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The two words thatspring to mind when summing [}024
must surely bexchallenging andéencouraging @

On the one handthere were the challenge presented bythree
major tropical cycloneg dudy, Kevinand Lolag which hit in
March and November 2023ong withtheir resulting States of
Emergencyvhichextenced into 2024.

Plus, there wasthe impact ofthe yearlongli S I O &triké\al &
the Gudfala Tut supervised tooth brushing program

N 8 - - £ oS But then,on the other hand the year was extremely
Rob Latimer & Mike Clarlos the ground in Port Vila, 2024 encouragingn the following key areas of activity:

1. Gudfala SmileNurse Training CourseAfter considerable delayshe Gudala(pr Goodfelld Smile Nurse
Training Prograntommencedn Mayto enthusiastic reviewsparticularlyfrom the participating nurses

2. Gudfala Tut Skut The Vanuatu Ministry of Heal{iMloH)announced they woulthe assumindull
responsibility for theGudfala Tut Skijpr Goodfella Toot Skoofupervised tooth brushing prograroy
incorporatngit into their existing Health Promoting Schools Progrdon Grades 8.

3. Gudfala SmilePre-School Progran With the MoHfocusing on supervised tooth brushing fmhootaged
children under thebannerof 6Gudfala Tug |l S| f G K t NR Y 2 G-WRSMISN WilKndv2focéséon 6 [
supervised tooth brushing playgroupsand ECCHEEarly Childood Care & Educationlinder the banner of
oGudfala Smile Ps8chool Progras(GSPSP)

4. Oral Health Pacific Islands Allian¢@PIA) It is exciting to see tha¥anuatu will be hosting th20250PIA
conference on oral healihl-4 September 2025, in Port Vilzecause otheir increasing prominencin oral
health.

5. Oral Health Policy & StrategAction Plang Having assisted in writing the very fildational Oral Health
Policy 2012023 (back in 2018it wasa privilege to bénvolvedin its revision now called thé/anuatu
National Oral Health Policy and Strategic Action PG#¢2030

6. Gudfala Tut Paste The popularity obur Gudfala Tut Paste, developsidt years agm association with
DentalLife Australighasinspired us tanvestigate ways to expand productiomaking it available to the wider
community. Plansand negotiations are well advanced, with tkey goals of the venture being:to

- generate income to suppodral health programs
- build localVanuatuindustry and employment and
-F dzNJi K S NJ | R @ prghtinSncetint oyatiakealtdzQ &

7. Tooth Buddieg; Still in its early days, btihe strategy of linking individuals and communities throJaioth
Buddiesto generate awareness and funding fmur oral health activities and programsontinues to grow
L UaRafinding anew applicationas a way of targetinggles ofGudfala Tut Paste to tourists and supporters
through afundraisingsample/informationpack.

In looking forward to the year aheathere is no doubt more challenges will present themselv@st we remain
confidentthat we are on a clear pattsupporting and expandingral health, while building local ownership and
sustainability.

To all our supporterplusthose who have provided advice and encouragemesttake this opportunity to say a
massiveTHANK YOU!' FUSNJ | £ £ 2 A0 Qa 2 yihd&idualKgrBpdzahegEompadiss thatsSvEes NP2 a
continue our work.

lknowil Qa [l-ugeddiofés il there is no doubt that |mproved oral health, speuﬂdhiiyugh establlshlngtheA
habit ofbrushing teeth at the earliest possible ageY  { S& I RAFFSNBYy OS¢ o t 208y
improved overall health.

With your help we look forwartb 2023

Rob Latimer
Cofounder Medical Sailing Ministries Inc.
Reponsible for communications, development and operations
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ByDzLfP214
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ByDzLfP214
https://msm.org.au/gudfala-tut/
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/moet.gov.vu/docs/ecce-reports-and-policies/Vanuatu%20National%20Early%20Childhood%20Care%20and%20Education%20Framework.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/971331526343289/posts/3089522477857506/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/yuriko-harada-972a9b175_vanuatu-oralhealth-globaloralhealthactionplan-activity-7258218845453103104-URyt/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/yuriko-harada-972a9b175_vanuatu-oralhealth-globaloralhealthactionplan-activity-7258218845453103104-URyt/
https://msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2021/08/Vanuatu-National-Oral-Health-Policy-2019-2023.pdf
https://msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2021/08/Vanuatu-National-Oral-Health-Policy-2019-2023.pdf
https://vbtc.vu/vanuatu-takes-major-step-forward-with-new-oral-health-strategy-for-2024-2030/
https://vbtc.vu/vanuatu-takes-major-step-forward-with-new-oral-health-strategy-for-2024-2030/
https://toothbuddies.com.au/
https://toothbuddies.com.au/

Charitable Status

Medical Sailing Ministries Inc. (MSM lrecgn IncorporatedustralianAssociation and a registered healt
promotion charity with tax deductible gift recipient status. Our ABN is 28 775 729 364

Affiliations andPartnerships

Our key partners and affiliates fordgountry work are:

I PCV Health (An outreach of the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatr)pcvhealth.org
1 The Vanuatirevention of Blindness ProjesN 7441989348
1 The Integrated Oral Health, Eyecare and ENT Unit in the Vanuatu Ministry of Health

Contacts

Coordinators: Mike Clarke & Rob Latimer28/Wonga Rd, Ringwood North, 3184C Australia

E msmvanuatu@gmail.comW: www.msm.org.au .

Donate [Enss
If you would like to donate to the work of Medical Sailing Ministnieshe details are as follows: wilkistries
VANUATU/

Bank Transfer ANZ Ringwood Medical Sailing Ministries IncBSB: 013 403A/c No.: 313809003

(Please include your name on the bank transfer to assist with-cheskingand email your details to
msmvanuatu@gmail.corfor receipting purposgs ’ . o _
C2NJ AYUSNYyFruaA2ylFt Y2ySé UNrya¥FSNBRZ UKS !'b% {2LC¢ O

By Cheque PaytocGaSRAOFIf {lFAfAyadmsttgAAGNASE LyOd ! Kk O¢ .
MSM, 29 Wonga Rd, Ringwood North, 313&€ Australia

To receive a receipt, please include your detplilss email and/or postal address

Donate through Tooth BuddiesFor$15, the costof justthree cappuccingne child can participate in the
Gudfala Smile supervised brushing program for a whole! year

ClickHEREoO find out morewww.toothbuddies.com.au/support

ﬂ Gudfala Tut
https://www.facebook.com/people/Gudfalaut/100047723089804/

Medical Sailing Ministries Inc.
https://www.facebook.com/MedicalSailingMinistries/

TANK YU TUMAS
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http://www.pcvhealth.org/
mailto:msmvanuatu@gmail.com
http://www.msm.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/MedicalSailingMinistries/
https://www.facebook.com/MedicalSailingMinistries/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Gudfala-Tut/100047723089804/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Gudfala-Tut/100047723089804/
https://www.facebook.com/MedicalSailingMinistries/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Gudfala-Tut/100047723089804/
http://www.toothbuddies.com.au/support
http://www.toothbuddies.com.au/support
mailto:msmvanuatu@gmail.com
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Messages & Reflections

Mike Clarke

Caofounder of MSM, and respwible for admin, finance and operations

Ly fFad &SIFNRa NBXI20RMpomises td bed yesddf
Change and Consolidation aX the way forward becomes clear. The Stat
of Emergency from cyclones Judy and Kevin was planned to beitifted
September in 2023 and many pastclone initiatives were being prepared
for implementation. The arrival of Cyclone Lola in October 2023 (with itg#
sixmonth state of emergency) immediately deferred the timing of any
change until March 2024.

From March 2024, we geared up to commence our main progrnam
ensuring supplies for the Gudfala Tut SKail SPnaterials were on hand
in both major centres Port Vila and Luganville. Unknown to us,
schoolteacherdiad commenced a strike that was to last all yeBormany
schools this meant the dailyugpervised toothbrushing wasmplynot
possible.Yet another blow to our plans!

. . . . . . Mike Clarkdakes a 15minute time
The impact on MSK2 &dmin, Finance and Operations was immediate out breakduring a recenbusiness

Specifically, ouplans with theToothBuddiesprogramwere delayedand planning trip to Vanuatu
we wereunable to implement extensions to programs for which we had
received industry funding from the International College of DentSextion VIII (ICD).

Despite these setbacks, vdéd manage to continue our Finance and Operations processes and implement
some improvements including:

1 A major resupply of all GTSP materials and purchase larger capacity mixers and more flexible bo
filling machines.

9 Monitoring of reimbursements (for program development and travel) from the Gudfala Smile Nurs
Training Program that was funded by a grant from the Borrow Foundation (UK)

f / KFEy3aS Ay | 002dzyiAy3d LINRPOSRdzZNBa (2 AyOf dzRS
I 002dzy i a o 'y Wi aasSda FyR [AFoAftAGASaQ { G
reflect Assets other than Casit-bank balances

1 /2YYSYOS Ay@SadAal i rmyNR UKEQ aBdzgr NG (RANRRY 2Ww SHb
development of a retail offering for our Gudfala Tut Paste.

[:.I

Assisting us witlhis, our amazing volunteers and organisations have continued to support us. A great tha
you to Michael Newman and Liz Richards for their assistance with Finance, George Dullege (and Jeneri
technology support, and Liz and Greg Richagisinfor their offer of ToothBuddies admin support.

A great thank you also to North Ringwood Uniting Church, D#atAustralia andhe many individuals and
organisationghat have assisted us in the past year.

A special thank you also to the MSM Board and Dr Barry Stewart who are always there to assist and gui
difficult times.

Lookingforwardy nHp LINRPYAAS& G2 0SS | &S askie way forMardbeosrdeS cldal
following the release of the Vanuatu National Oral Health and Strategic Action Plai2@BQ@4hat has been
developed by the Ministry of Healthintegrated Oral Health Unit.

