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THANK YOU - Tank Yu Tumas

Greeting, and a big thank you to all those who have provided support and encouragement to the work of Medical
Sailing Ministries (MSM).

It’s been a productive and exciting 12 months, albeit difficult and disruptive for our Ni-Vanuatu partners.

Just when the COVID travel restrictions
were finally lifted, and Vanuatu’s
damaged economy was starting to get
back on its feet, three months ago, the
country was hit by two Category 4
tropical cyclones, Judy and Kevin, in the
space of just one week; along with a
major earthquake.

In the past few months, attention has
naturally focused on reconstruction, with
the roof of the PCV Health* clinic also
taking a hit, as the following images
show...

* PCV Health is the health outreach arm of the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu

DONATION OPPORTUNITY

If you would like to contribute to the work of Medical Sailing Ministries, that would be fantastic.

Having recently funding a range of projects and activities, including cyclone reconstruction, developing the Tooth
Buddies initiative, and purchasing new equipment to expand Gudfala Tut Paste manufacturing, our available funds

are definitely in need of a top-up.
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Bank Transfer or Cheque

If you would like to donate by bank transfer (preferred) or cheque, simply click the following link HERE
Credit Card

Alternatively, we have now established a donation facility via credit card through our Tooth Buddies website HERE


https://reliefweb.int/report/vanuatu/vanuatu-earthquake-and-tropical-cyclones-judy-and-kevin-situation-update-03-22-march-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/vanuatu/vanuatu-earthquake-and-tropical-cyclones-judy-and-kevin-situation-update-03-22-march-2023
https://msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/2023-03-MSM-Donation-Details.pdf
https://toothbuddies.com.au/one-off-donation/

Rob & John Visit Port Vila — May 2023

Long time friend and supporter of MSM, John Land, (remember the building of the BEST Public Toilet in North Efate
in 2015 after Cyclone Pam) joined Rob in Port Vila last month.

The main purpose of the visit was to advance our planning, in partnership with PCV Health, for the construction of
large multi-purpose ‘shed’ to increase the Gudfala Tut Paste manufacturing capacity, plus a range of other potential
income-generating business activities.

It was only a seven-day visit, but John also found time to fix the cyclone damage to the PCV Health clinic !

W.H.O. Recognition and Involvement

We greatly appreciate the WHQO's recent involvement in the Gudfala Tut Skul Program. In particular, (since 2016),
the encouragement and assistance provided by, Port Vila based, Dr Tsogy Bayandorj. In addition, we also take this
opportunity to thank the Geneva-based technical officer, Dr Yuriko Harada for her leadership and enthusiasm.

W.H.O. have also employed an oral health coordinator in Port Vila, whose many roles includes the implementation
of the Gudfala Tut Program.

Why not check out the following WHO article, written to raise awareness of the Gudfala Tut Skul Program, HERE

“Healthy Tooth School” ot 2
programme in Vanuatu teaches oL
children the importance of clean World Health
teeth Organization

2


https://bestpublictoilet.org/
https://www.who.int/vanuatu/news/feature-stories/detail/healthy-tooth-school-programme-in-vanuatu-teach-children-the-importance-of-clean-teeth
https://www.who.int/vanuatu/news/feature-stories/detail/healthy-tooth-school-programme-in-vanuatu-teach-children-the-importance-of-clean-teeth

Stori Blong Gudfala Tut

The production of the large format, 34 page, colour children’s book “Stori Blong Gudfala Tut” (Story of Gudfala Tut)
following the involvement last year of Peter, Miriam and Clara Handsworth, (founders of Remote Sailing Ministries)
has been a positive initiative.

The initial idea for the story book came from Miriam, who saw a need to better introduce the Gudfala Tut Skul to the
young children. While at the same time illustrate and explain every aspect of the program, in a step-by-step
manner, for the class teachers.
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Peter and Miriam, aboard their
yacht Tehani Li, and in association
with local Ni-Vanuatu partners,
successfully introduced the Gudfala
Tut Skul Program into 10 schools,
totaling around 500 children, on the
remote West Coast of the island of
Ambae.

REMOTE
SAILING
MINISTRIES

Much of the funding for this
outreach coming from their network
of friends and the Redlands Christian College community, where they work, through Tooth Buddies.

brasem tut evyj taem.

1 brush my teeth every time

Thank you so much to the Handsworths and their supporters.

If you’d like to read the Stori Blong Gudfala Tut, you can check it out HERE.

ANNUAL REPORT 2022 - Medical Sailing Ministries Inc

Tooth Buddies and the Gudfala Tut Skul brushing program have been developed by Medical Sailing Ministries Inc.
(MSM Inc. ABN is 28 775 729 364); the Australian “health promoting” charity with tax deductible status, founded in
2009.

