilet.org/
http://www.bestpublictoilet.org/
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2018  

 
 

2019 

 

 
2020  

 

 
2021  

 
 

2022  

 

 

202 3  

 

 

202 4  

 

 

 

In 2015 Participate in the Oral Health 
Conference /Storian, ORGANISED BY 
Fruit of the Pacific, which was cut short 
by Cat 5 TC Pam.   

Develop a pink, bubblegum flavoured, 
coconut oil-based toothpaste for use 
in the Gudfala Tut Skul supervised 
tooth brushing program, which we 
make in Port Vila in partnership with 
PCV Health 

Establish Tooth Buddies as a 
sustainable funding strategy.    
 

Vanuatu Ministry of Health 
adopts the Gudfala Tut Skul 
program from 2025 
 

Vanuatu Ministry of Health 
conducts the first Gudfala Smile 
Nurse Training course. 

2016 

 

 

2017 
 

COMMENCE PLANNING 

NATIONAL ORAL 

HEALTH SURVEY 

COORDINATE & 

FINANCE NATIONAL 

ORAL HEALTH SURVEY 

LAUNCH OF NATIONAL 

ORAL HEALTH SURVEY 

AND POLICY 

20 -WEEK BRUSHING 

TRIAL, AND START OF 

GUDFALA TUT SKUL 

SUPPORT OF F.D.I. AND 

I.C.D. IN DEVELOPING 

GUDFALA TUT SKUL 

In 2017 coordinate a National Oral 
Health Survey of the country and assist in 
writing the first National Oral Health 
Policy, both of which were launched in 
November 2018.  

Dr Barry conducts a 20-week 
school-based brushing trial to 
demonstrate the value of 
supervised brushing of teeth in 
reducing plaque.  Funding 
obtained from the FDI World 
Dental Federation and the 
International College of 
Dentists to establish Gudfala 
Tut Skul brushing program.   

CLOSE ASSOCIATION 

WITH DENTALIFE 

AUSTRALIA 

GUDFALA SMILE NURSE 

TRAINING PROGRAM 

ESTABLISH  

TOOTH BUDDIES 

Obtain grant-funding from the Borrow Foundation to develop and conduct 
the Gudfala Smile Nurse Training Program to up-skill registered nurses in 
oral health education and prevention. 

FIRST GUDFALA SMILE 

NURSE TRAINING 

COURSE CONDUCTED 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/5512by053qixdz6/NOHS%202017%20Report%20Final.pdf?dl=0
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2021/08/Vanuatu-National-Oral-Health-Policy-2019-2023.pdf
https://toothbuddies.com.au/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/5512by053qixdz6/NOHS%202017%20Report%20Final.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/5512by053qixdz6/NOHS%202017%20Report%20Final.pdf?dl=0
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2021/08/Vanuatu-National-Oral-Health-Policy-2019-2023.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2021/08/Vanuatu-National-Oral-Health-Policy-2019-2023.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2021/08/2018-Gudfala-Tut-Oral-Health-School-Brushing-Trial-REPORT.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2021/08/2018-Gudfala-Tut-Oral-Health-School-Brushing-Trial-REPORT.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2021/08/2018-Gudfala-Tut-Oral-Health-School-Brushing-Trial-REPORT.pdf
https://www.fdiworlddental.org/
https://www.fdiworlddental.org/
https://icd.org/gudfala-tut-skul-program-vanuatu/
https://icd.org/gudfala-tut-skul-program-vanuatu/
https://toothbuddies.com.au/
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www.msm.org.au 