Once again, we look forward to working with our Vanupdutners and colleagues to advance oral tieal
education and prevention strategies

Mike Clarke

CofounderMedical Sailing Ministries Inc.
Responsible for admin, finance and operations
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Deb Allen

MSMdirector, oral health professionand volunteer

Vanuatu Oral Health takes to the World stage!!

What a difference a year makes. In the last Annual Report, we highlighted the

Oral Health Pacific Islands Alliance (OBbAferencethat took place in Fiji in |

mid-2023 and the exciting outcomes that were planned to improve Oral Health in

the region. The next OPIA conference is to take place in September 2025 and dué e :

to Vanuatu being seen as one of the regional leaders, has been asked to host. ~ Deb Allerfist visited Vanuatu
around ten years ago and

This is such exciting news for Oral Health in Vanuatu. The OPIA Conference loved it so much she now
Committee has already visited Vanuatu and is working with the local Organising intendsto live there
Committee to ensure a seamless event which is planned fordthtSeptember 2025.

The other amazing news is that in NovemB8R4, Vanuatu was asked to present on the

world stage at the WHO Global Oral Health Meeti@@HM)in Thailand. This was in recognition of the highel
work Vanuatu has done in areas such as Governance, Leadership and Finance that started with the 2017 (
Health Survey and the subsequent and recent Oral Health Policies.

At the inauguraWHO GOHM in Bangkok, an historic event for Small Island Developing States (SIDS) took
This firstever gathering of oral health leaders from SIDS titi&dva Declaration Meets the Bridgetown

5SOf NI UA2YY 9ELIX 2NAY3I hNXrft | SFftUK LYUS3INIuAzz2y |
IEar an;j wideto explore ways to integrate oral health into national frameworks for Non Communicable Diseas
NCD).

The key objectives included:

i

9 Integration, Strengthenindvionitoring and
enhancing NCD and oral health information

@) ki

systems in SIDS conteand A\ pord ealth
g}aganization
'  Qossregional Collaboration: Fostering stronger : Cou,,t,yexperiences9"&ﬁnance
networks and knowledgsharing between the SID| b governance, leadership
Attendees from countries such as St Lucia, Samoa, Fiji, B Vanuata, Kenya, Malaysia, Morocco

Malta, Philippines PNG, Vanuatu, Tuvalu, Nauru,
Marshal Islands, Jamaica, Kiribati, and Seychelles,
contributed to discussions that marked a significant
step forward in global oral health efforts.

To the many MSMalunteers over the past 15 years,
whetheryoube silors, nurses, oral health professionals
data gatherersdataanaly®rs,fundraisersor encouragers
we take this opportunity to thank you most sincerely.

Dr Rhoda Buleepresentingvanuau at the W.H.O. Global
) ) o Oral Health Meeting in Thailan#lov 2024

In your ownuniqueway, youhavecontributed tobuilding

the oral health platfornthat has enabled Vanuatu teow stand tall on the world stage.

Well done!

| (V)“(s);rakt’u;laetﬁlcm ol
WHO Global Oral Health
Meeting - Thailand
26-29 November 2024

On theg »ad to the 2025 e
" » Mes :
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Dr JennyN TangisNokrac)

Principal Dental Officer at Vila Central Hospital

We are honoredo have worked alongside Medical Sailing Ministries (MSM) for the past 15 years, since it
AYOSLIWAZ2Y AY HAanpd® a{a KFa IAINBlIaftée AYLI OUSR UK
through its collaboration with the Ministry of Health
for the first National Oral Health Survey in 2017.

This partnership led to the creation of strategies to _
address the high rate of dental caries among children ¢

adzOK |a UKS _ aDdzZRTI I q:dzué
YR UKS aDdzRTEEF &AYALS vy
non-dental health workers.

el

A Y

\

iy

- g0

sl 2T Ppe
L 3

Additionally, the production of Gudfala toothpaste has
enhanced Vanuatiade products. \

More innovations are on the way, and we express oul
deepest gratitude to Dr. Barry Stewart, Robert Latime
and Mike Clar&for their dedication.

< =

We look forward to continuing these efforts to reduce

oral health issues in Vanuatu, and wish the MSM o . _Dr Jenny Tangis
families a very Merry Christmas and many blessings as Principal Dental Officer at Vila Central Hospil
they continue serving the people of Vanuatu.

Warm Regards

Dr. Jenny N Tangis

Dr Barry Stewart

Dentist, formerMMSM director volunteerandoral healthadviser

Nurses in Vanuatu keen to play a
role in prevention of ECC

Early childhood caries (ECC) is a serious form of dental decayg

that affects the baby teeth of young children aged five years
and younger. ECC can cause pain, infection (dental abscess),
loss of sleep and problems with speech and eating.

It was clear from the results of the National Oral Health
Survey (2017) that ECC is highly prevalent in Vanuatu...70% of Dr Barry Stewarwith his Nivanuatu dental
children aged & years nationally had dental decay with colleagues and friendéugust 2017
10% reporting toothache on one or more occasiwithin the

past month.

If not addressed, symptoms eventually progress, and in severe cases children may require dental treatm
including extraction of multiple decayed teeth. Furthermore, the consequences of toothache may include
of sleep and detrimental effects on theayvth and development of the child. Even the whole family may be
affected by children waking in the night with toothache. Indeed, teachers supervising the Gudfala Tut Ski
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Program (GTSPsupervised toothbrushing) in kindergarte
and grade 1 classes over the past 5 years, have reported
toothache as a major cause of school absence.

In the early stages, ECC can be easily reversed or arrestd
so early identification is vital. If, on the other hand, ECC ig
allowed to progress in young children, by the time they ar
seen typically around commencement of kindergarten or
grade 1 primary school or even later by an oral health

professional, the disease may have already progressed
to an advanced stage making treatment far more expensi
and traumatic for the children.

So, this is where health clisicespecially MCH, nurses can
play an important role in early intervention and indeed

improving oral health of the whole family...not just for the child. 2Ct (Ealy chllehoedl cetlizs) 7 o)

Tongoa Is., NOHS 201

UPSTREAMPREVENTION
GS-NP
Babies/toddlers (0-4 years)

Caries risk assessment
& early intervention

Prevention of ECC

= o Parental - oral health
education

o Early childhood caries
prevention (caries risk
assessment and early
intervention - fluoride

Pre-school (4-5 years)
Supervised toothbrushing
Early habit formation

varnish)
o Early oral hygiene habit
formation

o Reinforcement of twice
daily toothbrushing using
Primary school (6-14 years) fluoride toothpaste
Supervised toothbrushing o Promoting healthy food and
Habit reinforcement beverages
o Universal Health Coverage

The role of G8IP is summarised in ttedove
LUpstream Preventidhodel:

Thus, the Gudfal&mile Nurse Program (&) was proposed as a prime example of a public health upstre
model focusing on early disease intervention where the initial contact is made by primary health care
professionals sooner rather than much later by oral health pitesls.

Gudfala Smile Nurse Training Project
The first challenge to address was the initial setting up of a training course comprising lecture and p
components.

Fortunately, theAustralianNorthern Territory Government, Department of Health, had an existing prog
namely,Healthy Smileslesigned to equip registered nurses with skills to prevent and intervene in ECC in is
communities in the Territory with similar issues to Vanuatu in terms of limited and inequitable access 1
health services.

8| Page



Thus, permissiowas soughtand graciously consented by the Northern Territo% P
Government to allow the Vanuatu Ministry of Health to ad&jealthy Smilet Y
the Vanuatu context, including translation into Bislama to enhance compreher

over a short timeframe with respect to the course duration of just one week.

. . . _ Healthy Smiles
The training course development committee was chaired by Dr Jenny Tangis, Oral Hoaltn & arnsh Information

PrincipalDental Officey Vila Central Hospital (VCH) Dental Department support e
by MSM, which developed the training materials and assisted with the applica )
for a successful grant of over $30,000 acquired from The Borrow Foundation, '
UK-basedcharity which prefers projects that involve fluoride ion products in \ n
preventive public health programs. n& 34
wowhealthyntt gov.au

Following completion of the development phase, with Dr Jenny having to focu
on the new dental clinic facility plus the transfer of Dr Rhoda Bule Abbie from
curative to the position of Acting Head, Integrated Oral health Unit, Directorate
of Public Health, responsibilifgr implementation ofthe Gudfala Smile Nurse
Trainingcourse (GHT) and theGudfala Smile Nurse Progrd@SNP)

passed to Dr Rhoda.

Accordingly, the first-iveek workshop was implemented in Port Vila (SHEFA,: S

May 2024) followed by the second in Luganville (SANMA, September 2024). Gudfala Smile
The tweek workshops comprised aday lecture component and-@ay Bl training
practical component, and participants were provided with materials for use 3
in their health workplaces i.e., Health Clinic or Maternal Child Health Clinic. -3
The number of participants attendlng the SHEFA and the SANMA workshops
was 8 and 9, respectively. :

Both workshops were led by Dr Rhoda and the teams were drawn from the -
Integrated Oral Health Unit (Dr Evatt Ala and Bob Natuman), the SHEFA tear:
supported by Dr Jenny Tangis and Dr Lilly Dan (VCH Dental) and the SANMA
team supported by Dr Lannya Kalpukai and Lilon Konali Nicholas
(Northern Provincial Hospital Dental Clinic).

Top The NT Health Dept. gracious
provided permission fddr Barry to

A Vanuatu TV News segment about the SHEFA

Workshop can be accessed here modify their oral health nurse
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ByDzl fP214 training forthe Vanuatucontext.
Above After countless hours
Note that the situation in thenewseel appears Dr Barry had produced thg&Sudfala
Vanuatu'TiV'News - 16 May 2024 somewhat disorganised because the Vanuatu Smile Nurse Training Progr&a
SULRARETLC I T\ News team arrivegnannouncedand the dental ~manual, professionally translatec
team had to scramble to find suitable patients. into the local language of Bislama

Neverthelesscomments (in Bislama languag@pde  Below: Thecourse logotranslated
by some of the nurses were most encouragorgexample, the comments of the male  as v LGive a smile to every chdd
nurse, Donald Kalsong (Vaimaru Health Centre, Emae Island).

GudfalaSmile Nurse Program (@$P)c¢ brief synopsis

1. Target groupBabies/infants/toddlers up to five years of age attending *
Health/MCH Clinic with parent/carer (most often the mother or v
grandmother)

2. Caries risk as_sessmerBased on... Givim Sm“e

a. biological factors such as dental decay status of parents, e b Bl oy, 5 Wity
socioeconomic status, compliance/n@ompliance with
NEO2YYSYRSR G(6A0S RIAf& (G220KoNHAKAY3IZ C
any special health needs, etc.

b. protective factors, namely availability of fluoride ion in drinking water, fluoridated toothpas
professionally applied topical fluorides and regular dental care visits to a dental professior

C. /fAY)\OI f TAYRAYy3IA Ay G(G(KS OKAftRQa G(SSGK 3

OFr@AlGASa 2NJ FAtfAy3da Ay OKAfRQa GSSGUKZI L
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ByDzLfP214
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ByDzLfP214

3. 9EF YAY Il GAZ2Y zmrsefjahd\pbréhﬂmrerY“
seated opposite in the kne®-knee position with the
OKAf RQa KSIR 2y (KS ydzNE
carer.(Refer picture at right)

4. Application of fluoride varnishTo teeth identified with
demineralised enamel or teeth with small cavities.

5. Oral Health EducationRRelated to healthy diet; how ang
6KSy G2 OftSlIy G(KS OKAfR
erupt; toothbrushing including when to start, frequenc
and type of toothpaste to use.

6. Take home informationtt [ S F & S YliftitHe LiphalJ4
ONRBOKdzZNB SELX FAYAYy3d K25 BB
teeth at home and when to bring the child back to the ,
Of)\yAO T2NJ SEIYAyIu)\Z)/T ' P —
gl y KSI{DAADSA (RH20deNJOOKA £ RPa u58a$"nmr<2n Oflchlfﬁlm@lth by tpine@nursas(y |
i.e., information on healthy foods/beverages and shown above
toothbrushing for healthy teeth as well as healthy
growth and development.

7. at A1 AYAY Minibtg 6f Healthgtiild Health RecoydTo increase the content related to oral
health and incorporate Caries Risk Assessment forms and oral health assessments, including rec
any fluoride varnish applications to prevent and/or arrest early dental decay.

GSNT/NPc first consultation visit (August 2024)

a{aQa NRftSQa AyOfdzRSR laaraialyoOS gAGK RS@St 2 LY
The Borrow Foundation, translation of training and educational resources into Bislama, printing, purchas:
shipment of materials to Vanuatu, amdoject consultation services, including development and consultant
dentist services.

With respect to the latter, retired dentist Barry Stewart was
invited to evaluate the workshop training course {85 and
assessment of the nurse program ¢SB) following
implementation into Health/MCH clinics. Plans were made
for a 2week visit in July, the first week to be spent in Port Vi===
to assess the nurse program in SHEFA two months after the
first workshop in May and the second week in Luganville to §
assess the SANMA workshop.

Unfortunately, the collapse of Air Vanuatu just prior to the Aboveé& Below: Erakor Kalmer Takau Dispensar
scheduled flight to Port Vila, including loss of paid tickets, Those nurses who had participated in the Gudf:
meant that the visit had to be postponed to August using an Smile Nurse Training Program in May, were asses
alternate airline (Virgin Australia) and restricted to one week N August (2024) to determine the extent to whic
in Port Vila as there were still no flights from there to they were implementing what they had learr

Luganville and the sea ferry schedule did not suit the SANMA  Pr Evatt Ala (I¢] instructs a new mother from a
training timetable. Gudfala Smile laminated poster

Nevertheless, the consultation visit was worthwhile with -
respect to assessing feedback from the May SHEFA workst=—=,
and assessment of the @8 program following visitations to i
four MCH/Health Dispensary Clinics on Efate.

The evaluation team members comprising Dr Evatt Ala,

Dr Barry Stewart, and Mr Bob Natuman visited George
Pompidou MCH; Dr KB Kaluat Memorial Community Health
Centre, Pango Village; Rufare Health Centre, Ifira Island;
Erakor Kalmer Takdbispensary all located within short
driving/boat distance from the Ministry of Health Offices.
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General observations:

Busynesg well attended by parents with infants/children

Mostly mothers or grandmothers with babies/toddlers

Efficiently managed...assistant nurse weighwadpies/infants and organising health record booklets f
nurse

Competent nursing staff

Copies of educational leaflets were observed to have already been posted by health clinic staff in
waiting areas and examination/interview rooms

Nurses expressed lack of confidence to undertake the oral health interviews and examinations wi
under observation, and requested a demonstration beforehand

Dr Evatt was a perfect model displaying her knowledge in oral health education and excellent
patient/child management skills

Nurses then took over the role and readily integrated oral health into their interviews with parents
On his own initiative, Bob engaged the parents in the waiting rooms (Pango and Ifira Clinics) expl
the need for developing early oral health habits in their children and answering questions
Although most of the children examined were infants less than 12 months old, few parents had ar
1y26f SRAS o62dzi 6KSYy YR K2¢ (G2 adl NI Of SIy
The majority of parents did not regularly brush their own teeth, concurring with the findings of the
National Oral Health Survey (2017) where only 26% of adults in the age grough30& S| NE «&
GKSANI G§SSGK GogAOS I RI 8SRéE RI KIDAONM (0 NS (NS & 2 N
I Many of themothers/grandmothers had poor oral health including untreated dental decay

= = = == = = =a =9 = =| =|

Above Dental caries in mother attending Dr KB Kaluat Memorial Health Centre, Rdlage with her infant

The Gudfal&@mile Nurse Program has been adopted as one of the key strategies under the Vanuatu Nati
Oral Health Policy and Strategic Action Plan 22@30.

For anyone interested JK 2 1 2 INJ LKA 2F GKS @Ararda (2 GKS T B.dzN
may be accessed her2024.08 GHIP Borrow Interim Report 2

Barry Stewart
Dentist, former MSM director, volunteer and oral healtiviser

Above Dr Evatt Ala, Oral Health Coordinator, evaluates the effectiveness of the Gudfala Smile nurse training
GeorgePompidou Mternal Health Centre The Gudfal®mile Nurse Training program upskills registered nurs
targeting babies, toddlergage G4 yearold children, plus their parents and carers
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Andrew Stray

Founder and owner of Dentife Australia

Andrew Stray and the whole DentaLife team remain committed
to the work ofMSM, for which we are extremely grateful.

As Andrew confirmed once more;

We continue to support and make available resources as the need and
projects arise We continue to provide whatever expertise and advise
with respect of the toothpaste and related projects require

Andrew Stray Dentalife Australia

Thank yourom MSM

Andrew Stray
Founder and owner, DentaLife Austral

Recognising S & & dzLJLJ2 NI S N& X
We are greatly indebted tthe following individuals and groups for th@ingoing support:
North Ringwood Uniting ChurchGarage Sale Group *

Regular cashahationsfor over 10 yearsrom sales of '
secondhand and prdoved gooddy the Garag Sale Group.

North Ringwood

Jeneri IT

Data storageand networkingg hereand in Vanuatw pluscritical

ongoingadvice timely assistancand trouble shooting _J E N E R | IT
Inductabend

Payment ofreight costs (for Vanuatu shipmentg)lus thepurchase l N DUCTABEN D

of equipment along withmountains ofencouragement

Modular Components& Automation Modular Components
Assistance witldesign and production of specialist components a Automation
along withpackaging and support for shipments to Vanuatu.

OrienDental Supplies /
Initial donation of over 30,000 toothbrushésr the Gudfala Tut Skul Orlef‘l
program and subsequent ecess tdurther brushes at neacost price ed Everyday for Value & Quality

Cash donation and ongoirsgonsorship and marketing advice.

Angus Pryo(Dental Marketing) C
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https://dentalife.com.au/
https://www.nruc.org.au/
https://www.modularcomponents.com.au/
https://inductabend.com/
https://oriendentalsupplies.com.au/
https://www.anguspryor.com/

- ﬂ
SECTION ONE

202 4 at a Glance

Gudfala Smile Nurse Traini@gurse,

MEDICAL instructors and nursgraduatesg May 2024
SAILING

WAKSTries
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Highlights from the Past Year
Asummaryofth@ S NR&a | OGAGAGASAE Aa AyOf dzZRSR 0S¢t 2

GudfalaSmile Nurse Training Course

It all began aroundhree years agoin October 2021..

G2 Keé y20G f2R3IS | 3 NlbysédpHildnthdbpic Groupil heZByrrows RolinKatidis F&8ne they
suggestiorfrom a W.H.O. representative

The Borrow Foundatiowere known for supporting2 NI £ KSF f K LINE 3 NI Wy ndt WeBude@' R {1 K

Soon afteiDr Barry Stewantepliedvia email (Oct 2021

Robert, Mike and | had a meeting to discuss thamglication to theBorrowFoundation and raised some
ideas that we believe might have even morertaiching benefits for oral health in Vanuatu than GTSP
(Gudfala Tut Skul Program)

One of the observations from Gudfala Tut Skul Program is that children entering the prodgiadeagarten
level in Port Vila and Luganville already have dental decay.

There is a large gap in oral health promotion, education and prevention in the birtheta-8ld group and
only a relatively small group of professional oral health workers to address this problem.

We believe that the best way to help reduce early childhood caries (ECC) is to train a collaborative oral heal
workforce comprising mainly MCH nurses and Village Health Workers as well as other nurse practitioners,
school nurses and possibly even playgrdindergarten and primary school teachers to help reduce ECC.

