
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MEMBER UPDATE 
 

 

Volunteer Information Night – Fri 10 Feb 
 

For those with a medical or sailing background, here’s an opportunity to learn more about the 

work of the Vanuatu Prevention of Blindness Project, the Vanuatu Dental Care Service and the  
MSM Vanuatu Mission 2017, PLUS how you might volunteer your valuable skills.  
 

Join us 10 Feb at 7:15pm for a 7:30pm start at North Ringwood 
Uniting Church, 14 Dickson Crescent, North Ringwood.   RSVP 
to msmvanuatu@gmail.com or latimerfamily4@gmail.com  
 

Click here to download the invitation:  
http://msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2008/12/2017-02-10-
Volunteer-Information-Night-Invitation.pdf 
 

The overall mission has been divided up into 8 stages, with four 
of these encompassing Medical Missions to different parts of 
the country; in June, July, August and September. 
 

On the sailing side of things, each stage will require five crew 
members – Captain, 1st Mate + three sailors (including cook)  
 

On the medical side of things, each team of nine will comprise: 
Coordinator, Dentists x 2, Dental Assistants x 2, Doctor, Nurse, 
Optometrist and Optom. Assistant 
 

Volunteer MEDICAL teams work alongside local [Ni-Van] health 
workers to provide mentoring & training plus much needed treatment in areas of EYECARE, ORAL HEALTH & general 
MEDICAL.  Volunteer SAILING crews provide transport and logistical support using the 30 ton, 53 foot steel mission- 
vessel Chimere. 
 

Many volunteers participate as an expression, or practical outworking, of their Christian faith.  For others it’s simply 
a desire to do some good in the world.   
 

Medical Sailing Ministries is an outreach partnership program of North Ringwood Uniting Church, in conjunction with 
the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu & the Govt Health Dept. of Vanuatu.  No religious affiliations or requirements 
are placed on volunteers, or for that matter those we serve, only attitudes of respect, compassion and generosity to 
fellow team members and the people of Vanuatu. 
 
 

MSM Mission Plan 2017 
 

To learn more about the overall mission plan 

For 2017,  download the latest version of the 
Mission Plan here: 
 
http://msm.org.au/wp-
content/uploads/2008/12/2017-01-16-MSM-
Mission-Plan.pdf   

 

January 2017 

Medical team heads out, Futuna Island    
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Got any old hats or caps – or snorkelling gear ? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Got any old carpenters tools or  
garden implements ?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

As these photos show, caps are a very sought after item 

in Vanuatu, as are goggles and flippers.  The caps help to 
reduce sun-glare on the eyes, and the flippers and 
goggles, well, they are a lot of fun and help with fishing 
and any water related activity.   
 

If you have any spare, or know anyone who has, we’d 
love to receive them so we can give them out to selected 
individuals in need as we travel around the islands on 
this year’s mission. 
 

To arrange drop-off please contact Robert at:  
msmvanuatu@gmail.com or latimerfamily4@gmail.com  
 

 

Back in August 2015 we sent a large quantity of donated hand tools and 

garden implements in the shipping container from North Ringwood Uniting 
Church.  This was following the devastation of Tropical Cyclone Pam and 
was part of our effort in helping the village of Paunangisu build the BEST 
Public Toilet in the South Pacific (www.bestpublictoilet.org) 
 

Tools and implements came from far and wide and were distributed fairly 
on arrival in the village. 
 

Well … we have just become aware of another container being packed for 
Vanuatu, leaving towards the end of February; ie in about 3-4 week’s time.   
The Ringwood Men’s Shed, including members (r-l) Barry Monchur, Ron 
Johnston, Michael Pearce and Jim Hurley have already donated a selection 
of tools, but if anyone has stuff they’d also like to donate,  
then we’d love to hear from you.    
By having Chimere in Vanuatu this year it means we will be able  
load many of the tools aboard when we arrive in Port Vila and 
distribute them far and wide amongst the more remote islands  
and village communities.  Whilst they might be old tools to us,  
just cluttering up the shed, it’s hard to express just how valuable  
they are to those in remote and isolated village communities.  
Drop tools off to North Ringwood Uniting Church or the offices of  
Partner Financial Group at 13 Diana Dve, Blackburn North.   
Contact Robert at:  msmvanuatu@gmail.com or  
latimerfamily4@gmail.com  for more information.  
 

 

Caps are a useful gift to locals who help us along the way    

Masks, flippers 
& snorkels are 
most sought 

after    

Below: Distributing tools fairly in the village, 2015 
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Bass Strait test Sail 
A total of six brave souls joined us for the first leg of 

the Bass Strait “Test Sail” between 28 Dec 2016 and  
6 January 2017.  Our journey took us from  
Westernport in Victoria across to Devonport in 
Tasmania, then east along the coast before heading  
north through the Furneaux Group, stopping at Cape  
Barren Island, Preservation Island, Roydon Island and  
then Deal Island in the Kent Group.  A two-day  
stop-over in Port Welshpool was then followed by a  
quick dash back home after an overnight stop at Great 
Glennie Island of Tidal River, Wilsons Prom. 
In keeping with the original goals of the mission, the  
time aboard gave us an excellent opportunity to better  
prepare Chimere for the year ahead, fixing some things  
on the spot (yes, that included the manual toilet and  
dinghy at right) while making lists of other important  
jobs to complete upon our return. 
     
