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Paonangisu Village Partnership – Building a close, ongoing relationship between the people of Paonangisu Village  

(Efate, Vanuatu), through the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu (PCV) in that village, and the people of North Ringwood  
Uniting Church (Victoria, Australia).   

 
 

Building on the Supporter’s Tour 2013 

 

For those who attended the Vanuatu Supporters Tour in late 2013, there is no doubt, the “Village 
Experience” was truly a highlight.   
 
The welcome, the singing, the warmth, the food, crafts, speeches and then the emotional farewell – 
Morinda’s village of Paonangisu, at the north of Efate, really put on a wonderful all-day event – oh, I forgot 
to mention the visit to the local primary school, medical clinic and tour of the 
homes, beach and village surrounds.   
 
It really was a fantastic opportunity for 
friendships and relationships to be 
formed and indeed, that is what has 
happened. 
 
Upon our return to Australia, many people said how nice it would be to maintain contact with the village of 
Paonangisu – despite most of us still having trouble pronouncing the word, let along spelling it the same 
way every time – and so the Paonangisu Village Partnership (PVP) was formed. 
 
 

PVP Objectives  

 
The objectives of the Paonangisu Village Partnership (PVP) are 
summarised below: 
 
1.  Encouraging each other in our respective Christian “faith journeys”. 

 
2.  Developing a two-way exchange of friendship, fellowship and cultural awareness,  specifically: 

a. youth musical tours  
b. educational exchanges 
c. student scholarships 
d. evangelical outreach 
e. leadership & vocational training 

 
3.  Supporting economic development, including the establishment of small business and tourism activities;  
     generating income to be used for the betterment of the community.  
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Projects on the Go   

 

Solar Power 
Who could forget the wonderful images of the Paonangisu 
Presbyterian Church fully lit and shining into the tropical 
night as a result of the solar power installation provided by the 
generosity of those on the Supporters Tour last year. 
 
Installed with free labour by Batik and his men from Van Global 

Industries in Port Vila, the solar system has transformed the church 
facility, making it an even more valuable resource for 
community and village activities after dark, in addition to 
children being able to do their homework and phones and  
other equipment to be charged.    
 
There’s also the projector which can now be used in church 
 services and at other times to share information, show movies and conduct seminars.   
 
Good ol’ electricity – it’s something we’ve all come to know and love, with the tropical sunshine now being 
harnessed to deliver some of it to the village of Paonangisu through those 4 solar panels perched on the 
roof of the church. 
 

Silas Sponsorship 
The sponsorship of Silas to undertake architecture and 
engineering studies in Pt Vila is also a direct result of relationships 
established during the Supporters Tour in 2013. 
 
Despite numerous obstacles, Silas has great dreams and ambition to 
study hard and become a leader in the community.  Supported  
by the Paonangisu Village, Silas has just started studying at the  
University of the South  
Pacific in Port Vila with funds raised through the Paonangisu  
Village Partnership; individual donations from people who feel  
strongly about removing one of the last really big hurdles standing  
in Silas’s way – money.   The studies are expected to take a further  
3-4 years at a cost of approximately $2,500pa, so if you’d also like  
to support Silas in some way, we’d love to hear from you. 
 

Music Tour 2015 – “Soul Harvest” 
 

A seriously good bunch of singers, Soul harvest 
performed for the Supporters Tour in 2013 and 
after producing a CD of original songs last year 
have dreams of coming to Australia next year.   
 
Watch this space for more details !! 

      Got a laptop you’re not 
   using or about to replace? 
 To help with his studies  
and to save time, Silas  
really needs a  
 computer and we  
   are checking out all  
       possibilities ! 



 3 

 

The best public Toilet in all of Vanuatu !! 
OK, here it is.  It’s a big call, but we reckon this may end up being the best public toilet facility in all of 
Vanuatu. 
 
It’s an ambitious project, the cost of materials alone is expected to be around $15,000, but it is seen as an 
essential next step in opening the door to developing future eco and social tourism opportunities. 
 
If you feel called to get involved in this project, or make a donation of money or resources, we’d love to 
hear from you. 
 
Latest News – I’ve just heard that the North Ringwood Uniting Church has just allocated $7,000 of their 
mission fund to this project – we just need to raise a further $8,000 and we’re just about there! 
 

 

 
Tourism Opportunities 
Unregulated tourism and the pursuit of the almighty dollar ... or in 
this case ...the Vatu ... can sometimes create more problems than it 
solves.  But, there’s no doubt, earning some money, whether it be through 
employment in Port Vila, or establishing business opportunities, enables 
school fees to be paid (necessary when your children reach secondary 
school age) and food to be bought, plus fuel, transport, housing and 
many other basics of life. 
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The local Vanuatu PVP committee is keen to pursue tourist opportunities  
in the future – both eco and social – with the successful “Village Experience” day 
organised by the whole community in 2013 for the Supporters Tour showing 
what can be done when everyone works together. 
 
The village is ideally situated for a range of tourist activities, being right 
on the coast where turtles can be found and just off the (beautifully 
tarred) main road that runs around the island.   
 
With several cruise ships coming into Port Vila each week, the 
village is also a “manageable drive” from town, with the many 
elements that comprised the “Village Experience” from last year, 
being very attractive experiences for selected tourists to enjoy on 
perhaps a “Half-day Village Experience” in the future. 
 
We look forward to developing these ideas further with the Vanuatu 
PVP Committee to create employment in the village and surplus funds to be used for 
community development.   
 
 

Organisation & Finance  

 
A PVP Planning Team (oh, alright, a committee) has now been established, and the first meeting 
conducted, in both Paonangisu and North Ringwood. 
 
A separate bank account has been established in each place to receive all funds and to make all payments, 
with each individual project being reported separately - this way people can make donations to specific 
projects that match their interest. 
 
It’s really great that a mix of young and old, plus male and female, have signed up and we invite anyone 
else who feels strongly about getting involved to make contact.   The first meeting in North Ringwood 
started out with about 10 people who’d shown interest but of course not everyone was aware that things 
were about to start and so this shouldn’t be seen as a problem in jumping aboard whenever it suits. 
 

 

Tank Yu Tumas 
 

As the young lady at left would say  “Tank Yu Tumas” 
for your interest and support, plus a special thanks to 
the members of North Ringwood Uniting Church and 
Medical Sailing Ministries (MSM). 

 
If you have any questions, comments, or would like to make a donation we’d love to hear from you. 
 
Peace, blessings and let’s build a toilet! 
  
Rob Latimer (PVP Coordinator, Nth Ringwood)   Ph 0428 370 579  &  latimerfamily4@gmail.com  

mailto:latimerfamily4@gmail.com

