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Medical Sailing Ministries Inc. (MSM Inc.) began in 2009 using the 53-foot 
Yacht, Chimere to provide remote-access-health and eyecare transport, and 
logistical support, amongst the islands of Vanuatu.  Our mission at that time 
was to deliver teams of local and volunteer health workers ς optometrists, 
doctors, dentists and nurses ς to some of the most remote and inaccessible 
villages. 
 

MSM Inc. is run by volunteers and operates along compassionate and inclusive 
Christian-values.  Our approach is collaborative and multi-pronged, based on 
establishing direct, grassroots partnerships with Vanuatu organisations and 
individuals; plus, others in Australia, New Zealand and elsewhere as 
opportunities arise. 
 

Current Focus on Oral Health 
As our knowledge of Vanuatu has broadened and the network of relationships 
deepened, our focus in recent years has moved to oral health.  Specifically, the 
promotion of oral health education and prevention strategies to assist the 
Vanuatu Ministry of Health address the increasing burden of tooth decay and 
gum disease throughout the country. 
 

Working with in-country partner PCV Health (Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu 
Health) and dental products manufacturer, DentaLife Australia P/L we have 
developed the supervised tooth-brushing-in-schools ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άGudfala 
Tut SkulέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ άIŜŀƭǘƘȅ ¢ŜŜǘƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƻŦ 
Bislama.  The program is all about establishing life changing, brushing habits in 
Kindy and Grade 1 children, then using this knowledge and experience as a 
gateway into families and the broader community.  
 

hǳǊ ƳƻǾŜ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǊŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΣ ōǳƛƭŘǎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ±ŀƴǳŀǘǳΩǎ 
first-ever, complete National Oral Health Survey between 2016 and 2018, and 
then assisting in the writing of a National Oral Health Policy for the Vanuatu 
Ministry of Health. 
 

²ƘƛƭŜ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƻǊŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΣ ǿŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ 
and support local business, through the manufacture of our own coconut oil-
based toothpaste in Vanuatu; for use in the Gudfala Tut Skul program. 

COVER PHOTOS: Morinda & Sarafina manufacture another batch of coconut-oil-based Gudfala Tut Paste, Bob introduces the key elements of 
the Gudfala Tut Skul supervised brushing of teeth program, daily supervised brushing of teeth at school and bubblegum flavoured, pink 
Gudfala Tut Paste which the children love  

Recognition and Support 
As the Gudfala Tut Skul program has expanded, recognition and financial support has been received by way of grants, 
from the Geneva-based FDI World Dental Federation (through their World Dental Development Fund) and the 
International College of Dentists (ICD) 
 

In addition, DentaLife Australia P/L was awarded the 2021 Oral Health Partnership Award by the Australian Dental 
Industry Association (ADIA) for their support of the Gudfala Tut Skul program through Medical Sailing Ministries.   

Above:  Chimere at the seawall, Port Vila 2017 

Above:  l-r Bakon, Bob, Richard and Wellin go 
ashore for another clinic, 2017 

Above:  Dr Barry, (second from right) with members of the PCV 
Health team 2017 

Above:  Bob and Dr Graeme with the welcoming committee, Merelava 
Island, with Chimere anchored in the background 
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Financial Foundations 
Since the beginning, donations from individuals, companies and organisations have enabled our work to 
continue, with special grants, like the ones mentioned above, and also from Rotary International, being 
treated as a bonus. 
!ǎ ŀ ά5ŜŘǳŎǘƛōƭŜ DƛŦǘ wŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘέ ό5DwύΣ a{a LƴŎΦ ƛǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŀ ǘŀȄ ŘŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŘƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΤ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 
always happy to receive. 
 

To assist with establishing a more secure, long term funding strategy, we are currently trialling a program 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά¢ƻƻǘƘ .ǳŘŘƛŜǎέΣ ƛƴǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ±ŀƴǳŀǘǳ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŀƴŘ YƛƴŘƛŜǎ ōȅ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ bŜǿ 
Zealand groups, businesses and individuals.  An initiative that not only focuses on improving oral health, but 
also on expanding cross cultural understanding and establishing grass-roots relationships. 
 

Retirement of Dr Barry 
After such a long time, and having made such a significant  
contribution to the work of MSM and oral health in  
±ŀƴǳŀǘǳΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ .ŀǊǊȅ {ǘŜǿŀǊǘ ƛǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ  
retiring.   
 

Through the oral health programs and initiatives  
championed by Barry, plus the close, trusted relationships  
established with so many people in Vanuatu, we know that  
he will be sorely missed.  .ŀǊǊȅΩǎ ƭŜƎŀŎȅ ƛǎ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƻƴΣ  
however, ŀǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ .ŀǊǊȅΩǎ ǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ  
hard work, commitment and passion.   
 

On behalf of Medical Sailing Ministries and the people of  
±ŀƴǳŀǘǳΣ ŀƭƭ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǎŀȅ ƛǎ άThank you Dr Barryέ Χ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ  
the extra time you are now able to share with your  
ever-supportive wife, Evelyn. 
 

As they say in Vanuatu Lukim Yu and Tank Yu Tumas 
 
Rob Latimer, Mike Clarke & Deb Allen 
MSM Inc. Coordinators  

Medical Sailing Ministries Inc. (MSM Inc.) is an Incorporated Association and a registered health promotion charity with tax  
deductible gift recipient status.  Our ABN is 28 775 729 364  
 

Our key partners and affiliates for in-country work are: 
 

¶ PCV Health (An outreach of the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu)  www.pcvhealth.org  

¶ The Integrated Oral Health, Eyecare and ENT Unit in the Vanuatu Ministry of Health 
 

Coordinators:  Mike Clarke & Robert Latimer, c/- 29 Wonga Rd, Ringwood North, 3134   
E:      msmvanuatu@gmail.com  
W:    www.msm.org.au   
 

Barry enjoys a rest aboard Chimere between villages, accompanied by 
Ni-Van health colleagues ς Samuel, Morinda, Dick and Bob  

http://www.pcvhealth.org/
mailto:msmvanuatu@gmail.com
http://www.msm.org.au/
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Preliminary Consultation for Vanuatu Oral Health Association - a collective discussions between oral 
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SECTION ONE  
____________________ 

202 1 at a Glance 

DentaLife Australia devoted a large portion of their stand at the ADIA Convention in May 
this year, to the partnership they have with Medical Sailing Ministries Inc. in the 
development and expansion of the Gudfala Tut Skul Program.  Here we see Deb Allen, 
Mike Clarke, Dr Barry and Rob Latimer ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƛǎǘŜƴΧ 


