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Volunteer   UPDATE 
 

 

Bass Strait Test Sail 
 

As reported recently on the MSM website, our 8 day  

“Test Sail” around Bass Strait was completed successfully on 
Friday 10 March with our return to Chimere’s berth at 
Westernport Marina, Hastings.  A “survivor” shot is included 
here featuring (l-r) me, (Rob Latimer) Mark Stephenson, 
(Tasmania) Matt Bryant, (Sydney) Edith & Bruce West 
(Tawonga, VIC) and Skipper Ian (Johnno) Johnson (live aboard 
sailor, Hastings)  
  

Our journey took us from Westernport to Refuge Cove, then 
an overnight stop at Hogan Island, before spending a couple of 
nights at the ever-popular Deal Island.  
  

Chimere performed wonderfully, but as you’d expect, the boat 
maintenance-list is now a bit longer than when we departed.   
But as they say, better to find out now than out at sea.  

  

The big lift - Thurs 30 March 
In order to give Chimere a good once-over, from top to 

bottom – including her bottom – we have booked the 
Westernport Marina’s travel-lift for 1:00pm, 30 March.  
 

After a high pressure wash-down we then expect her to be up 
on the dry in a cradle for around one month. 
 

In this time we intend to complete a list of repairs, 
modifications and additions, including (but not limited to): 
- new cockpit covers   - service furlers & winches 
- paint deck     - check rigging 
- new deck boxes   - fit new head starboard side 
- polish above waterline  - extreme de-clutter aboard 
- service sails    - new bread tin & salad bowl!  

 
 

Working Bee Time … lots of bees please …. 
As the photos show, the recent trip around Eastern Bass Strait made good use of  

all available spare time with lots of sanding, scraping and a range of tasks being  
undertaken such as fitting a new self-tailing deck winch, plus new main sheet brakes. 
Here we see Matt, Mark, Edith, Johnno and Bruce hard at work – someone had to take  
the photo.  After carefully inspecting Mark’s meticulous scraping of the old seals on the  
deck hatches his dry sense of humour was in evidence when he commented … “I’m not 
very fast, but I’m rough…” 
In the past few months offers of help to  
prepare Chimere for sea have been  
overwhelming.  If you think you might  
have some spare time over the next 45  
days to assist in some way, I’d love to  
hear from you. 

Latest news – 22 March 2017 
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Mission 2017 Over-view 

Between May and November there will be four Medical Missions, of approximately 2 weeks duration, with each 

requiring a sailing crew of five.   
 

The Medical Teams will be transported from island to island, living mostly onshore where clinics are to be  
conducted.  The sailing crew will provide transfers from the shore to the boat using dinghies and will also assist in 
the cartage of gear and the running of clinics where possible.  Medical teams will comprise, 2 dentists, 2 dental 
assistants, doctor, nurse optometrist, plus an assistant and team coordinator.  In addition, local health workers will 
be involved wherever possible.   
 

Brief details of each Medical Mission are shown below.  The dates relate to the expected arrival and departure of the 
medical volunteers.  The sailing volunteers generally remain longer (refer Mission Plan & Application) 
 

 

 
  

STAGE 3 
Medical Mission 1 

Tafea Province  
Sat 23 June – Mon 10 Jul 

STAGE 4 
Shefa Province  

Medical Mission 2 
Fri 21 July – Sat 5 Aug  

 

STAGE 5 
Penama Province  
Medical Mission 3 

Sun 21 Aug – Mon 4 Sep 

STAGE 6 
Torba Province  

Medical Mission 4 
Fri 8 Sep – Wed 27 Sep 
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Volunteering ?  Positions still available … 

A massive thank-you to those sailing and medical volunteers who have already indicated their availability for each of 

the many mission stages. 
 

Due to the delays and hold-ups that inevitably occur in confirming such things as joint-country medical registration 
and a list of other matters, it would greatly appreciated if you could complete the Application & Guide as soon as 
you can.  Even if you send it back piece by piece, please start now.  And if you have any question, please flick me an 
email. 
 

The following table provides the latest summary of where we are at with volunteers for each of the mission stages.  
Again, if you have any questions relating to your involvement, or potential involvement, please get back to me. 
 

 
Details SAILING 

Volunteers 
Still Required? 

