MEMBER UPDATE
Count Down to Vanuatu 2013
After a successful summer test sail to Deal Island and back via Port Welshpool, Chimere is
now on the dry at Hastings having all manner of improvements done to her. It might look like
a construction site, but there really is a master plan in operation. And whilst the list of “Tasks to Complete” might be
getting shorter, as the departure date of Saturday 1 June looms there is no doubt more items will be added.
If you’d like to know more about the upcoming mission simply go the
www.msm.org.au website and download the 2013 Vanuatu Mission Manual.
http://msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/2013-MSM-Vanuatu-MissionManual.pdf

Seeking Volunteers – Sailing & Medical
That’s right, we’re after both kinds of volunteers ... sailing AND medical.
This year’s mission is divided into 5 main stages, with most sailing
volunteers spending 4-5 weeks aboard and medical volunteers (doctor, dentist,
optometrist and nurse) spending 2-3 weeks
The stages are summarised below, with more details enclosed in the
2013 Vanuatu Mission Manual.
If you’d like to consider volunteering feel free to contact Robert Latimer.

2013 VANUATU MISSION
June
Delivery Voyage
Melbourne to Vanuatu via Sydney
July
Medical Mission 1
Central Region (Shefa Province)
August
Medical Mission 2
Central Region (Malampa Province)
September
Medical Mission 3
Northern Regions (Torba Province)
October
Return Voyage
Vanuatu to Melbourne via Sydney
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Dental Care Service – NOW UNDERWAY...
Whilst MSM have not done a sailing mission
in Vanuatu for a couple of years now, our time has
been well spent assisting with the establishment
of a Dental Care Service.
This has been done alongside the very
successful Vanuatu Prevention of Blindness
Project; the group we have been assisting with
remote-access transport.
Rather than introduce a western form of dentistry
which requires large amounts of capital to establish,
years of academic and clinical training and can
then only treat a relatively small number of
privileged people able to make the journey
to Pot Vila, the focus of our program is:
1/. Education
2/. Prevention, and
3/. Treatment
The Vanuatu Dental Care Service is a joint initiative
of MSM, The Uniting Church in Australia, The Presbyterian
Church of Vanuatu and the North Ringwood Uniting Church in
association with the Health Department of Vanuatu and partly funded
by the Australian Government’s overseas aid organisation AusAID.
Integral to the long-term success of the service has been the training
and resourcing of locals in Vanuatu, often referred to as “Ni-vans”. To this
end it was with great joy that we hosted Bob and Morinda recently as they spent
4 weeks in Melbourne undertaking a broad range of training. To see them grow in confidence, knowledge and
experience was very special and so it was hard to finally say good-bye.
Bob and Morinda are now working fulltime running the Dental Care Service as part of the Presbyterian Church of
Vanuatu’s (PCV) Health Department – we will hear more of Bob and Morinda as the program unfolds. But as they begin
their education role in schools right across Vanuatu, they’d like to share the following two slides with you from their
presentation ... Healthy Teeth – Healthy Life ...
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Plus a few more slides ...

Supporters Tour - Friday 27 September – Sunday 6 October (10 days)
A Pt Vila holiday package is to be orgainsed through a travel agent
for friends and supporters of Medical Sailing Ministries (MSM).
Prices and availability are subject to change but it is expected to
cost around $1,500 per person.
It is designed to provide an opportunity for family, friends
and supporters to participate in some of the island hospitality
and excitement
The tour includes

▪ 8 nights at a quality resort (Pt Vila)
▪ Return airfares & taxes with Air Vanuatu/Qantas
▪ Return airport transfers
▪ Half day Hideaway island tour
▪ Village experience
▪ Day-sail aboard Chimere
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Mud Bricks (Low Smoke Stoves)
A continuing part of MSM’s work this year will be the teaching of mudbrick stove
making to assist in reducing smoke inhalation. As we discovered, most cooking
is done on open fires which creates immense amounts of smoke and uses way
more fuel than is needed to get the job done. A Low Smoke stove made out of
mud bricks, using locally found materials is both free and effective.
The instruction manual can be downloaded here ...
http://msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2010/03/2010_3SLS_Stove_Easy_Guide.pdf
Along with photos from the 2010 clinics ...
http://msm.org.au/2010-mission/2010-photos/2010-mud-brick-stove-ministry/
On the topic of smoke inhalation, there have been many studies into its negative
impact on health – particularly for women and children, but did you know it is
estimated to kill more people worldwide than malaria?
Read more in the Science article at the back of this Member Update...

Donations
Arr, yes money $$$ !?
On the plus side, the Dental Care Service has received partial funding from AusAID through the Uniting Church’s overseas aid
arm Uniting World. This is enabling the program to get established and will keep things going until 30 June 2013 – about 3 months
away.
After that, we are a bit unsure. From what we hear through Uniting World, AusAID are very happy with the initiative, particularly
with the way it trains locals and addresses the problem of oral health in an appropriate way for Vanuatu. They’ve indicated a
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desire to see the program continue, something we are totally committed to no matter what, but we’ll have to see in what form any
continuing funding might appear.
As far as Medical Sailing Ministries (MSM) goes, we operate largely through contributions from the boat’s owners and volunteer
crew – both sailing and medical. Our objective this year is to deliver the transport and logistical support service in a way that
imposes minimal cost to both the Dental Care Service and the Prevention of Blindness Project, the two groups we are primarily
assisting.
If you feel called to make a donation, we would greatly appreciate anything you are prepared and able to give. Feel free to make
contact directly with MSM and we can discuss the best way for you to do it.

Keeping In Touch
Keep up-to-date with progress of the mission by
reading the Ships Log and viewing the Photo
Gallery on the MSM website.
We’ll also publish the current location of the boat
for all to see. Tell your friends too! You might
even like to post comments of support and
encouragement as the daily highs and lows are
revealed and shared.
You can even dig back through the site to view
videos, logs, photos, articles, radio interviews
and comments from past missions.

Many Thanks
In closing, thank you again to all the volunteers and supporters for your assistance and encouragement
Smooth seas, fair breeze and countdown to Saturday 1 June.

Robert Latimer, Barry Crouch & Mike Clarke
MSM Co-ordinators
www.msm.org.au
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