 
               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      

More Bass Strait Sailing,  2 - 11 March 
In order to familiarise new volunteer crew with the workings of 

Chimere, we are planning another excursion to eastern Bass Strait 
between 2-11 March. 
 

We have a total of 8 bunks available, with three already taken – Rob 
Latimer, Ian (Johnno) Johnson and Matt Bryant.   
 

Sing out if you’d like to come along. 
 

Volunteers not able to join us for this journey might instead like to join 
us for the Melbourne to Sydney leg of the delivery voyage, setting off 
on Saturday 13 May. 
 

Maintenance Aboard 
After returning from the “volunteer familiarisation” 

Bass Strait sail on the 11 March, we will lift Chimere 
out of the water in order to conduct some 
maintenance, repairs and modifications; both inside 
and out, throughout March and April.  The list of 
jobs is very long, but fortunately it’s nothing like the 
work done in preparation for the 2013 mission ! 
We are really grateful for the offers of assistance 
and will keep you informed of “Working Bee Days”  

 

l-r Gwen & Rob Laird, David and Bradley 
Laird, Mike Clarke & Rob Latimer    

Above: Dave Laird – Mr Fixit    
Below: Sailing volunteers, 

Phil Wicks & Grant Dawson Always nice to get back to Deal Island in the Kent Group    



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Does my stern look big from 
this angle…? 
 

My Partner Financial Group business partner Sitparan 
(www.partnerfinancialgroup.com.au) did some filming 
with his drone-camera on Saturday 7 Jan, while we were 
at Port Welshpool.   He edited some of the highlights 
which can be viewed here. 
https://youtu.be/32s2DB_W-D8  
It was certainly a beautiful day for it and Sitparan did a 

     great job of both flying the drone and filming.   

 

Supporters Tour, 
6-16 Oct 2017 
Download the flyer at: 

 
http://msm.org.au/wp-
content/uploads/2016/12/2017-
Vanuatu-Supporters-Tour-Flyer-6-
16-Oct.pdf  
 
Save the date … 

Information Night  
Fri 17 March 
 
 
 

As the name suggests, this tour is 
an opportunity for those with an 
interest in the work being done in 
Vanuatu to come and experience 
it firsthand. 
 

It’s part holiday, part mission – 
but mostly holiday – with optional 
volcano, diving and remote island 
bungalow-living tours for the 
more adventurous.  
 

Bookings are now being taken 
and we are planning an 
Information night for Friday 17 
March, 7:15pm for a 7:30pm start, 
North Ringwood Uniting Church, 
14 Dickson Cres.   
 
For more information contact: 
Judy O’Flynn or Robert Latimer at msmvanuatu@gmail.com    

https://youtu.be/32s2DB_W-D8  
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Donations 
 

The withdrawal of $350,000 in annual Australian Government 

funding from the Australian-Vanuatu health program (with which 
we partner), has brought great uncertainty over the past 9 months.   
 

PCV Health is a long-standing, indigenous-run health service, 
providing critical eyecare and dental services to the people of 
Vanuatu.  The future of this program now hangs in the balance; 
only kept alive through the commitment of the Uniting Church’s 
payment of $80,000 this year to meet the cost of salaries and basic 
clinic operating costs. 
 

Despite this, Medical Sailing Ministries have embarked on  
MSM Vanuatu Mission 2017 because we are committed to 
coordinating a National Oral Health Survey; something that has 
never been done before in Vanuatu.  Once completed the hope is 
that this survey will inform the Vanuatu Department of Health as they formulating their National Oral Health 
Strategy for the next 5-10 years and beyond.   
 

Whilst most boat-related costs are met by owners Barry Crouch and Robert Latimer, the running costs of the mission 
are budgeted to be raised through volunteer-contributions, fundraising and donations.  Costs are many and varied 
and include:  food, fuel, medical and dental supplies, communications and safety equipment, printing, survey 
promotional literature, insurance, plus Customs and Government charges. 
 

If you feel able to make a [NON deductible) donation to the work of MSM, we would greatly appreciate your 
support: 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TANK YU TUMAS   
Again, we thank you for your ongoing interest, encouragement and support. 
 

For those thinking about volunteering – as a sailor, or a medical team member, we’d really love to hear from you. 
 

Plus those who might be interested in coming on the Supporters Tour in October.  We’ll have Chimere in Port Vila at 
the time so it would be great to take you out for a day-sail on the harbour ! 
 

Thank you so much to everyone who has provided support, including financial donations.  To anyone who feels able 
to assist in that way, I have included the donation instructions above. 
  

Blessings for a great year and we look forward to staying in touch 
 

Smooth seas, fair breeze and countdown to cast-off  
 

 
 

http://theconversation.com/savage-
budget-cuts-pull-australia-down-in-
foreign-aid-rankings-58854 
 

https://www.lowyinstitute.org/issues/aust
ralian-foreign-aid 
 

Bank Transfer:   
CBA North Ringwood – NRUC Medical Sailing Ministries A/c 
BSB:  063885   A/c No.:  10291497 
  

By Cheque:                   
Pay to – “NRUC Medical Sailing Ministries A/c” 
Post to -  MSM, 29 Wonga Rd, Ringwood North,  3134 

 

Robert Latimer, Barry Crouch & Mike Clarke 
MSM Co-ordinators, www.msm.org.au   
29 Wonga Rd, Ringwood North, VIC, 3134        
E:  latimerfamily4@gmail.com   &    msmvanuatu@gmail.com  
 
www.msm.org.au 
www.whataidwhere.org 
www.bestpublictoilet.org 
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