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ALL CISTERNS ARE [ALMOST] GO!! 
 

Christmas is here and as we reflect on the year that was, it’s 

Tropical Cyclone Pam and the devastation left in it’s path, that 
stands out.  The days and weeks immediately following March 13 
were distressing, as individuals and communities counted the 
cost and considered the mammoth task of rebuilding. 
 
Now, nine months down the track, it’s fair to say that recovery is 
well underway, but for many regions the effects of drought, 
brought on by the latest El Nino, has created a second disaster.   
 
What might seem like a  tropical sunny paradise to us [tourists], 
has now become a serious lack of water for the locals, with little 
prospect of rain for some time yet.   
 
Freshwater & Toilet Project 
After a total of 5 weeks living in the village of Paunangisu, MSM 
supporter and volunteer, John Land, guided the Freshwater & 
Toilet Project to near completion – as the photos confirm. 
 
The village community passed on a massive thank you to John as 
he finally said his good-byes, with a relatively short list of 
outstanding “finishing off jobs” now being completed by local 
builder Watson and his team. 
 
Thanks also go to the many supporters who donated time, cash,  
goods and skills to ensure the project firstly got on track and then  
stayed on track. 
 
We can safely say that All Cisterns Are [almost] GO !!  
 

 
 
 
  

 

December 2015 

Top: The toilet is almost complete with a septic system big enough for … 
well … many, many busloads of tourists.  Middle: Walls rendered, sinks, 
toilets and doors fitted, plus water connected … plenty to smile about.  
Bottom:  John, at the end of another very hot day offers to test the fall of 
the toilet water outlet (yes, just water) – as the water finally made its way 
down and out of the pipe … dare I say, John felt flushed with success? 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WAITING FOR RAIN… 
 

The “Fresh Water” 

component of the latest 
project in the village of 
Paunangisu not only 
involves a 6000 litre plastic 
tank to catch water off the 
toilet building, but also the 
20,000 litre water tank at 
right. 
 
This tank was a “flat-pack” 
affair made out of 15 
sheets of curved Colorbond 
held together with an 
awful lot of bolts, with a very strong 
plastic liner inside, plus a Colorbond 
roof on top. 
 
The tank was generously donated by 
South Australian company Aquamate – 
just an amazing gesture, worth nearly 
$5,000 once free delivery was included.  
 
To get water into the tank of course 
requires gutters and downpipes plus 
lots of joiners.  These were all obtained 
in Port Vila and whilst it was mostly local volunteer village labour that put the bits together, it was “backyard blitz 
John” who conducted the “orchestra”, so to speak; in his spare time while also directing the toilet construction. 
 
It is true that occasional passing showers have already directed a few drops into the tank, but it is hoped that a 
serious tropical downpour – when it finally comes – will fill the tank in a just a few hours.   
 

FAREWELL JOHN 
 

The photos are a bit blurry, but you get 

the idea.  After more than a month 
living in the village, it was a sad day when  
it finally came time for John to leave.   
Sporting a serious suntan and local village   
wardrobe, it’s true to say John was hard to  
spot from the locals at the end.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A GREAT SUCCESS 

 

For those who attended the SIXTIES MUSIC & 
VARIETY NIGHT – night one, night two, or both – a 
very big thank you for making it such an amazing 
success. 
 
A total of $4,400 was raised, with this enabling the 
solar power to be fitted to the toilet roof in the village of Paunangisu, along  
with floor tiles; which were not part of the original plan. 
 
Stay tuned to future Member Updates as there’s every chance follow-up events will  
be organised in 2016; building on the proven radio announcer/live-band/nostalgia/variety format.  
 
 

DENTAL, SAW MILLS & LOW SMOKE STOVES  
Whilst “Medical Sailing Ministries” (MSM) began in 2008 with the [relatively] simple goal of using a sail boat to 

assist with remote-access medical transport around the islands of Vanuatu, a lot can happen in 7 years.   
 
To date, three actual sailing missions (2009, 2010 and 2013) have been 
undertaken, but through the establishment of friendships, contacts, 
networks and a certain amount of leading and guidance, we are now 
involved in a range of direct, grassroots programs, all designed to build 
local capacity and resources. 
 
The photo at right might be a little deceptive, but the Vanuatu Dental 
Care Service continues to deliver its message of Prevention with a steady 
stream of dental volunteers stepping forward to assist with Treatment 
and the relief of pain.  In addition we arranged for 5 second-hand (but 
still very serviceable) dental chairs to be shipped to Vanuatu this year – 
all designed to improve the local treatment facilities. 
 
Now for something completely 
different, and again, through a 
combination of friendships and 
networks established over the 
past few years, we have been 
able to assist a group called 
“Fruit of The Pacific” obtain and 
operate a mobile saw mill.  Yes, 
that’s right, a saw mill, on the 
island of Tanna.   
 
Chopping down tropical forests 
is not something I generally 
approve of, BUT, in this case it was Cyclone Pam that flattened  
the trees first.  The purpose of the mobile saw mill is to salvage the timber for the re-building of clinics, schools, 
churches and other structures – before it goes to waste by rotting on the ground.  Congratulations to Kylie at Fruit of 
The Pacific for all the work and organisational effort in finally pulling this project off. 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In the steady quest to develop the ultimate in Low Smoke Stove, 
Rob and John used the latest design as their sole source of cooking 
whilst camping in the village of Paunangisu recently. 
 

There was much interest in the stove from the locals – in particular 
the way it produced such a lot of (low smoke) heat and energy from 
just a few small sticks – and so the plan is to build on this with the 
establishment of the Vanuatu Low Smoke Stove Institute to push 
the cause further.   
 

The intention being to train and resource enterprising local lads to 
establish businesses around the making and selling of stoves. 
 

The over-riding driver for the project is the sobering fact that 
worldwide, more people die from smoke inhalation than malaria.  (If 
you’d like a copy of the research behind this I’d be happy to send it 
to you.) 

 
Who knows, if things go to plan, one day, along with buying a Christmas present of a “GOAT” in a far-off village, for 
that friend who has everything, you might also be able to buy a “LOW SMOKE STOVE” to help save lives, plus the 
environment. 
 

VILLAGE EXPERIENCE TOURS 
Heading off to Vanuatu?  Doing a cruise and stopping in at Port 

Vila the day?  If so and you’d like to experience the real Vanuatu 
amongst the locals, then the “Village Experience Tour” to the 
village of Paunangisu is just for you.  Featuring – yes, you guessed 
it – the BEST Toilet in ALL South Pacific and as we say, “If you 
need to GO, it’s the place to GO”… but seriously, this really is a 
genuine, grassroots tour, sure to have you telling your friends and 
wanting to return. 
 

TANK YU TUMAS   
Thank you again to everyone for their ongoing support and encouragement.   

It’s been a very big year and we look forward to reporting more news in 2016  
and beyond. 
 
Wishing you a safe and Joyful Christmas plus a great New Year. 
 
  
Robert Latimer, Barry Crouch & Mike Clarke 
MSM Co-ordinators, www.msm.org.au   
29 Wonga Rd, Ringwood North, VIC, 3134       E:  latimerfamily4@gmail.com 
 

 
If you feel able to make a [NON deductible) donation at this time, then we can 
guarantee it’ll be put to good use.  Just make contact with us directly for details, 
or deposit into:  
 
The NRUC PVP A/c, BSB 063 885  
CBA North Ringwood Account # 1037 1315 
 
 

 

http://www.msm.org.au/
mailto:latimerfamily4@gmail.com