This is in fact one of the main recommendations in the National Oral Health Survey 2017 Report, November
2018. | have attached a PPT file which | presented at one of our MSM meetings earlier this year pointing out
the gap in preventing ECC and ideas for building a collaborative oral health workforce.

MSM is willing to source and prepare material resources for training ebradrnealth workers in oral health
promotion, education and preventionideally it would be great to have an oral health module embedded
within the Bachelor of Nursing training course and this would be the ultimate objective that could arise from
setting up a training program funded BorrowFoundation.

Although time ishort,we are confident that we can prepare the-application (WHO, Vanuatu MOH, PCV
Health, MSM Inc.) by the closing date.

As described brieflyonpag2 andi p 2 T MSMiAnndaSRepoIbdobjectives of the course were:

EOMINSY)NSS S ==

1. To develop a basic training course in oral health
promotion, education and prevention for primary |
health care waorkers, including Registered Nurses :
and Village Health Warkers, to help reduce the
high prevalence of early childhood caries (ECC) in
children in Vanuatu

2. To incorporate an oral health promotion,
education and prevention module within the
undergraduate Bachelor of Nursing degree course
in the Vanuatu College of Nursing Education

services throughout Vanuatu, initially focused on |
prevention of early childhood caries in children f

|

/ 3. To promote and build more equitable oral health
|

l. aged from birth to 4 years J
L -

— S — e
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https://www.borrowfoundation.org/
https://msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/2023-06-30-MSM-Inc.-2023-Annual-Report-FINAL.pdf

The rest, as they say is histoiy shortX

1. Theinitiative was namedhe éGudfala SmiléNurseTraining Progrard = ¢ A (0 K 1 Abgiy LIS NJY A
obtained fromil KS b 2 NIl K SNY ¢ Sandeht(A2sha@idt@motif$thefr drak hedtiSttaining
course (calledHealthy Smilesto suitthe Vanuatuconditions.

2. Anapplication was written and lodgeaslith The Borrow Foundatigrwho dulyawarded over $AUS30,000
to fund thepilot program.

3. With the support and backing of MSBarry Stewarthen devoted countless hours tariting the
course producing a student manuallong withinstructor presentation an@dditionalstudent
resources, including professional translatwirall materialsinto the local language of Bislama

. Grant ApplicationFeedback and Commenxs

X tthe time of assessingur grant application in early 2022, we

The Bor rOW were greatlyencouragedy the feedback and comments from
0KS 2 NNRB ¢ cordulantRepartA Soyn@at which has

FOUHthlO ]f'l been repfoduced below:

Integration of oral health care into general health (incl. primary care) is an emerging area of priority globally.
While there is general agreement that integration is a good thing, hampéement integrated care in
practice or examples of integrated care is very limited.

Across the world there are numerous projects that have traineedeotal
professionals to deliver oral health care. However, only very few have i
reported if those nomlental professionalsthen applied the new knowledge
to their practice and whether this had an impact of oral health outcomes

This project appears to be unique in that it goes beyond training to actuz
implementation in practice though this component needs further , Va
development or more detailed reporting of how it is going to be o
implemented. As such, it is an important piece ofknand a potential
alternate model of care for low resource settings or geographically
dispersed populations; where we need to make the best use of all our
available health professionals (not just dental), if we want to address org,
health issues.

The impact of this project, if successful, could be immense on various le
- An example of an integrated model of oral health care
- Improved access to care
- Improved oral health outcomes
- Improved individual and community economics
- Improved health system outcomes

A major strength of the application is that it is moving into the realm of integrated oral health care which is
innovative with potential for big health gains. The knowledge added to the literature on the topic of
integrated care would also be extremelyluable. The fact that the team are embarking on such a project
also shows the out of the box thinking and commitment to making a real difference to oral health outcomes
for their communities.

The trustees recognise the potential importance of the project and are keen to see it implemented.

As highlighted in the review, it would be appreciated if the applicants could describe in more detail the desig
and methods to be applied in the evaluation of the programme.

LG ¢2dd R 0SS KStfLJFdzA G2 NBOSAGS (KS LWL AOFyiaQ C
thoughts on the transferability of the programme would also be very interesting; could it provide a model for
similar initiatives in the other countriegéfrritories in the region?
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https://digitallibrary.health.nt.gov.au/bitstreams/7c2c9d67-e41c-4f99-9b64-1e3284b11ca1/download

S, it was incredibly exdingto see the firstweek
long courseconductedin May 2024 with a follow
up courserun in Luganvilléater in the yeato a
second group of registered nurses

It even made the evening news in Vanuatu, which
can be viewedERE
www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ByDzLfP214

As reported? Y (H&afih Pédomotions Vanuatu
Facebook page at the tim{®ay 17 2024X

carried out a first ever pi|ot training on the Featuring the Gudfala Smile Nurse Training Program
integration of oral health into the primary y
healthcare setting.

The pilot targeted maternal child health nurses from Shefa including Epi, Emae and Tongoa and aimed at
giving them basic essential skills in early identification, risk assessment and management of early childhood
caries.

The nurses underwent a figlay theory and practical workshop covering topics such as dental anatomy,
dental disease processes, prevention strategies including role of fluoride products, and associations betwee
general health and dental health.

The practical components at the MCH clinic gave them an opportunity to put into practice new skills learnt b
examining babies and young infants and giving appropriate oral hygiene and lifestyle counselling.

ﬁ @This week the MOH oral health team have VanuatuiliV:News - 16 May 2024

Givim Smile

LONG EVRI! PIKININI

Photos from thevery first
Gudfala Smile Nurse Trainir
Coursegonducting in Port
Vila, May 2024

Integrating

ORAL HEALTH

into Primary Healthcare

| “Please help us look after
| our teeth until we can look . .
after them ourselves” MINISTRI BLONG HELT
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ByDzLfP214
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ByDzLfP214
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid02JYzhPuiJbGCVifzaFN9MQ9vHtaVVT8eViCwtZntGdjPyZimcwHAWGRrGnqFdXTKYl&id=100068800826833
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid02JYzhPuiJbGCVifzaFN9MQ9vHtaVVT8eViCwtZntGdjPyZimcwHAWGRrGnqFdXTKYl&id=100068800826833

GudfalaTut Skul and the Gudfala SnitleSchool Program

The Vanuatu Ministry of Health (MoHilas now assumeflill responsibility for theGudfala Tut Skpr Goodfella
Toot Skoolsupervised tooth brushing program

They arenow in the planning phase to implement supervised brushing of teeth across Gregj¢adprox. age 4.3)
08 Ay 02Nl NI (A yHealth Bromoting Schod& SINRENT dvAdy 3 &

If requested MSMwill assist the Mok with resources and advicedrawing on oursix years of experiende this
area.

As mentioned earlier, the yedong teachers strike has disrupted the rollout and operation aféh & S| N & o6 N
program, with the number oflasses and children involved, &30 September 2023, shown below:

GTSP - Number of Classes and Total Children at Primary Schools and ECCE by Island and Province

As at 30 September 2023

Row Labels Primary Schools/ECCE PS/ECCE Total Classes PS/ECCE Total Children Non Grade 1 Classes Non Grade 1 Children Sum of All Children
Efate 22 47 1508 1508

Santo 32 62 1958 1 50 2008
Ambae 12 13 337 337

Grand Total 66 122 3803 1 50 3853

MSM willcontinue to support supervised
brushing of teethwith our renewed focus
being on preschool children; specifically -
play groupskindergartensand ECCHEEarly _}
Childhood Care & Education)

Toreduce thelikelihood of confusiop(with
i KS & D dz&Hehlth Prombiitm

{ OK 2 2 £H®P$) progiathe pre-school
supervised brushing program will be-
badged asGudfala Smile Pr&chool
Progrant  éPBR)targeting children aged
3-5. -

Plans are now being developedrmodify
our existing brushing programliterature
and resourceg in keeping with the new
nameand focus GEPSP.

We will continue to work in collaboration . _ - y
with the MoH as well as the Ministry of _Above &Belova { a Qd y S¢ T Buperisedddoth brusiang
Education and Training (MOET) in preschool (children aged4) which will be called Gudfala SmiRSP



https://msm.org.au/gudfala-tut/
https://moh.gov.vu/index.php/public-health/health-promotion-unit
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/moet.gov.vu/docs/ecce-reports-and-policies/Vanuatu%20National%20Early%20Childhood%20Care%20and%20Education%20Framework.pdf

Oral Health Policy and Strategic Action Plan -2030

Having assisted in writing the very fitdational Oral Health Policy 20P®23 (back in 2018) it was a privilege to be
involved in its revision, now called tManuatu National Oral Health Policy and Strategic Action PlanZ08%

Theresponsibility largely fell to Dr Rhoda Bule, (Integrated Oral Health Unit), with-ddwaonference in August
2023 bringing a range of stakeholders to Port Vila, including Dr Yuriko Harada from the W.H.O.

As reported on the Health Promotions Vanuatu Facebook page at the time:

Health Promotions Vanuatu
15 August 2023

Congratulations DRhodaBuleand team for the successful review of their oral health policy. Excited to see
work and outcomes for their new policy.

Team Vanuatu taking small pragmatic steps to achieve big ¢_&.5=

f

World Health
,/-' ~zanization
- ; ;

Wan impoten miting i tekem ples long wik ia blahgew Nasonal Orol Helt
polisi.

The aim of the twalay meeting was to review the progress made in the Natio
Oral Health Policy 2032023, and discuss how the Ministry of Health will
continue the effort after the expiration of National Oral Health Policy.

Despite the importance of oral health, there has not been enough commitme
towards improving oral health for a long time in Vanuatu. However, in 2018,
Ministry of Health took a significant step by launching the-gsgtr National
Oral Health Surveytunderstand the burden of oral diseases in Vanuatu.

The National Oral Health Survey showed the urgent need for better investment  Dr Rhoda Bule has taken
; ; ; ading role in the review of ths

and commitment towgrds the promotlon Qf oral health in Vanugtu. After severe{FVanuatu National Oral Healtt

stakeholder consultations, the firstzer National Oral Health Policy 262023 Policy 2012023

endorsed.

Riview blong polisi hemi blong 2024 kasem 2030 mo bae hemi helpem Oral Helt Unit blong praerotaesem o
aktiviti blong hem blong ajivim kasem 2023.
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https://msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2021/08/Vanuatu-National-Oral-Health-Policy-2019-2023.pdf
https://vbtc.vu/vanuatu-takes-major-step-forward-with-new-oral-health-strategy-for-2024-2030/
https://www.facebook.com/p/Health-Promotions-Vanuatu-100068800826833/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/971331526343289/user/601701076/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWKmAhsHpLx8XTYWapGZ-bCKo33_cTX-0Rncw9fHLb24Ged3RryRfHEAnSrIZY2vsW91mCV4zJmleKWxcJmymUfZLP1gRzlcS5nzbzwt6s0UlFGmQ8ucumqJN3mHm1D7h9vH9rLnnjqlxJQgNCdLMeaN0XUWLAniYfLsb704q6ipJIRTIxDKNPUsxFDIIdCS7hsDZcoICpgo5VLSWBoFXFj0smlLil0r7LT6Gubejcatw&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/971331526343289/user/601701076/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWKmAhsHpLx8XTYWapGZ-bCKo33_cTX-0Rncw9fHLb24Ged3RryRfHEAnSrIZY2vsW91mCV4zJmleKWxcJmymUfZLP1gRzlcS5nzbzwt6s0UlFGmQ8ucumqJN3mHm1D7h9vH9rLnnjqlxJQgNCdLMeaN0XUWLAniYfLsb704q6ipJIRTIxDKNPUsxFDIIdCS7hsDZcoICpgo5VLSWBoFXFj0smlLil0r7LT6Gubejcatw&__tn__=-%5dK-R

The latest National Oral Health Pol&slySOncorporates &Strategc Action Plarg, detailing specific plans and
programs to improve oral health, particularly in the early stages of lifsuasnarised below:

Key Oral Health Strategiesvanuatu

The table below is part of a thrggage document prepared by Dr Barry Stewart following the first review of the
NOHP 2012023 in August 2023 and subsequently submitted to the chairperson, Dr Rhoda Bule Abbie. These
strategies were adopted in principle and subsequently incorporated into the Vanuatu NOHP & SA&R3M24

Primary Age Targets

1.
2.
8.

4,

0-5 years pregnant women and mothers with babies to toddlers i.e., Prevention of Early Childhood Caries (ECC

2-3 years; infants attending Playgroupprevention of dental caries and early healthy habits promotion
3-5 years Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) Cemiregention of dental caries and early healthy

habits promotion

5-7 years- Primary school childreq prevention of dental caries and early healthy habits promotion

Key Oral Health Strategies for Primary Age Targets

Program targeting
ECCE Centres
(GSECCE)*

Health; MSM Inc; International College of
Dentists Section VIII (Australian & NZ
Division); other sponsors/sources of fundi

Strategy/Program gﬁguep Responsible group(s) Goals

1. GudfalaSmile Nurse 0-5 PHD (Integrated OH Unit); VCH Dental; N 2024- Commence
Program (G3IP) Dental; MOH (PNO, Nursing workshops; trained nurses
a. Training (GSIT) Administration); VCNE (Principal); MOE; | working in at least 20% of
b. Health Clinics PCV Health; The Borrow Foundation; MS| Health Clinics (urban & rural

Implementation Inc within 5 years
(GSNP)

2. Pikinini Helt Buk 0-5 PHD (Integrated OH Unit); VCH Dental. | 2025- Revised Pikinini Helt
upgrade OH Consultations with MOH (PNO, Nursing | Buk with OH upgrade; Carie
information Administration); VCNE (Principal); MSM Iif Risk Assessment; ECC

intervention; F varnish

3. Gudfala Smile Smol 2-3 PHD (Integrated OH Unit); MOE; PCV 100% urban + larger
Pikinini Program Health; MSM Inc; International College of | provincial centres e.g., Sola
targeting Playgroups Dentists Section VIl (Australian & NZ within 5 years.

(GSSP)* Division); other sponsors/sources of fundi| Prepare children for
transition to supervised
toothbrushing in ECCE
Centres

4. Gudfala Smile ECCE 35 PHD (Integrated OH Unit); MOE; PCV 100% urban farger

provincial centres e.g., Sola
within 5 years.

Prepare children for
transition to supervised
toothbrushing in primary
schools under HPS

*HPS Program does not currently

cover ECCE centres and Playgroups

GudfalaTutHealth
Promotion in Schools
Program targeting
school children
(GFHPS)

WReplacing GTSP

5-7

5-14

(15-18%)

PHD (Integrated OH Unit); MOE; PCV

Health; MSM Inc (Grade 1 classes curren
in the GTSP for 12 months i.e., until Dec 3
2025)

PHD (Integrated OH Unit); MOE; PCV He
(New schools added under GIPS)

(*Note: Older students are less inclined to
comply with supervised brushing at schao
distribute OH kits plus OHE reinforcement

only?)

2025¢ supervised
toothbrushing in schools to
be introduced under new
policy, including supervised
brushing
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Launchedawards the end of 2024he updatednational policy received muetteserved praise frormany quarters:
,dzZNRA 12 | F NENavied@sa t 2 &0 H m
Technical Officer, World Health Organization LI n ked

“H Today,#Vanuatuhas endorsed its second nationgbralhealth policy 20242030, building
on the achievement of the previous national policy.

This updated policy is closely
aligned with the WHO
#GlobalOralHealthActionPlardemonstrating %
tangible commitments to reduce the burden of oral e
disease in country and ensure essential oral health orat 4
s d

. . . into Pril
services are available and accessible for the d” :
. efi] fala <
population. e

Congratulations to the Ministry of Health Vanuatu &
to this significant milestone, leading the oral health
actions in the#Pacificlslanadountries!

fert!

MOH launches updated Oral Health
Policy and Strategic Action Plan

DAILYPOST VANUAS Nlov 2024

The government, through the Ministry of Health (MoH) recently launched the
updated Oral Health Policy and Strategic Action for 2024 to 2030, marking a
significant step towards improved dental health across the country.

Introduced by the Acting Director General (DG) of Health, Dr. Samuel Posikai Tapo
the policy will serve as a roadmap for the ministry in addressing the

alarming oral health issues that impact manyBinuatu, especially ¢tren.

NIt KSIHfEGK NBYFAYya | LINBaaiAy3d Lzt A
a! yrFaA2ylFt adiNBSe Ay HamtT KAIKEAIKG!
children aged 5 to 7 suffering from untreated dental decay. This policy will enable

us to address this critical need and improve the health andov8Ik y 3 2 F 2 dzNJ O2 YYdzy A G A Sa d¢é

The updated Oral Health Policy and Strategic Action Plan comes after Dr. Posikai raised concerns at the WHO 74th Rec
Committee in 2023, calling oral health a global health issue that, if left unaddressed, leads to discomfort and prentiatéye dea
the 75th Regional Committee Meeting in 2024, oral health was included on the agenda, with Dr. Posikai chairing a dedicated p:
and Vanuatu commended for its efforts in developing its national strategy.

The new policy was developed by a team of experts, including Dr. Rhoda Bule Abbie, Oral Health Manager at MOH, Dr. Evat
and Oral Health Officer Bob Natuman, in close collaboration with local stakeholders such as the Ministry of Educatioingnd Tra
local authorities, and community leaders. The World Health Organization, the Australian Government, and the Pacific Commu
(SPC) also provided essential support.

5N ! 60AS SELINB&aSR KSNJ AN GAGdzRS G2 Ftf LI NIYySNHESI héalthd A y :
partners, community leaders, and the Vanuatu Government, we can bring smiles back to our people and allevteitige

Ol dzZA SR 0e dzyuNBlI USR RSyulf Aaadzsaodeg

The 20242030 policy introduces a clear Strategic Action Plan, with activities initially piloted on Efate and Santo islands. In Sau
activities such as training nurses to diagnose, treat, and refer dental cases have commenced, with additional ancckneat a
hygiene education provided in local schools. This foundational training aims to empower healthcare providers to address der
issues locally, increasing access to essential dental services.

SN t2aAllA |taz SYLXKE é?xéél? UKS OKLH ¢t ¢ Sy;éé I KSIRZ y2nAy3
YIS Aa0NARSAE AYy AYLINRYAYI UuKS 2Nrf KSIfOK 2F 2dzNJ LIS2LX S |
This launch markslalA @2 G £ Y2YSyd Ay =+ ydzZ dzQa KSI t G KO NB 22dz2NySeézx
health alongside other necommunicable diseases to improve health outcomes for-&BNuatu, according to the ministry.

