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October 2011 
 
 
 

MEMBER UPDATE  
 

An exciting new beginning!! 
 
 
 
FOUND !!  - a new 50% partner 
 
Our 12-month search to find a new 50% partner is  
at an end !   
 
Enter Barry Crouch. 
 
Here’s a picture of Barry and me doing a bit of male “bonding” 
over a sander, some epoxy and lots of paint dust. 
 
Note that Barry has similar fashion sense to myself and to all 
those with an interest in such things, he is wearing a mask, 
gloves and a dust suit. 
 
Barry is actually a friend of Andrew’s and mine from way back 
in the 1970s.  He has an engineering background, can fix or 
make anything, enjoys boating, diving (meeting new people, 
travelling) and has a strong interest in taking a leadership role 
in future MSM missions to Vanuatu. 
 
Barry is an all-round good bloke and with his lovely wife Andrea (Andy) and sons Ryan, Nathan 
and Jordan we look forward to a new and exciting future as Chimere is prepared for more 
adventures and volunteer medical transport work in the years ahead. 
 
Regular Maintenance 
 
After bringing Chimere down from Sydney in February, we now have her up 
on the dry at Yaringa (Westernport) where four months of week-end 
maintenance is coming to an end. 
 
Big thanks go to Bruce for his engineering work on the keel.  Here we see 
Bruce in what has become something of a second home, down below the 
floorboards. 
 
Another willing conscript is Bill.  Now Bill is particularly known for his work 
on bilge pumps.  Unfortunately we don’t have a current photo of Bill  
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because for some reason he passed up 
the offer of working Saturday’s on Chimere 
in favour of six weeks in Europe with his 
wife Rita.  Can you believe it ?! 
 
Bill even had the cheek to email me a 
photo from their Positano hotel room in 
Italy ! 
 
Come back soon Bill and we’ll see if we 
can find a job that doesn’t involve bilge 
pumps. 
 

After some great work moving a switchboard 
from an obscure, out-of-the-way shelf at the back 
of a cabin-wardrobe to the saloon bulkhead, 
(where everyone can now see it) Matt has moved 
onto installing a new depth sounder and through-
hull log instrument.  In addition he’s wired in 
some new switches to control the many speakers 
attached to the sound system and even had a go 
at attaching new zinc anodes to the hull.  All this 
wonderful training and experience, absolutely 
free and without charge! 

 
With just days before Chimere goes back in 
the water, past MSM volunteer and local 
Hastings resident Lanie Verboon came to the 
rescue in helping to finish off the second coat 
of anti-fouling paint.   
 
And what a transformation a coat of paint can 
make – ample reward for three months of 
sanding, grinding, undercoating and epoxy 
fairing.  
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Alterations to Chimere 
 
For a long time we have considered how we might improve the “comfort factor” of Chimere’s 
stern section – specifically to enable a crowd of people to sit around, outside, under shelter and 
in relative comfort.  To this end Matt has spend many hours measuring every small aspect of 
Chimere and inputting the information onto a computer aided design program so as to model 
potential changes.   
  
This picture 
illustrates one 
possible option. 
 
New co-owner 
Barry is also keen 
to move the 
alterations along 
and has been seen 
with tape measure 
and note pad in 
hand clambering 
around the back 
section.   
 
The great thing 
about Barry is that 
he has an 
engineering 
workshop and the 
skills to make it all 
happen.    
 
Watch this space for  
developments. 
 
 

The Next MSM Mission 
 
As you know, there was no MSM mission this year and with next year (2012) set aside for 
continuing improvements and maintenance aboard Chimere, we are now focusing on 2013 for 
the next mission. 
 
In addition to eyecare and general medical services, we hope to also include dental care in future MSM 
missions, while incorporating more education, mentoring and community development projects – 
becoming a truly multi-faceted service. 
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Learning from the missions in 2009 and 2010, future missions will focus on those regions 
where medical teams cannot gain access via the usual means.  (ie Planes and vehicles)  Each 
region is described in more detail on the next page (compliments of Wikipedia) but specifically 
they are as follows: 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shepherd Islands 

Banks Islands 

Espiritu Santo  
(West Coast) 

Torres Islands 
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Torres Islands 

Shepherd Islands 

Banks Islands 

Espiritu Santo  
(West Coast) 

 
The Torres Islands are northernmost island group in the country 
and lie just south of the Solomon IslandsThe seven islands in the 
Torres group, from north to south, are Hiw or Hiu (the largest), 

Metoma, Tegua, Ngwel (an uninhabited islet), Linua, Lo or Loh, and Toga.  
For more information visit …               http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Torres_Islands 
 
 

Together with the Torres Islands to the northwest, they make up the 
northernmost province of Torba. The group lies about 40 km (25 mi) 
north of Maewo, and includes Gaua and Vanua Lava, two of the 13 

largest islands in Vanuatu. In 2009, the islands supported a population of 8,533[1] on a land area of 
780 km².   For more information visit …               http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Banks_Islands 
 
 

The Shepherd Islands are a group of islands lying between the 
larger islands of Epi and Éfaté, in the Shefa province of Vanuatu. 
The aggregate land area is 88 km². At the 2009 census the 

population numbered 3634. From north to south, the principal islands are: Laika, Tongoa (Kuwaé), 
Tongariki, Émaé (Mai), Makira (Emwae), Mataso (Matah), and Monument (Étarik). Émaé and Tongoa 
are the largest ones islands in the group.  For more information visit …               
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shepherd_Islands 
 
 

Espiritu Santo is the largest island in the nation of Vanuatu, with 
an area of 3,955.5 km2 (1,527.2 sq mi). It belongs to the 
archipelago of the New Hebrides in the Pacific region of Melanesia. 
It is in the Sanma Province of Vanuatu. 

The town of Luganville, on Espiritu Santo's southeast coast, is Vanuatu's second-largest settlement and 
the provincial capital. Roads run north and west from Luganville but most of the island is far from the 
limited road network, particularly the rugged and remote west coast.  Vanuatu's highest peak is the 
1879 metre (6165 foot) Mount Tabwemasana in west-central Espiritu Santo. 
For more information visit …               http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Espiritu_Santo 
 
 
 
Cruising Helmsman Article 
 
Having first been inspired to form MSM  
by an article I read in Cruising  
Helmsman back in November 2004 it  
is particularly pleasing to now have my  
own article appearing in the same  
magazine, exactly 7 years later. 
 
Keep an eye out for the November  
issue later in a Newsagent near you! 
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Vanuatu DentalCare – Continuing Support 
 
While transporting the eyecare and medical teams last year, 
MSM also introduced a dental component, with crewmember 
and dentist Dr Tony Burke joining the May mission amongst 
the southern islands. 
 
It was a worthwhile “experiment”, with much needed pain 
relief provided, (through tooth extractions), but more 
importantly it was also an opportunity to train local health 
workers, Bob and Shirley in a particular type of dental care 
known as Atraumatic Restorative Treatment (ART). 
 
This involves only hand tools and a tooth filler known as a Glass Ionomer.  Find out more here … 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glass_ionomer_cement#ART_.28Atraumatic_Restorative_Treatment.29 
 
Some more photos from last year’s dental work can be found here … 
http://msm.org.au/2010-mission/2010-photos/2010-dental-mission/ 
 
The exciting news is that MSM have continued to work with 
the Presbyterian Church in Vanuatu to move the dental 
program along so that it will one day operate in a similar 
fashion to the successful eyecare program. 
 
The next step will be to bring two Ni-van health workers 
(including Bob) to Melbourne in the New Year to receive 
further dental and business training.  The plan will be for 
them to kick-off the DentalCare program in Pt Vila, with a 
focus on E.P.T.   Which stands for …  Education, 
Prevention and Treatment. 
 
Volunteer Australian dentists joining the healthcare dental workers in Pt Vila, for a week each month, 
will provide continuing mentoring, training and support.  The service is also intended to generate 
income, from paying patients, to largely fund the program in the medium to long term.  To extend the 
service beyond Pt Vila it is intended to use MSM (from 2013 onwards) to transport the dental workers 
(alongside the eyecare workers) to the outer islands. 
 
If you know any dentists who might like to find out more, or get involved, please encourage them to get 
in touch. 
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Join Us for a Concert – Tuesday 22 November   (Melbourne) 
 
Join us for an evening of musical entertainment and 
island warmth featuring the choir of the Presbyterian 
Women’s Missionary Union (PWMU) – Pt Vila, 
Vanuatu 
 

North Ringwood Uniting Church  
14 Dickson Cres, North Ringwood 
 
Tuesday 22 November 2011 
7:30pm – 9:30pm 
 
Cost: Adult $10, Children $5  (Under 18) 

 
(There will also be a dinner at 6:30pm, preceding the concert, $10/head, see RSVP below)  

 
Visiting Melbourne to learn more about women in leadership, the group is also on a quest to discover 
more of the history and influences behind two inspirational women from Victoria, Rev Cath Ritchie and 
Deaconess Amy Skinner who started the PWMU in Vanuatu in the 1950s.   
 
Cath Ritchie and Amy Skinner are seen by the PWMU in Vanuatu as significant role models and they 
want to find out more about their past and what moulded them.  With this knowledge and experience 
they feel their work as Christian and community leaders will be greatly enhanced upon their return to 
Vanuatu.  All proceeds to support the tour and Vanuatu women in leadership.   
 
To RSVP for the dinner at 6:30pm, or obtain more information call, Robert Latimer 9870 3918, or  
Joy Harvey  9876 2812 
 
 
Thank You Again 
 
Once again, thank you for your continued interest in, and support of Medical Sailing Ministries. 
 
Again, a special welcome aboard to Barry Crouch and of course his wonderfully supportive family.  I 
have no doubt your involvement Barry, in owning half of Chimere and taking an active role in the further 
work of MSM at this critical stage, will lay the groundwork for bigger and better things in the future. 
 
Watch out for the next edition of Cruising Helmsman for the article on MSM and don’t forget the 
Vanuatu Ladies concert on Tuesday 22 November – we can guarantee a fun night’s entertainment 
and it’s to support a great cause. 
 
Smooth seas, fair breeze and countdown to the next mission ! 
 
 
Robert Latimer, Barry Crouch & Mike Clarke  
MSM Co-ordinators 
www.msm.org.au 