If you like to learn more about MSM Inc. then check out their 2022 Annual Report HERE

MADE IN VANUATU - It is official

In March this year, (just a few days before TC Kevin
and Judy struck, as it turned out) the Vanuatu
Department of Industry and Trade officially
recognized our Gudfala Tut Paste as a “MADE IN
VANUATU” product.

This will open the door to a range of new
opportunities, specifically the development of a
“retail offering” of our coconut oil-based toothpaste,
targeting a range of markets, including school
canteens, tourists, local consumers and maybe even
export.

It’s all about building local industry, employment and
sustainability, on the ground in Vanuatu.



https://msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Stori-Blong-Gudfala-Tut-Childrens-Book-low-res.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/Remote-Sailing-Ministries-Tehani-li-102136225930886/
https://msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Stori-Blong-Gudfala-Tut-Childrens-Book-low-res.pdf
https://msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/2022-06-30-MSM-Inc.-2022-Annual-Report.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/vanuatumadebrand/
https://msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Stori-Blong-Gudfala-Tut-Childrens-Book-low-res.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/Remote-Sailing-Ministries-Tehani-li-102136225930886/

Tooth Buddies Website — NOW LIVE

Once again, our long-time supporter (and
developer of the Gudfala Tut paste
formulation) Dentalife Australia, involved us in
their corporate stand at the Australian Dental
Industry Association Convention; this time held
in Melbourne.

Participation in the dental convention was the
perfect incentive we needed to get the Tooth
Buddies website up and fully live.

Why not check out our Tooth Buddies website
HERE

Support Now

Become a Tooth Buddy

Through Tooth Buddies, we are hoping to build an ongoing support and sponsorship base to match the ongoing
commitment we make to each of the seventy-two participating “Gudfala Tut Skul”, involving around 4,000 children
daily.

Maybe you — or your workplace, school, family, church or group — would like to partner with us as a Tooth Buddy?!

For the cost of just three cappuccinos, around $12, we can together put a child through the Gudfala Tut Skul for a
whole year.
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https://www.adx.melbourne/
https://www.adx.melbourne/
https://toothbuddies.com.au/
https://toothbuddies.com.au/

Partnering with Tooth Buddies will ...

-into THIS
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Turn THIS...
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Join now through a One-off Donation, or an ongoing Sponsorship. Just click HERE (And yes, it’s tax deductible)

Learn more about Tooth Buddies and the Gudfala Tut Skul program, from Vanuatu oral health worker, Lilon, in the
following short video ... HERE

To learn more about the impact Gudfala Tut is having on the ground, we invite you to watch this short video
featuring Principal Rosina from the Coolidge Preschool ... HERE



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y8kYWBXat5A
https://toothbuddies.com.au/support/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pSlZE3fGhFc&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y8kYWBXat5A&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pSlZE3fGhFc&t=1s

INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE OF DENTISTS (ICD)

ne GLEBE 222

JOURNAL OF THE INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE OF DENTISTS

In very recent news ... we are once again incredibly thankful to the
International College of Dentists for their ongoing recognition and support of the
Gudfala Tut Skul supervised brushing program.

The ICD's motto is ... "Recognizing service and the opportunity to serve". And we are
excited to have just received a copy of their 2023 magazine "The Globe",
featuring VANUATU on page 13 ... check it out HERE

THANK YOU AGAIN

In closing, we would again like to thank you for your ongoing interest, encouragement, and support.

After fifteen years, we look back on the work of Medical Sailing Ministries in Vanuatu and reflect on the fact that it
has all been achieved through donations and the commitment of so many volunteers. All working in association with
our partners, PCV Health, the Vanuatu Prevention of Blindness Project and the Vanuatu Ministry of Health.

And as they say in Vanuatu ... Lukim Yu (see you later) and Tank Yu Tumas. (Thank you very much)

All the best

Rob Latimer & Mike Clarke

Cofounders of Medical Sailing Ministries Inc.
WWW.msm.org.au
www.toothbuddies.com.au

PS

And remember ... if you feel able to make a tax-deductible donation to the work of Medical Sailing Ministries ... that
really would be fantastic!!

The details are below!
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Bank Transfer or Cheque
If you would like to donate by bank transfer (our preferred method) or cheque, simply click the following link HERE

Credit Card
Alternatively, we have now established a donation facility via credit card through our Tooth Buddies website HERE


https://icd.org/wp-content/uploads/Who-We-Are_May2023.pdf
https://icd.org/wp-content/uploads/flipbook2023/index.html?page=12&utm_campaign=icd&utm_medium=email&utm_source=iContact
http://www.msm.org.au/
http://www.toothbuddies.com.au/
https://msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/2023-03-MSM-Donation-Details.pdf
https://toothbuddies.com.au/one-off-donation/
https://icd.org/wp-content/uploads/flipbook2023/index.html?page=12&utm_campaign=icd&utm_medium=email&utm_source=iContact
https://toothbuddies.com.au/support/