Acting DG Tapo and Public Health Direc
Stephens launch the polic
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https://www.linkedin.com/signup/cold-join?session_redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Ffeed%2Fhashtag%2Fvanuatu&trk=public_post-text
https://www.linkedin.com/signup/cold-join?session_redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Ffeed%2Fhashtag%2Foralhealth&trk=public_post-text
https://www.linkedin.com/signup/cold-join?session_redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Ffeed%2Fhashtag%2Fglobaloralhealthactionplan&trk=public_post-text
https://www.linkedin.com/signup/cold-join?session_redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Ffeed%2Fhashtag%2Fpacificisland&trk=public_post-text
https://www.dailypost.vu/news/moh-launches-updated-oral-health-policy-and-strategic-action-plan/article_28da8791-843a-51ab-8de2-3894ce35332a.html
https://ch.linkedin.com/in/yuriko-harada-972a9b175?trk=public_post_feed-actor-image

Rhoda Bule Abbie
6 November 2, 2024 - Q}
Vanuatu National Oral Health Policy and Strategic Plan 2024-2030... 1, Alot of thank yous are in
order..Thank you to the former Dir PH Dr Len Tarivonda, who established the IOH unit as an objective
of the first policy cycle, was honoured to have him there along with Viran Tovu who was instrumental
in working with current Director in making recommendations in the first policy for a set of locally
relevant strategies with second policy cycle.. Thank you Acting DG Dr Posikai Samuel Tapo, as a dentist
by training you represented our profession expertly in launching the document
To our valued overseas partners who were able to make it massive thank you for assisting us on
reaching another milestone in oral health..Dr Barry you know how | have cherished your support since
day 1 for your patience and your fatherly guidance _, Dr Sangeeta and Yuriko apologies for sooo
many versions, carefully reviewed and suggestions with challenges for us to consider within our
context, Public Health Program Managers and coordinators - Gibson thank you always lo ol* advice
and PHMs, Madame Myriam Able for your wisdom as experts in PH, our valuable partners, Dr Leenu
and the OPIA network for maintaining momentum in the region and the dental team that came

S

yesterday to witness this as they are the future of dentistry in Vanuatu. Above left5 NJ WK 2 Rl O
Good luck to those sitting exams shortly, Tabeana gaivuatalele Kuku Dr Gaddi and VCH for your Facebook post following the
presence...mi 500 happy blo luk ufala...sloslo umi sta go.. j_@@for the love of oral health @. launch of the NOHP & SAP

2024-2030.

To our unit Evatt, Bob, Marama and anyone else who might have missed out and as many people Above right Integrated Oral

contributed in many ways and bosses Sael Fred and of course Dir Jenny J_ J . @,

Oral Health &cific Islands Alliance (OP¢Aort Vila2025

As a result ofheir regional prominence in oral health, i’
was announced at the 2028HO RgionalMeeting in
Fiji, thatVanuatu will be hosting th2025 OPIA
conference 1-4 September 2025

This is a very significant stepd reflects favourably on
the work of the Vanuatu oral health tegrm particular
Dr Rhoda Bule.

Here iS the Ordl S I t L] K t I O;\ -'F 7\ O L é Oral Health PécificlslandsAlliance

Facebook posirom 19 Oct 2023 announcing the news g- . om:geseessp 3090 R T [
< Leenu Maimanuku is with Jenny Stephens and - e P Seventy-fourth session of
& 7 others. e T

Admin 19 Oct 2023 - @ P the World Health Organization
Tankiu t v bl s Regional Committee for
SARICIE IR NI the Western Pacific

= - ; . 16 - 20 October 2023 - Manila, Philippines
Despite having one of the poorest dentist to population

ratios in our region, Vanuatu has consistently advocated
for oral health and brought attention to the Pacific Islands
for the last few years.

Acting Director General (DC
of the Ministry of Health
(MOH), Dr Samuel Posiki
Tapo, speaks at the Worli
Health Organisation (WHO
Regional Committee (Wester
Pacific) about strategies
Vanuatu is adopting to
address the burden of ora
health diseasefl 0/2023)

www.youtube.com/watch?v=0QHB303fW_mQ

Ni-Vanuatu acting Director General Ministry of Health
announced at this regional WHO meeting that they will be
hosting the OPIA meeting in 2025! &

Arigato Dr Yuriko San for sharing this!
Watch the short spotlight on Vanuatu's Oral Health Policy
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/971331526343289/posts/3089522477857506/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QHB3o3fW_mQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QHB3o3fW_mQ

y hOG20SNJ HanHOoX =+ ydz GdzQa ! OGAy3a 5ANBOG2NI DSYSNI f 2
reported here on the Health Promotions Vanuatu Facebook page:

"Time to act on Oral HealthVanuatu tells WHO regional Meeting.

23 October 2023

Acting Director General (DG) of the Ministry of Health (MOH), Dr Samuel Posikai Tapo, called on the World Health
Organisation (WHO) Regional Committee to address the burden of oral health.

¢FLJ2 F20dzaSR KAa adldSYSyid 2y 2N}t KSIf 4K aendnnicRofet A &8
Diseases (NCD) and ageing during the 74th WHO Regional Committee Meeting in Manila, Philippines last week.

A first national oral health survey conducted in 2017 revealed that 70% of children aged 5 to 7 years old had untreated
dental caries, he stated.

A national oral health policy was developed to address the burden. According to Tapo, significant progress has been
made,particularly by integrating oral health into the health promoting school.

He said Vanuatu is developing a new oral hepditicy for 2024 to 2030 in line with the WHO Global Oral Health Action
Plan.

Several months ago, the sixth meetings of heads of oral health services and stakeholders was organised by the Oral
Health Pacific Alliance. The meeting participants who came from 13 Pacific Island Countries endorsed the Suva
Declaration on Oral Health, wtti demonstrates the commitment to accelerate the moelkded reforms on oral health

in the region.

Gl ydzt ldz 62dzf R £A1S G2 LINRBLIZAS (2 GKS wS3aA2ylf hFFAOS
on oral health at the Regional Committee Meeting in 2024, which is one of the recommendations of the Suva
Declaration. Oral diseases gueeventable, yet their burden is high compared to other NCDs affecting 800 million people
2N n> Ay (GKS wS3IAz2yod LG A& GAYS G2 104G G2 GKA& yS3f S

Gl ydzt idz Aa O2YYAUGGSR (G2 LINRY2GAYy3 2N}t KSIfOGK Ay Y@
Pacific Alliance of Pacific Islands meeting in 2025. We thank you for WHO Regional Office support in improving oral
health statusto thepoptili A 2y a 2F U0KS NBIAZ2Y D¢

With all the higHlevel oral
health declarations,
statements and commitments TU RN I N'G TH IS ‘ INTO TH lS

A (ma@rth rememberinghat
establishing thénabit of
brushing teeth, morning and
night, with fluoride
toothpaste, from the earliest
possible age, will go a long
gl & G2 X

Left TheGudfala Smile Nurs¢
Program(GSNP)¢ combining
initial training and ongoing
field evaluatiorg upskills
registered nurseso they can
educate mothers and carers
whiledetecingandarresing
oral healthdiseases at the
earliestpossibleage
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Gudfala Tut Paste

The popularity of our Gudfala Tut Paste, developed six years ago in
association with DentaLife Austrafiar use within the Gudfala Tut Skul
supervised brushing prograrhas inspired us to investigate ways to expand
production, making it available to the wider community. addition, there

gl a UKS az! bdcdgditionawardéddné2023 by the Vanuatu
Department of Industry and Trade.

Plans and negotiations are well advanced, with the key goals of the venturs
being to:

- generate income to support oral health programs

- build local Vanuatu industry and employment

-FAdZNIKSNJ | ROy OS I ydz (,dm@& LINRYAY S
- make it 100% Vanuatu ownexhd controlled VANUATU MADE

Watch this space!

Tooth Buddies

We continue to build on th&@ooth Buddy platform
developed back ir2023 andstill see it asan
important vehicle for generating income to
support oral health education and prevention
strategies in Vanatu.

For the priceof justthree cappuccinos, around
$15, we canfund one childthrough the Gudfala
Tut Skul brushing program foméhole year

Onenewanglewe intend to pursueis the sale of
a sample sized Gudfala Tut Paste tube, attachgq St
to an information cardprimarily as a fund
raiser. The plan is taargettourists, and others
keen on supporting oral healffrograms in
Vanuaty with the sloganX )
6OneTube ¢ OneChild ¢ One Yeat @ ¢ KS

raisedi 2 0SS dzaSR Ay &dzLILIRRd A
{OK22f t NRAIANIYE

LT 82d2QR tA1S G2 osphyisit | v

www.toothbuddies.com.au
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From our experienceh¢ key to succesgith the Gudfala Tut Skul brushing prograimshat itQ @UPERVISED

24| Page



Current Priorities

A summary of our key priorities for 2025 aneluded here:

1. Gudfala Smile Ps8chool PrografGSPSP)

With the Vanuatu Ministry of HealthMoH)

assumingesponsibility foisupervised tooth
brushing for schoedged children(age 514)
from 2025 and beyondunder the banner of
oGudfala Tutg Health Promoting Schoofs o [

CLAss TO H BRUSH|NG RECORD

Manis___—— Vi——==g

@ GUDFALA TUT

HPS), MSM wilbcustheir attentionon ] e
supervised tooth brushing in playgroups and - ‘ STARTER KIT =1 GUDFALA LA

ECCEEarly Childhood Care & Education) unds - ;; SUPPLY KIT
GKS 0 \oydSlNEmsia Préchool :

Progrant  éPBR)

This will involve some tbadging and re
printing ofexisting resources as we seek to
maintain the progranat the existing kindies
and playgroupsstill in partnership with the
MoH.

Building orthis, we willalsoengage with the
MoH to eStabkl!Sh .hOW v%egrlgkﬂx%and Lhe | Above Gudfala Tut Skul resources will bebranded
p,mgram’ making It available to all psehoo as Gudfala Smid°re School Program (ESP
sites throughout the country; budget and

resources permitting of course.

2. GudfalaSmile PikiniriPak

As a way otomplementing the Gudfala Smile Nurse Trairitnggram our
planfor2025A & (2 RS@Sft 2 L) ¢ KQudifalag®ile Pikidhi Ol f

Palk
The objective is to target children the 2¢3-yearage group Which is the age RIKOD BLOF(I)
cohort betweenthe time maternal health nurseypically have less SRAsEN\TUT BLEN

engagement with the chil¢and parents/carers and when the child starts
playgroup or preschool.

TheGudfala Smile Pikinini Pakill contain many of thesameelementsfound
in the Gudfala Smile Pre SchodProgram butwill be tailored specifically to
the child with the parent/carertaking responsibility for supervision.

It is envisaged that the Pikinini Pak will be distributed free of chardbdse
registered nurses that have completed the Gudfala Smile Nurse Training
Program.