MEDICAL 
Volunteers 

Still Required? 
Stage 2a – SAIL CHIMERE FROM MELBOURNE TO SYDNEY 
13 May 2017 – 21 May 2017 

No 
Full crew confirmed 

 

Stage 2b – SAIL CHIMERE FROM SYDNEY TO PORT VILA (VANUATU) 
22 May 2017 – 6 June 2017 

Nearly full 
One place still available 

 

Stage 2c – REST & REPAIR IN PORT VILA (VANUATU) 
6–23 June 2017 

Nearly full 
One or two places still available 

 

Stage 3a – SAIL CHIMERE FROM PORT VILA TO TANNA THEN 
COMPLETE FIRST MEDICAL MISSION 
23 June –10 July,  Islands of Eromango, Aniwa, and Futuna 

Yes 
Still require three crew 

Yes 
Still require:  Doctor, nurse, 

optometrist & dental 
assistant 

Stage 3b – REST & REPAIR IN PORT VILA (VANUATU) 
9/7/2017 - 18/7/2017  

Yes 
Require two crew 

 

Stage 4a – SAIL CHIMERE FROM PT VILA TO HAVANNAH HBR THEN 
COMPLETE SECOND MEDICAL MISSION 
21 July –5 Aug, Mataso, Makira, Tongariki, Tongoa, Emae 

Yes 
Require two crew 

 

Yes 
Still require:  Nurse, 

optometrist, dentists x2 
dental assistants x2 

Stage 4b – REST & REPAIR IN PORT VILA  
5-12 Aug 2017 

Yes 
Require two crew 

 

Stage 5a – SAIL CHIMERE FROM PT VILA TO PENTECOST IS. THEN 
COMPLETE THIRD MEDICAL MISSION 
Sun 20 Aug – Mon 4 Sep, Island of Pentecost, Maewo and Ambae  

No 
Full crew confirmed 

Yes 
Still require:  Doctor, nurse, 

optometrist, dentists x2 
dental assistants x2 

Stage 5b – REST & REPAIR IN LUGANVILLE, ESPIRITU SANTO  
Sun 3

rd
 Sep – Fri 8

th
 Sep 2017 

Yes 
Require three crew 

 

Stage 6 – CHIMERE COMPLETES FOURTH MEDICAL MISSION 
Fri 8 Sep – Wed 27 Sep, Islands of Merelava, Merig, Gaua, 
VanuaLava, Mota, Motalava, Ureparapara, Loh, Hiu, Tegua, Toga  

No 
Full crew confirmed 

Yes 
Still require:  Dentists x2 
dental assistants x2  and 

optometrist 

Stage 7 – RELOCATION OF CHIMERE FROM LOH IS BACK TO PT VILA  
Mon 25 Sep – Fri 6 Oct 

Yes 
Require three crew 

 

Supporters Tour – CHIMERE IN PORT VILA DOING DAY-TRIPS 
Fri 6 Oct – Mon 16 Oct 2017 

Yes 
Require three crew 

 

Stage 8 – RETURN SAIL FROM PORT VILA TO MELBOURNE, VIA 
SYDNEY or COFFS HARBOUR 
Mon 16 Oct–Sat 4 Nov 2017  

Yes 
Require three crew 
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Countdown to cast off – Saturday 13 May 
I couldn’t resist including the photo at 

right.  As a parent, the mind is racing 
with possibilities and the over-riding 
question … what could possibly go 
wrong here … !?  
 

But the fact is, the two boys at the back 
of the boat – the ones in charge – 
despite their tender age, are expert 
boat-men.  They know the conditions, 
they know their canoe, they are aware 
of the responsibility they bear for the 
seven, that’s right seven, on board and 
they have done this before.  They have 
also earned the trust of their elders. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
But for the size of the boat, things are a bit like that with Medical Sailing Ministries; just that we can’t accept sailing 
volunteers as young as two and three.  
 

If you are able to volunteer, please send your confirmation through as soon as you can.  If not, please consider 
passing this invitation onto others you know. 
  

Thank you for all the offers of assistance along with donations which have been really encouraging. 
 

Please get back to me if you have any further questions.  
  
