
  

  

 

Thank you, or as they say in Vanuatu... 

 

TANK YU TUMAS 

 

... and in the words of Dr Jenny Nockrac Tangis, 

(From the Dental Unit at the Vila Central Hospital, VCH)   

 

As we approach Christmas, the team at VCH would like to acknowledge the 

work that MSM has done in Vanuatu. It was a challenging year for all of us, 

however we can only reflect and appreciate how far we have come and look 

forward to further collaboration in the future. 

The dental team would like to wish you all a very merry xmas. Enjoy this 

season with your loved ones and may God bless and keep you all. 

Do convey our season greetings to other MSM staff. 

Warm regards 

Jenny Tangis, VCH Dental 
  



 

15 years ago... 

 

... Robert Latimer met in Mike Clarke's home and together they established 

Medical Sailing Ministries (MSM) 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

The year was 2008, and the vision was quite simple ... use a 53 foot yacht, 

(jointly owned at the time by Rob and his brother Andrew) to transport health 

teams, (comprising local and volunteer professionals), around the remote 

islands of Vanuatu; for a group called the Vanuatu Prevention of Blindness 

Project. 



 

It's something of an understatement to say that a lot has happened in the past 

15 years.  In particular, our focus on oral health, working closely with the 

health unit of the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu (PCV Health) and the 

establishment of Tooth Buddies; to support the Gudfala Tut supervised brushing 

program.  (pr Good-fella Toot, meaning Healthy Teeth)  

  

Global prominence ...  
 

Over the years, it's been most satisfying to see Vanuatu's reputation and 

prominence grow in the field of oral health.   Particularly since the completion 

of the first truly National Oral Health Survey in 2017; which MSM coordinated and 

largely funded, on behalf of the Vanuatu Ministry of Health.  (MoH).  
 

The National Oral Health Survey 2017 now provides base-line data to assist 

with planning, ongoing program assessment and resource allocation, but also 

led to the development of the first National Oral Health Policy 2019-2023 back in 

2018 
 

As an immediate response to the high levels of tooth decay and gum disease, 

(revealed in the survey), in 2018 MSM developed the supervised tooth 

https://www.facebook.com/p/PCV-Health-100057183021678/?paipv=0&eav=AfbU-q9ON-vMpcY6W4eWl9CRCK2Qz_4XZGs31Ad-4wWmj3y1mrg3_D6KPdErAC4m4PU&_rdr
https://toothbuddies.com.au/
https://msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/2022-02-22-Gudfala-tut-Brochure-2022-FINAL.pdf
https://www.who.int/vanuatu/news/feature-stories/detail/healthy-tooth-school-programme-in-vanuatu-teach-children-the-importance-of-clean-teeth#:~:text=%C2%A9-,%E2%80%9CHealthy%20Tooth%20School%E2%80%9D%20programme%20in%20Vanuatu%20teaches%20children,the%20importance%20of%20clean%20teeth&text=A%20line%20of%20children%20forms,of%20liquid%20on%20their%20tongue.
https://www.dropbox.com/s/3phb52ks0puvbgv/NOHS%202017%20Report%20Final%20Summary.pdf?dl=0
https://msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2021/08/Vanuatu-National-Oral-Health-Policy-2019-2023.pdf
https://msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/2018-11-10-FACT-SHEET-FINAL.pdf
https://msm.org.au/gudfala-tut/


 

brushing program called Gudfala Tut after Dr Barry Stewart (from MSM) 

conducted a highly successful 20-week Tooth Brushing Trial in 2018.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Financial support for the development and daily operation of the Gudfala Tut 

supervised brushing program has come from individuals, groups 

and businesses, as well as the FDI World Dental Federation, the International College 

of Dentists (five times), Rotary International and the World Health Organization (WHO)   

https://msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/2022-02-22-Gudfala-tut-Brochure-2022-FINAL.pdf
https://msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2021/08/2018-Gudfala-Tut-Oral-Health-School-Brushing-Trial-REPORT.pdf
https://toothbuddies.com.au/recognition-and-awards/
https://toothbuddies.com.au/recognition-and-awards/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/3phb52ks0puvbgv/NOHS 2017 Report Final Summary.pdf?dl=0
https://msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2021/08/Vanuatu-National-Oral-Health-Policy-2019-2023.pdf
https://msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2021/08/2018-Gudfala-Tut-Oral-Health-School-Brushing-Trial-REPORT.pdf
https://msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/2022-02-22-Gudfala-tut-Brochure-2022-FINAL.pdf


  

  

 

Tooth Buddies 

Sustainable Funding 

 

With around 4,000 children now participating in Gudfala Tut on a daily basis 

across 72 sites nationwide, plus a further 10-15,000 family members, Tooth 

Buddies was established to build long-term sustainable funding.  
 

After all, one-off grants are great, but they run out.  Whereas our commitment 

to each new kindy and school is that we will continue providing support year 

after year.  Naturally, this is the best way to deliver maximum long term 

benefits 
 

 A massive thank you to everyone who has made a contribution, either one-off, 

or ongoing, through the Tooth Buddies website!! 
 

  

https://toothbuddies.com.au/support/
https://toothbuddies.com.au/


  

 

Gudfala Smile Nurse Training 

 

To help address the dire shortage of oral health professionals - dentists, 

therapists, hygienists etc - for the past 3-4 years, MSM have been working to 

establish an oral health "short course" to up-skill existing registered nurses.  

  

The goal being to build oral health awareness and preventative intervention, 

in the 0-4 age bracket, through the existing network of registered nurses; in 

particular, those working in maternal health.  
 

 Massive thanks to Dr Barry Stewart for his hard work and commitment to 

this initiative, plus the Northern Territory Health Department for making 



 

their "Healthy Smiles" training program available for customization, (to the 

Vanuatu context] and the UK-based Borrow Foundation, for funding a 12-month 

pilot and feasibility trial.  

  

 

Looking to the Future 

 

 As Dr Jenny Tangis mentioned at the beginning, despite the challenges ... "we 

can only reflect and appreciate how far we have come..."  

This is certainly true and as we plan for the future, building on what has been 

achieved in the past, we are encouraged by the recent feedback from Malsei 

Kindergarten in Luganville...  

 

"No more tooth problem ..." 

http://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/health.nt.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0015/1005612/NT-Health-Healthy-Smiles-Training-Flyer.pdf
https://www.borrowfoundation.org/


  

 

Invitation to give... 

 Whilst this message is primarily a Christmas greeting and an opportunity for 

us to say thank you ... if you are able to make a [tax deductible] donation at 

this time, it would greatly assist us in our planning for next year.  

There are two donation links available ... 

MSM General Activities    AND     Tooth Buddies  

  

Merry Christmas 
& 

http://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/2023-03-MSM-Donation-Details.pdf
https://toothbuddies.com.au/support/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gZT2H_hYDBo


 

Thank You  
 

Once again we wish you a Merry Christmas and thank you for your interest, 

encouragement and support. 

From Medical Sailing Ministries Inc. 

Rob Latimer, Mike Clarke & Deb Allen 
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Our mailing address is: 

toothbuddiesvanuatu@gmail.com  

 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 

 

  
  

 

https://msm.us8.list-manage.com/profile?u=d552d3e63f93185d0b9a4bce8&id=27b3415efd&e=%5bUNIQID%5d&c=fdf7ed367e
https://msm.us8.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=d552d3e63f93185d0b9a4bce8&id=27b3415efd&e=%5bUNIQID%5d&c=fdf7ed367e
http://www.twitter.com/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://mailchimp.com/