Longer term, the hope is that income from Gudfala Tut Paste retail sales will Above TheGudfala Smile Pikinini Pa
subsidise the distribution athe Pikinini Pakso that the habit of regular brushing el b Uizt 2 e

: . : : he habitf tooth
will be wellestablisted by the time the child enterpreschool bruiﬂﬁf’gu;?%ﬁet v%ryag:r”?;tag(
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3. Gudfala Tut PasteEstabliska Sound\/lanufacturmg=oot|ng

Gudfala Tut Paste will continue to be manufactueed packaged into
large 500ml returnable and refillable plastic bottles, for use in the
Gudfala Smile Prechool Program (GBSP)

However, with plans téacilitate the expansion of productico develop
I aNB U Ant2028we Wi Woykid to establish a sounéboting
for manufacturing in the long term.

4. Gudfala Tut PasteRetail Offering

Meetings with the Vanuatu Department of Trag#us a range of other potential partners, has
encouraged us teontinue pursuinghe Gudfala TuPasteretail offering

As mentioned earlier, one @ur many goalss to generak income to support oral health
programs But, as a charity, we dwt intend to establish orun a business in Vanuatu. Rather,
we plan to facilitate the establishment of\eanuatu Charitable Association, 100% owned and
operated by our NVanuatu partners and colleagues.

Naturally, there will be many hurdles to overconbeit we are currently il KS & a | NJ S
stage of the project. Thigill involve the establishment of a smaltalemanufacturing facilityin
Port Vilato produce 1,00Qoothpaste tubes of thé&0OmL and 15mproduct This will enable us
to gainvaluable market feedback frocustomers and potentialistributors without spending a
lot of money.

Due tod dzy & dzLJShhltide\ of tBeRetail offering, for safety reasqnee are working with
DentalLife to reduce the fluoride contefrom 1350ppm to 500ppm, specifically in the pink,
bubblegum flavoured formulation. We alschave plans tanclude a 0% fluoride version of the
productfor toddlers, those living in regions where backgroftindride levels are already very
high (eg downwind of volcanok)y R F2 NJ (i1K2aS ¢gK2 aAAYLi & R2

1. Proven track record of Gudfalaut Paste, since 2018, through the successful sebaséd ;
adzZLISNPAEASR ONHzZAKAY3I LINRINFY OFftSR aDdzRFIE I ¢dzd {1 dz ¢

2. Adoption of the Gudfala Tut Skul, supervised brushing of teeth program, into the Abo.""i TtheFt"{ah” |
A1 SHEtGK tNBY2GAY3 { OK2 2-8 aationsidetfrond 2025N2 I NI Y 1 ISONTHES Y
_market in 2025
&l Appealingaste and acceptance of the bubblegum flavour by children il 1§8r2|'iu5?§|_
. ey A a 5 = N _ a 4 le tube .
4.+l ydzk Gdz D2OSNYYSYiQa LINBRAZOG & dzZLILI2 NI G KNB ' yuoehodioand £ ! b
information
5 Increased oral health prominence of Vanuatu, (in the South Pacific and Globally) . a (II 2240 IK
NEFf SOGSR Ay GKSANI dzLJO2YAyYy 3 K2adAy3ad 2F (K¢ card ' 9! [

/ hbC9w9b/ 9€¢ ohtL! 0O AY HAHP :
The two versions
6. wSySsSR 20l ohd F20daA 2021 WHOIREsoldiGnloh (i K K NE dzz - Of the product

2 will hopefully be
Oral Healtd *' I y R @ldb&Orat HealthStatus Report (20222 successful in the

two distinct

7. DdzRFF t I ¢dziQa dzyAljdzS 0202ydzi F2N¥dzt F GA2Y | arkets we have: NI
manufacturer DentalLife identified.

8. Supports local Vanuatu employment and industry

9. Product import replacement keeping Vatun Vanuatu

10. Export potential to other Pacific natiomsearning Vatufor Vanuatu

11. Potential for donor countries and NGOs to support the sale of Gudfala Tut Paste

12. Environmentally friendly

1 www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9275116
2. www.who.int/team/noncommunicabl@liseases/globastatusreport-on-oral-health-2022
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SECTIONHREE

Financials

gum

AN BB 8

Cofounder of Medical Sailing Ministries Inc, Mike Cltakes care othe vital administratie and financial
matters that keep the wheels turning.
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Financial Summary

The followinggraphs andgtatemensprovide a8 dzY YI NB 2F a{aQ&d Ay02YS I yR &SE

INCOMEeVqgj &) ®qj {~|j-- ft1{] o@2-

Total income 0f$41,156* was receivedas shown belowin the year ending30 June 202 4

Medical Sailing Ministries Incorporatedincome 20232024
4% ® Nurse Training Reimbursements
(Cutstanding invoices
® Fund Raisers / Events
43% m Grants and Awards (Dental
Organisations)
Donations - Organisations:

m Donations - Tooth Buddies

m Donations - Individuals:

m Other Income - GST Refunds:

15%
INCOME 2023 Income Description 2024 %
$0 Nurse TrainingReimbursements $17,53¢ 43%
(Outstanding invoices)
$5,00C Fund Raisers / Events $6,00C 15%
$9,02¢ Grants and Awards $6,59¢ 16Y%
(Dental Organisations)
$5,93: Donations- Organisations: $605 1%
$3,877 Donations- Tooth Buddies $2,47C 6%
$4,16( Donations- Individuals: $6,400 15% Cofounder of Medical Sail
$24C  Other Income GST Refunds:  $1,54: 4% Ministries Inc, Mike Clarke is
never far away from a computei
$29,10¢ Total Income $41,15¢ 100% or spreadsheet; usually both

* Includes outstanding invoice
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EXPENSES Where the money went ...

Total expenses of$27 ,223 were made, as showbelow in the year ending30 June 202 4

39%—— 1

Medical Sailing Ministries IncorporatedExpenses 20232024

XL - 0% m MSM Incorporated

0
4%\—6\7 13% = Gudfala Tut (Storage & Manufacture)
2%

m Gudfala Tut Skul Projek

Gudfala Smile Nurse Training Program:

m Tooth Buddies
m Travel & Accommodation
Other Expenses:

41%

Websites and Technical

EXPENSE: 2023 Expense Description 2024
$3,677 MSM Incorporated: $3,62¢
$2,341 Gudfala Tut (Storage & Manufacture) $42¢

$17,06¢ Gudfala Tut Skirrojek $11,06¢
$1,94¢ Gudfala Smile Nurse Training Program: $10,68¢

$5,47¢ Tooth Buddies $1,04:

$8,61¢ Travel & Accommodation $0

$3,75¢  Other Expenses: $23¢

$29C Websites and Technical $132

$1,22¢ FundsTransfer Exchange Rate Expenses $0

$44,38¢ Total Expenses $27,22:

Excess of Income over Expenditure $13,933

%
13%
2%
41%
39
4%

1%

100%
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Annual AccountBank BalancesAssets & Liabilities 30 June 2024

A summary of the audited accounts, for tgear up to30 June 202, is shown below:

SUMMARY

for year ended
30 June 2023

BANK- JULY
2023

Medical Sailing Ministries Incorporated
Annual Accounts Summary for year ended 30 June 2024
MSM Inc MSM Inc
for year endec
30June 2024

Overall Summary

$42,264 Balance at 01 July 2023 $26,984
$29,106 Income $41,156
$44,386 Expenses $27,223
$26,984 Balance as at 30 June 2024 $40,917
$42,264 Bank Balances as a® June 2024 $23,378
$35,029 MSM Inc Account $16,972

$0 Tooth Buddies Account $5,125
$7,235 Gudfala Tut Account $1,281

MSM Balance Sheet

Asummaryola { a Qa |

MSM Inc for
year ended
30 June 2023

$35,02¢
0
$7,23¢
$42,26¢

0
$42,26¢

$0
$42,26¢

$0
$0
$0
$42,26¢

Note 1

Note 2

Note 3

daSida 3¢ Rnef202lisshotvmibglonS a | & |

Medical Sailing Ministriesncorporated
Assets and Liabilities for year ended 30 June 2024
MSM Inc for
year ended
30 June 2024

Current Assets
Cash Assets:
Balance at Bank:

MSM Inc Account $16,97.

Tooth Buddies Account $5,12¢

Gudfala Tut Account (Port Vila) $1,281 Note 1
Bank Total $23,37¢

Accounts Receivable

Payments to be received (3 x Invoices): $17,53¢ Note 2
Total Current Assets $40,91°
Non-Current Assets

Equipment and Tools $0 Note 3
Total Assets $40,91°
Current Liabilities

Current Loans $0

Payments (Invoices) Outstanding $0
Total Liabilities $0
Net Assets $40,91°

The Gudfala Tut Account is held at ANZ Bank in PortWdlauatu in their local currency (Vatu). As at 30 Jt
2024 the account balance was VUV101,647. This translates to AUD$1,281 using the foreign exchange
AUD$1 to VUV79.351.

As at30 June 2024, there were three invoices outstanding for payment. The three invoices totalled
$AUD17,539 (VUV1,043,335). As at 31 August $9,808 (VUV760,834) had been paid.

MSM has a range of small appliances in Port Vila, pringoityestic food mixers and bottle fillers. None of
these has an individual asset value overt $1,000 and is not included in the assets list.
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Assumptions v Actual for 2023024 MSM Inc Budget (1 July 2023 to 30 June 2024)
OYGSNI GKS YAYR 27F DHN] X! RYWARY daff BB NORR Y RYRENB Ol 2NJ X aahi

You may never have wondered how the financial budget for the-kerS | R A & Svhail factofs and K SR X
variables areonsideredX | YR K2 ¢ Gt&vihat actially HappélBdwell just for fun and for those other
spreadsheefl @ LJIS4 2 daiSQNGSSNR AXY 3 G2 GStt e2dz Fyegle X

FUTURE2024 PlanningAssumption

PAST What Actually Happenedin 2024

£ ydzZ Gdz W{GII 4GS 27
Cyclones Judy and Kevin will be lifted in
September 2023, allowing programs to
gradually be reéntroduced.