All the best 

  
Rob Latimer & Mike Clarke 
MSM Co-ordinators, www.msm.org.au   
29 Wonga Rd, Ringwood North, VIC, 3134        
E:  latimerfamily4@gmail.com   &    
msmvanuatu@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 

If you feel able to make a [NON deductible) donation to the 
work of MSM, we would greatly appreciate your support: 
 

Bank Transfer:   
CBA North Ringwood – NRUC Medical Sailing Ministries A/c 
BSB:  063885   A/c No.:  10291497 
  

By Cheque:                   
Pay to – “NRUC Medical Sailing Ministries A/c” 
Post to -  MSM, 29 Wonga Rd, Ringwood North,  3134 

 

http://www.msm.org.au/
mailto:latimerfamily4@gmail.com
mailto:msmvanuatu@gmail.com
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Donated caps, thongs, flippers etc … ? 
Got any ... hats, caps, thongs, sand shoes, T-shirts, flippers & snorkelling gear ...  that  
you'd like to donate to Vanuatu ? 
 
Medical Sailing Ministries (www.msm.org.au) are collecting the above 
items for distribution to remote villages between May and November 
as we conduct our Medical Outreach Transport Mission and National 
Oral Health Survey. 
  
Due to the remote isolation of the many islands and villages throughout 
Vanuatu, plus the lack of hard cash, the above items are greatly sought 
after.  As a result, we always like to have such items aboard the yacht to  
distribute to those in greatest need. 
  
Additional items of great need include solar and wind-up torches, solar chargers, sun glasses plus children's and 
babies summer clothes and shoes - if you have access to any of these. 
  
Donations can be dropped off to my office at Partner Financial Group, 13 Diana Dve, Blackburn North  and my 
number is (03) 9814 9333 - ask for Robert or Kristina   msmvanuatu@gmail.com  
  
 
Volunteer Application - medical & Sailing 
If you, or someone you know, is interested in volunteering with MSM this year, download the Application & Mission Plan here ... 
http://msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/2017-03-01-Volunteer-Application.pdf 
http://msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2008/12/2017-01-16-MSM-Mission-Plan.pdf 
  
 
MSM Newsletters 
Read the last two MSM Member Update Newsletters here ... 
http://msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/2017-Jan-MSM-Member-Update.pdf 
http://msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/2016-Dec-MSM-Member-Update.pdf 
  
 
Media Articles 
http://msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/2011-11-Cruising-Helmsman.pdf 
http://msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/2013-12-Dental-Alumni-Mag-Article.pdf 
http://msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2010/04/2010.04-Club-Marine-Article.pdf 
http://msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/2015-01-Cruising-Helmsman-MSM-article.pdf 
http://msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2010/04/2009.11-Crosslight-MSM-Article.pdf 
  
  
Video & Photo Gallery 
http://msm.org.au/2010-video/ 
http://msm.org.au/2013-mission/2013-media/2013-video/ 
http://msm.org.au/2013-mission/2013-photos/ 
  
Vanuatu singing group “Soul Harvest” looking for a sponsor to tour Australia 
... https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G6ivYfetJw0&feature=youtu.be 
 
 
Ship Logs, 2009, 2010 & 2013  
http://msm.org.au/category/ships-log-2009/ 
http://msm.org.au/category/2010-ships-log/ 
http://msm.org.au/category/2013-ships-log/ 
  
  
Best Public Toilet in the South Pacific 
http://bestpublictoilet.org/ 

http://www.msm.org.au/
tel:(03)%209814%209333
mailto:msmvanuatu@gmail.com
http://msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/2017-03-01-Volunteer-Application.pdf
http://msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2008/12/2017-01-16-MSM-Mission-Plan.pdf
http://msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/2017-Jan-MSM-Member-Update.pdf
http://msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/2016-Dec-MSM-Member-Update.pdf
http://msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/2011-11-Cruising-Helmsman.pdf
http://msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/2013-12-Dental-Alumni-Mag-Article.pdf
http://msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2010/04/2010.04-Club-Marine-Article.pdf
http://msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/2015-01-Cruising-Helmsman-MSM-article.pdf
http://msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2010/04/2009.11-Crosslight-MSM-Article.pdf
http://msm.org.au/2010-video/
http://msm.org.au/2013-mission/2013-media/2013-video/
http://msm.org.au/2013-mission/2013-photos/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G6ivYfetJw0&feature=youtu.be
http://msm.org.au/category/ships-log-2009/
http://msm.org.au/category/2010-ships-log/
http://msm.org.au/category/2013-ships-log/
http://bestpublictoilet.org/

