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 MEMBER UPDATE 
 

 
 

December 2014 
 

Chimere is Resting 
 
Greetings from Medical Sailing Ministries (MSM) and 
whilst Chimere has not been to Vanuatu this year, the 
work in supporting the Vanuatu health program 
continues - but first an update on Chimere.   
 
As the photo at right shows, Chimere was recently lifted 
out of the water, revealing a veritable eco-system of 
marine life; the product of around 18 months growth. 
 
After a quick water-blast a small “swot team” comprising Robert & James Latimer, Eva Metzling and Mike 
Clarke got stuck in with sandpaper, rollers and brushes to complete the antifouling task in two hours flat, 
allowing a return to the water after just 3 hours all clean and sparkly ! 

 
A new exhaust system has been fitted by Steve Cullinan 
from Professional Marine Management and with a range of 
other service-needs being addressed Chimere is now ready 
for her 2 week test sail – to King Island, Hunter Island, Three 
Hummock Island and Stanley (weather permitting) heading 
off 28/12/14 
 

Continuing assistance for PCV Health 
 

For those new to “PCV”, it stands for the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu and in conjunction with the 
Vanuatu Government and a variety of overseas donor groups, (including the Australian Government & 
Uniting Church) this indigenous, Vanuatu institution delivers a range of health, education and other 
services throughout this spread-out country.  It’s this group that MSM assists, in ways that build local 
resources, capacity and sustainability – certainly with transport and logistical support, but also (amongst 
other things) with the recruitment of medical volunteers, the coordination of outreach missions and the 
provision of ongoing training.   
 
Specifically a key part of our work involves the 
Vanuatu Dental Care Service, with the latest  
“Healthy Teeth – Healthy Life” newsletter included on 
the following pages:  
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Outreach Medical Mission Volunteers required for 2015 
 
In 2015, Outreach Medical Missions will again use local planes, boats and 4wds (ie no Chimere) with a 
summary of the planned activities included below, 
 
If you feel called, or inspired, to volunteer – or even just seek further information – then get in touch. 
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Two 2014 Outreach Medical Missions  
 
If you’d like to learn more about two of the 2014 Outreach Medical Missions (from July and August) click 
on the following links.  A very big thank you, and congratulations, to team leaders Cameron Heathwood 
and Andrew Latimer for their amazing efforts. 
 
http://pcvpentecostjuly2014.wordpress.com/                       http://pcvmaewoaugust2014.wordpress.com/ 
 

 
 

Pt Vila Clinic Volunteers required in 2015 
 
If you are a dentist, or are qualified in the oral health field, you 
might like to consider volunteering for a week, (or more) in the 
Port Vila clinic. 
 
Whilst “Education” and “Prevention” are the two main planks of 
the Vanuatu Dental Care Service, there’s no denying the 
importance of “Treatment”.  Anyone who has ever had a 
toothache will attest to that.  For this reason, a fully equipped dental surgery 
is maintain in Port Vila and our goal is to havie a volunteer dentist and dental assistant in 
residence for at least one week every month.    
 
If you think this might be for you and you’d like to talk with someone who has already been, then just sing 
out.  You will be working with the local Dental Care Workers and there will also be the opportunity for you 
to provide on-the-job mentoring and training.  
 
 

Cruising with a purpose 
 
For a short read that combines the love of  
sailing with “doing something useful” in 
Vanuatu, why not check out Robert’s latest 
article in the January 2015 edition of the 
Cruising Helmsman magazine.    
 
As they say ... “available in all good 
Newsagents” ... probably available in all the 
other ones too. 
 

http://pcvpentecostjuly2014.wordpress.com/
http://pcvmaewoaugust2014.wordpress.com/
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Paonangisu Village Partnership  
 
As many will be aware, MSM assists with the partnership that established last year between the village of 
Paonangisu (in Nth Efate) and the North Ringwood Uniting Church. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above: Joy Harvey, alongside husband George, on the 
occasion of her recent 70

th
 birthday party which raised $2,000  

towards the eventual construction of the public toilet and  
freshwater project in the village of Paonangisu. 

 
Several projects are currently underway, but the most 
significant, after assisting the village install solar lighting and 
power in the church building last year, is the construction of 
a public toilet and freshwater facility. 
 
Donated funds are currently up to around $12,000, but to 
complete everything we really need closer to $25,000 AUS.   The picture 
above shows Joy at her recent 70th birthday where she not only raised awareness of the 
project but also raised a total of $2,000, asking everyone NOT to bring a present – but to instead bring 
money (for the project) – an amazing effort. 
 
If you have any $$ dollars lying around that you’d like to donate, please get in touch.  I’ve heard of opera 
houses and concert halls raising money by “selling” seats ... maybe we could name one of the five cubicles 
after significant donors ?!  So feel free to make a donation ... at/for your “convenience” ... 
http://msm.org.au/latest-mission/paonangisu/ 
 
 

Tank Yu Tumas 

Thank you again to everyone who has provided support and encouragement as we continue to assist PCV 
Health deliver dental and other services to the people of Vanuatu. 
 
We’d really love to hear from potential volunteers and always welcome your comments & suggestions  
 

Robert Latimer, Barry Crouch & Mike Clarke  
MSM Co-ordinators, www.msm.org.au  29 Wonga Rd, Ringwood North, VIC, 3134   E:  latimerfamily4@gmail.com 

http://msm.org.au/latest-mission/paonangisu/
http://www.msm.org.au/
mailto:latimerfamily4@gmail.com