State of Emergency from cyclones Judy and Kevin lifted in Septeml
| @0t2yS [2fl KAG Rdz2NAYy3a hOi206S
0SAy3a RSOfIFINBR dzyiAf al NOK HnAH
restrictions apply to services, transport ahdNE A NJ Y& & 2

O02YYSYyOS WNBO2OSNEQ TNRY GKS y

2024 is a time of 'Change' and
‘Consolidation’

Still the overriding goal but natural disasters and other events limite
the progress.

GTSP continues in its current form in all
existing 'schools’ sites until 31 Decembe
2024

GTSP planned to4®mmence in all sites following the lifting of

/| @80t2yS [2tF waarasS 2F SYSNHSy
strike (and staff implementation issues) resulted in supervised brusl
not being available in most schools during thesar.

No new schools/ECCE to be implemente
during the year

Correct.

GTSP will be renamed Gudf&mile Pre
School Program (G3SP

Changes in brushing programs finalised with the release of the Van
National Oral Health and Strategic Action Plan 22Q30 (NOHP) that
was published in November 2024. No activity on this initiative durin
the 20232024 year.

GSP<P will continue ashe Supervised
Tooth Brushing Program for ECCE and |
School during 2024, and beyond.

Following the release of the NOHP, this will be namedP&S MSM
will retain responsibility for GBSPECCE

GSPSP materials, supplies and processe
will be reviewed and redesigned where
appropriate (eg bottle labels)

Due the uncertainty of future programs, GEECE material 1gesign
was deferred until 2025 year.

Three bank accounts will be operated
(MSM Inc, TootlBuddies and Gudfala
Tut). No new bank accounts opened.

Three banks accounts continued to be operated (MSM Inc, Tooth
Buddies and Gudfala Tut (Port Vila).

Bank Balance at 30 June 2024 budgetec
be $18,000

Actual bank balance as at 30 June 2024 was3¥33

INCOME

Donations from Individuals and
Organisations will reduce from previous
years due to cosof-living pressures

Donations from individuals reduced marginally (budget $7,000 to ag
$6,400), but donations from Organisations reduced significantly ($7
to $605).

Donations fromTooth Buddiesvill reduce
from previous years

Donations vialooth Buddie$rogram reduced (budget $6,000 to actu
$2,470). Limited campaigns due to program uncertainties in Vanua

No income from Retail Sales programs
during year (in Vanuatu or Australia)

Retail sales development not pursued due to Sponsor and staff
uncertainties in Vanuatu.

Reimbursement will be received for
Vanuatu MOH for Gudfala Smile Trainin{
Course development

Invoices raised during the year to claim reimbursement for Gudfala
Smile Nurse Training Program expenses from the Borrow Foundati
project funds. The total amount as $17,539. None of this was paid
during the 2024 Offic&ear andat the end of year, this was included i
GKS | O02dzy G al Y2ad)WEhiz@ Raire cgnitikentetl bein

paid in the 2024025 Office Year.
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EXPENDITURE

GTSP for existing schools and ECCE wil
continue to be 'one' combined expense.

Programs not implemented separatelcontinued as one combined
expense.

GSPSP redesign and development will b
budgeted separate

Redesign did not commence.

Fixed Costs will continue to steadily
grow. These are MSM Incorporated
expenses (legals, accounting, insurance
and websites/technical.

MSM Incorporated remained about the same ($3,628) as additional
Port Vila Accountant expenses, not incurrédio increase in
website/technical due to minimal charge for Mailchimp email manag

GTSPResupply of schodbased materials
and supplies will be the major expense fi
2024

GSTP rsupply was $11,068 (against a budget of $7,400).

Minimum budget/expenses for Gudfala
Smile Nurse Training (GSNT) Course. A
costs will be recovered for MOH Project
Budget.

GSNT expenses were $10,689 during yé&avroices raised to reclaim
full expenses.See comments above

Team visits to Port Vila will resume durir|
the year.

Due to States of Emergency and Air Vanuatu Voluntary Liquidation
travel was not possible during the year.

Retail Offering No budget Allocation for
Australia, Development only allocation fq
Vanuatu

No retail development (or expense) occurred.

No budget allocation for PCV Health
Building Project

Project abandoned no expenseicurred

[AYAGSR adzZlll2 NI T2

(budgetwise).

Projects delayed no expenses incurred.

Website and Technical expenses
increased, primarily due to Mailchimp
costs

Expenses remained minimal ($132) due to private fundingafchimp
and sponsorship

Other Expenses includes a 'Contingenci
amount for impact of Cyclones and
Earthquakes on the programs ($2,000).

Contingencies not used due to change in programs and travel
restrictions.

GTSP for existing schools and E®CE

continue to be 'one' combined expense.

Programs not implemented separatehcontinued as one combined
expense.

Farleft: The opening of the new
dental clinic at the Vila Central
Hospital hasmproved access tc
treatment for many.

Left The treatment fees are
shownhere with 1000 Vatu
(VT) being equivalent to appro:
$7.50 AUS

Bottom Breezy waiting room to
suit the tropical conditions

(7 CenTRAL
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Brief History of MSM

Transporting gear ashore fodantal, eyecare anghedical clinicPort Resolution, TanrZd10.
Dentist Dr Tony Burkeecoming the first to treat teeth as part of the MSM medical mission outre
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Stori B|0ng MSM (The story of MSM)

AN2Y GNFXyaLR2NIiAy3d KSIfGK (SFYa (2 BESTYPiSTodes f  WRAY 2 ¢
significant focus on oral health, Medical Sailing Ministries have packed a lot into th&8 ®&B11NBE X

2009 BEGINNINGS Medical Sailing Ministries 2008/09as aChristian atreach of North
Ringwood Uniting Church in partnership with PCV H&tdsbyterian Church
of Vanuatu) and the Vanuatu Prevention of Blindness Project, to transport
eyecare teams around the remote islands of Vanuatu using a yacht ownec
jointly between Rob Latimer and his brother Andrew

2010 SEEDS OF DENTAL
PROGRAM SOWN

MEDICAL
SAILING
wAlnistries

By T
VANUATU

Observehe i
2011 PLAN FUTURE of poor oral haaith
on the population

DENTAL PROGRAM and commit to
finding ways tdring
about improvement.

CFNNE / NBdzOK odze & S North Ringwood @
N/

of Chimere to keep the prograafloat. Uniting Church
2012 ESTABLISH VANUATU

DENTALCARE SERVICE conduct sailing
missions in 2009
2010 and 20B, with
amazing support
from Sydney sailor,
Bob Brenac (below)

2013 6?2606! =0 fA=6>

ORAL HEALTH SURVEY

B M lﬂ‘

Assist PCMealth
establish the

CONDUCTED Vanuatu Dental Care
Service to operate
alongside their
exi§ting eyecare
2014 SUPPORT LANEBASED e

DENTAL’ EYECARE & While on the 2013 medicahiling missiorDr BarryStewart conducta pilot

MEDICAL OUTREACHES study showing the levels of tooth decay and gum disease in a range of
locations, correlated to proximity to shops selling swéetzy drinks and
sugary treats This becomes the genesis of the National Oral Health Surve
MSM would coordinate three years later in 2017.

2015 CYCLONE PAM
RESPONSE

UK G0KS @Af I
ivivEbesipiblinfoitet.orgl

~— w



https://bestpublictoilet.org/
https://bestpublictoilet.org/
http://www.bestpublictoilet.org/

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

2021

2022

202 3

202 4

COMMENCE PLANNING
NATIONAL ORAL
HEALTH SURVEY

COORDINATE &
FINANCE NATIONAL
ORAL HEALTH SURVEY

LAUNCH ORNATIONAL
ORAL HEALTH SURVEY
AND POLICY

20-WEEKBRUSHING
TRIAL, AND START OF
GUDFALA TUT SKUL

SUPPORT OFR-.D.l. AND
I.C.D. IN DEVELOPING
GUDFALA TUT SKUL

CLOSE ASSOCIATION
WITH DENTALIFE
AUSTRALIA

GUDFALA SMILE NURSE
TRAINING PROGRAM

ESTABLISH
TOOTH BUDDIES

FIRST GUDFALA SMILE
NURSE TRAINING
COURSE CONDUCTED

In 2015 Participate in the Ondealth
Conference /Storiat@RGANISED BY
Fruit of the Pacifiayvhich was cut short
by Cat 5 TC Pam.

In 2017 coordinate BationalOral
Health Surveyof the country and assist ir
writing the firstNational Oral Health

Policy both of which were launched in
November 2018.

Dr Barry conducts 20-week
schootbasedbrushing triato Oral R
demonstrae the value of —~
supervisedrushing of teethn Health

reducing plagueFunding OVQA"LUQEXL%TFL%’E%Y
obtained from theEDI World sotobi
DentalFederatiorand the
International College of
Dentiststo establish Gudfala
Tut Skul brushing program

Gudfala Tut Skul
Projek 2018

Develop a pink, bubblegum flavoures
coconut odbased toothpaste for use
in the Gudfala Tut Skul supervised
tooth brushing progragwhichwe
make in Port Vila in partnership with
PCV Health

®
The Borrow é
Foundation

Givim Smile

LONG EVRI PIKININI

Obtain granffunding from the Borrow Foundation tievelop and conduct
the Gudfala Smile Nurse Training Program tgkilbregistered nurses in
oral health education and prevention

EstablistTooth Buddiess a
sustainabldunding strategy.

Vanuatu Ministry of Health
adopts theGudfala Tut Skul
programfrom 2025

Vanuatu Ministry of Health R
conducts the first Gudfala Smil
Nurse Training course.
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