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Vanuatu Medical Mission 2013 – Volunteers Invited  
 
Merry Christmas! 
 
Planning for Vanuatu Medical Mission 2013 is well 
advanced, with an invitation being extended now to all 
interested sailors, potential skippers and medical 
professionals, plus combinations of the above, to step 
forward. 
 
The schedule is likely to extend from May through to 
September and look a bit like this… 
 

May  Delivery Voyage 
Melbourne to Vanuatu via Sydney 

 
June   Medical Mission 1, Central Vanuatu 
 
July    Medical Mission 2, Central Vanuatu 
 
August  Medical Mission 3, North Vanuatu 
 
September  Return Voyage 

Vanuatu to Melbourne via Brisbane & Sydney 
 
We know it’s often difficult for people to get away from their work, home  
sweethearts, or business for extended periods of time, but ideally we are 
looking for volunteers who can spare at least one month.  However, on 
the medical side of things, if you can spare just 2-3 weeks we’d love to 
have a chat. 
 
A more detailed itinerary will be circulated in the next few weeks. 

Volunteer MSM crew and Ni-van health 

workers Bob and Gibson 2010 

MEMBER UPDATE 

Taking a medical team  

ashore, 2010 



 

 

 

 

Medical Sailing Ministries - taking medical services to where they are needed most… 

 

2

 

Maintenance Continues Aboard 
 
Thank you to all the willing helpers who have continued to assist in 
getting Chimere into tip-top order. 
 
A new mainsail is about to be fitted, new radar, chartplotter and radio 
have been installed and some wonderful woodwork is being done in the 
galley and shower areas.  In addition, the gas system has been 
renewed and re-certified and painting has begun in earnest on the 
coachhouse and deck. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
I should mention that there are a few additional photos which should have been taken and displayed here 
including …  
 
… Dale from Clow Marine Electronics who did some great work installing the new electronics   
… Marcus from Marine Sanitation for doing the new gas instalation  
… Nick from Coastline Marine for his timely service of the engine, and 
… Peter from Peter Green Sails for the new mainsail.  
 
 

 

 

 

Bob Clow demonstrates the new 
chartplotter and radar 

Joy Harvey continues her 
wonderful painting work 

Co-owner Barry Crouch finds something 
more to fix aboard 

George Harvey demonstrates his latest 
construction in the galley. 

Bruce Marriott and Lyndon Sheppard 
work on getting a cable up the mast 

for the new tri-colour. 

Lyndon Sheppard, a dentist who likes 

wiring and electrics- what a guy! 

Co-owner Robert Latimer wondering 

what to do with a paint brush. 
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EEdduuccaattiioonn  

PPrreevveennttiioonn  

TTrreeaattmmeenntt  

 

Vanuatu DentalCare – All systems go!! 
 
AusAID funding was recently obtained for the 
commencement of the Vanuatu Dental Care Program 
and we are really excited to announce that the first two 
Ni-van dental workers will arrive in Melbourne for a 
month of intensive training and experience in the New 
Year on January 24th.  

 
Their names are Bob Natuman and Morinda Toara and 
they will be responsible for the implementation of the 
program – both in Pt Vila and throughout the island 
chain, upon their return. 
 
The dental program began as an idea and a dream back 
in 2009 but has evolved into a workable plan that is 
appropriate to Vanuatu and importantly, will be run and staffed by local Vanuatu people (Ni-vans) from day 
one; supported by regular visits from Australian and New Zealand dentists. 
 
We have had wonderful support from a range of individuals and companies including, Dr Barry Stewart,  
Dr Tony Burke, Dr Kim Warby, Andrew Latimer, Stephen Haynes from GC Australasia, Prof Martin Tyas from 
Melb Dental School (Melb Uni), Liz Broadbent, Vicky Silcock, Bill Stoney, Dr David Goldsmith (Ballarat) 
Adrienne Teh from OASIS Software and the dental supplier Henry Schein.   

 
We look forward to reporting more on the dental training and the 
progress of the Dental Care Program more generally in the New 
Year. 
 
If you are a dental professional, (or you know a dental 
professional who might be interested) who’d like to volunteer for 
some time in Vanuatu next year, please get back to me. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Do you want to come sailing over Summer ? 
 

I know it’s short notice, but on 27 December Chimere heads out of Westernport for a 2 week “test sail” into 
Bass Strait that will take in Wilson’s Prom, Deal Island (The Kent Group) and Port Welshpool. 

The voyage is in three legs as shown below: 

STAGE  1    Hastings, Deal Island, Port Welshpool 
Date:    6 Days  (Thursday 27 December 2012 – Tuesday 1 January 2013) 
Distance:   Hastings to Deal Is, 140 miles,   Deal Is to Pt Welshpool, 60 miles 
 

Dr Tony Burke gives Bob a crash course in how to take 

dental records and deliver “hand-tool” dentistry, 2010  
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STAGE  2     Port Welshpool, Refuge Cove, Waterloo Bay, Port Welshpool 
Date:                4 Days  (Wednesday 2 January 2013  - Saturday 5 January 2013) 
Distance:          Port Welshpool to Refuge Cove, 24 miles 

  
STAGE  3     Port Welshpool, Deal Island, Refuge Cove, Hastings 
Date:               8 Days  (Saturday 5 January 2013 – Saturday 12 January 2013) 
Distance:          Port Welshpool to Deal Island and then back to Hastings via Refuge Cove, or other  
                         nearby locations, depending on weather 

 
You can join, or leave, at any leg and if you are interested then give Robert a call asap on 0428 370579. 
 

 

 
 

Thank You Again 
 

Once again, thank you for your continued interest in, and support of Medical Sailing Ministries. 
 
For more information, to volunteer, or to donate to the Dental Care Program (which is a tax deduction), or 
MSM, feel free to make contact at any time.   (A worksheet explaining the Dental Care Program in more detail 
can be found here … http://www.unitingworld.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Vanuatu-Dental-Care-Project-
Sheet_web.pdf 
 
Smooth seas, fair breeze and here’s to the Summer test sail ! 
 
Robert Latimer, Barry Crouch & Mike Clarke  
MSM Co-ordinators 
 
www.msm.org.au    &  latimerfamily4@gmail.com 


