MEMBER UPDATE
WORK HAS BEGUN
November 2015

Construction has begun on the much anticipated public toilet in the
Village of Paunangisu, North Efate, Vanuatu.
In addition, the 20,000 litre water tank, donated by South Australian company Aquamate has been assembled, with
the guttering, downpipes and drains due to be fitted to the main church building in the next few days.
John Land (NZ), Rob Latimer and Mike Clarke have recently been in the village for the big “Commencement
Celebration”, with John remaining for a further 4 weeks to oversee the building process to completion.
Whilst the photos and captions on the next few pages kind of tell it all, it must be
said that the official container opening, the welcome ceremony and the completion of
the foundations by the end of the first week were true highlights – along with the
enthusiasm and “ownership” of the project by the local Presbyterian Church, acting on
behalf of the whole Paunangisu community.

Rob, Mike & John landed in
Port Vila on 18 Oct. And the
next day travelled north to
the village to assist locals
build the public toilet

The welcome ceremony had everything – drama,
decorations, dignitaries, music, reflection,
celebration, feasting and speeches
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The celebrations complete and the container emptied, it was soon down to
serious business under a scorching tropical sun. The trenches were dug, the
pipes accurately laid and then the concrete mixed and poured by hand – all in
under a week. Rob returned on 28 Oct as the first bricks were being laid.

Local village volunteers
were led by Ni-Van builder
Watson. (in yellow shirt)
Rob & John’s onsite campsite (below) made
travelling to work a mere 10 second stroll – note
Rob’s latest Low Smoke Stove in operation.

2

Medical Sailing Ministries - taking medical services to where they are needed most…

FLAT-PACK WATER TANK – Just add water !!
One of the biggest mysteries inside the container was the 20,000 litre water tank that (in theory) could be
assembled in just a day – how could the tin hold water, wouldn’t the bolts leak, have you assembled one before (no),
but the instruction booklet looks so complicated, where does this piece go, does it have a liner, how long will it last
will we have time to put it together – questions, questions questions ????. As the days clicked by it was finally time
to find some answers. In the end it all came together like an Ikea wall unit !?

After two days of community building and with just the roof tin and surplus liner
to be trimmed, the 20,000 litre Aquamate tank was virtually complete when Rob
left the village on 28 Oct. John will assist in making sure the finishing touches –
plus the connecting church gutters – are installed over the next couple of weeks.

A massive THANK YOU to Aquamate in South Australia for your kind and generous donation.
As Vanuatu and so many other places, suffer under the effects of the latest El Nino, water storage and conservation
have taken on a whole new meaning.
LEFT: Another load of
sand is delivered
RIGHT: Yes, that’s a
black Range Rover
under that tree,
complements of
Cyclone Pam giving
new meaningto the
term “Secure Parking”
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KINDY, MANUA PRIMARY & COMPUTERS
A big THANK YOU once again to Mission Australia, Salvation Army and the
Tintern Early learning Centre for their assistance in donating computers and office
equipment, plus money for the purchase of resource material.

Hear what people said about the last time:

IT’S ON AGAIN !!
Friday 13 November 2015, 7:30pm 14 Dickson Cres, North Ringwood
That’s right, back by popular demand, the amazing SIXTIES MUSIC NIGHT –
featuring a live variety radio show like no other – is on again. Genuine 60s
radio announcer (now in his 60s), live & authentic band and singers,
60s video clips on the big screen, radio quiz, words to sing along, dancing,
60s news and fun-facts, plus fast-paced programme.
Come as you are, or dress to the sixties. Café style tables dotted throughout
the hall. Arrive early to secure your seat. BYO nibbles & soft drink
(Alcohol-free event)

“Last Saturday night was outstanding. It was
done so well. You should go on the road!!!.
Thank you”.
John
“Thought the 60s night was absolutely
fabulous. Glad I came.”
Ian
“I wish I’d brought my friends along, can you
put it on again?”
Helen
“Just amazing, so well polished,
the video clips and the band, it
brought it all back”
Steve

TANK YU TUMAS
Thank you again to everyone for their ongoing support and
encouragement. We will endeavour to provide a further update in a couple
of weeks as the brick walls of the toilet grow taller and the roof is bolted and
screwed into place
Robert Latimer, Barry Crouch & Mike Clarke
MSM Co-ordinators, www.msm.org.au
29 Wonga Rd, Ringwood North, VIC, 3134

E: latimerfamily4@gmail.com

If you feel able to make a [NON deductible) donation at this time,
then we can guarantee it’ll be put to good use. Just make contact
with us directly for details, or deposit into:
The NRUC PVP A/c, BSB 063 885
CBA North Ringwood Account # 1037 1315
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