
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Mission 3 team, 2013 (Banks & Torres Islands) 

MEMBER UPDATE 
 

 

MSM Mission 2016 
 

Greetings and welcome!! 
 

With all the talk about building toilets, dental care 
programs, low smoke stoves and saw mills, you could be 
forgiven for thinking that the “SAILING” aspect of Medical 
Sailing Ministries (MSM) was in dry dock, or beached-as...  
bro. 
 

But rest assured, whilst Chimere is not getting the use we 
would like, she is still happily bobbing up and down in her 
Westernport marina berth – anxiously awaiting the next 
voyage back to Vanuatu; at a date and time to be 
confirmed. 
 

The fact is, over the past 9 years Medical Sailing Ministries 
(MSM) has expanded its activities into a range of areas, as 
needs and opportunities have arisen.  The result being that Chimere’s presence on the ground (sorry, water) in 
Vanuatu has not always been necessary.   As you may know, MSM now offers assistance with:  
 

 Dental care services and oral health education, centred around training and empowering indigenous (Ni-
Van) health workers http://msm.org.au/2015-mission/vanuatu-dental-care-services/ 

 Recruitment of health professional volunteers to assist with medical mission outreach and training 
 Local village development including the building of public toilets and rainwater storage to assist with health 

and hygiene, along with responsible-tourist activities http://msm.org.au/latest-mission/paonangisu/ 
 Networking with a variety of disparate aid groups to achieve more effective results on the ground in Vanuatu 

the website www.whataidwhere.org  
 Low-smoke stove design and construction to reduce deaths and poor health resulting from smoke inhalation 

caused largely from cooking fires 
 Supply of reconditioned computers to assist with IT training 
 Student education sponsorship 
 Promotion of “Responsible Tourism” to support local health, infrastructure and educational programs, plus 

create employment and community income 
 

We sincerely thank you for your continued interest and assistance. 
 

Flushed with success  
 
 
 
 
 
The website is very close to completion and so a link will be sent 
to you shortly. 
 

March 2016 

Sunday March 13 will mark one year since Category 5 Cyclone 

Pam hit Vanuatu with such devastating force.  It will also mark 
the Grand Opening of the public toilet in the village of 
Paunangisu – now with its own website and billed as the BEST 
PUBLIC TOILET in the South Pacific.   
 

A bold claim to be sure, but for those who’ve been around, 
you’ll appreciate there’s not a lot of competion out there – 
which is exactly the thinking behind this 5-Stall beauty ! 
 

Making it … 

 
 

http://msm.org.au/2015-mission/vanuatu-dental-care-services/
http://msm.org.au/latest-mission/paonangisu/
http://www.whataidwhere.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Paunangisu Village 

Port Vila 

The website is nearly complete and so a link will be sent to 
you shortly  
 
But as the Home Page says … 
 
… this toilet has a vision.  And with the help of our 
Australian and New Zealand friends that vision is now 
becoming real.  Our nambawan (number one) vision is for 
you to visit us when you next come to our wonderful, 
friendly country – Vanuatu.  

 
At Paunangisu Village – Efate, Vanuatu (Just one hour’s 
drive north of Port Vila) we extend the hand – and toilet 
seat – of friendship to you so you can truly relax and enjoy your holiday.. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yumi TokTok Tugeta 
It is hoped that the new public toilet in the village of 

Paunangisu will assist with regional development 
throughout North Efate.  A place where travellers and 
tourists alike can stop at their “convenience”. 
 

To this end, the Paunangisu Village Partnership has 
organised a full day seminar on Wednesday March 9th – 
bringing together local leaders, church respresentatives 
from the many denominations in the region, plus 
Government officials in the tourism and business fields. 
 

The key objectives are : 
 
  

Here are a few of the things that make this  
toilet the best: 
 
 

1. Located halfway round the island of Efate, just 1 hour north of the capital  
Port Vila – exactly where it needs to be ! (Refer to map) 
 

2. Modern, cleaned daily, fully equipped and ready when you are – just like  
the one you have at home 
 

3. A choice of 5 – two MEN, two WOMEN and one for the DISABLED 
 

4. Income earned from the toilet pays for maintenance and materials, plus other  
village development things, like water storage, education, job training and tourism. 
 

5. Easy access and parking, just 2 minutes off the main round-island road (follow the 
signs) 

 

 Sharing of diverse ideas and visions for the future of  
the region amongst community leaders, organisations  
and others. 
 

 Establish a co-ordinated, community approach  
to future development. 
 

 Network with outside organisations to assist with training, resources, experience & promotion.  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Donated Melbourne kindy supplies bound for the village of Paunangisu 

 

 Learn planning, management and marketing skills to increase chances of future success. 
 

 Build friendships, relationships and to encourage one another  
 

 

Kindy Donations 
As the kindy in the village of Paunangisu re-builds after Cyclone Pam, it’s been wonderful to experience the 
generosity of several Melbourne early learning centres, including Tintern, Strathcona, Trinity, 3 Apples, Glen Iris 
Learning Sanctuary and Argyle Road.  
 

All goods have now been packed into the Prosthetics Lab shipping container being sent by the Rotary club of Ballarat 
West, coordinated by dentist and long-time Pacific Island supporter Dr David Goldsmith. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Dental Care Expands 
As the Vanuatu Dental Care Service enters its third year of operation, 

the early stage of “establishment” is now  well and truly  
in the past.   
 

It’s now a case of managing growth and expectations, within a limited 
budget.  (Actually, that should read “diminishing” budget on account 
of Australian Government overseas aid cut backs).  Plus, a re-focus on the EDUCATION and 
PREVENTION aspects of the program  
 

Volunteer dental professionals and students from as far afield as Switzerland, Scotland, 
England, Singapore, Hong Kong and New Zealand – oh, and from all over Australia – 
continue to make contact, demonstrating the old notion that “if you can build it they will 
come”, along with the fact that there is still a wonderful amount of compassion and 
generosity out there to be harnessed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

One particular need at the moment, however, is funding – around $2-$3,000 – to purchase  
surgical metal plates to reconstruct the jaws of several patients who are suffering a condition  
called ameloblastoma. 
 

It’s described in the text book as benign, locally aggressive tumours that arise from the mandible, or less 
commonly from the maxilla.  Whilst it’s a dreadful, unsightly condition, for many cases, the great news is that 
surgical reconstruction is indeed possible – thereby transforming a person’s life.   
 

As it happens, through a combination of coincidental referrals and contacts, in the last few weeks we have come 
across a wonderful Queensland Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeon willing to pay her own way to Port Vila in order to 
conduct the surgery (in Port Vila) – for free !  All equipment and operating consumables will also be provided free 
of charge, but the only request was whether it might be possible for donations to purchase the expensive metal 
plates (that she will obtain) used in the operations. 
 

As a further coincidence, back in 2010, when MSM transported a medical team to the southern island of Futuna, 
we encountered a young lad who wore a scarf around his face to hide his disfigurement.  In communicating with 
the Queensland surgeon it transpired that she was well aware of the case, but in the past 7 years, the promised 
assessments and CT scans to be organised in Vanuatu simply never eventuated.   

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Milling trees felled by Cyclone Pam 
to re-build schools, clinics and 
churches – a great example of 
collaboration & co-operation, plus 
the utilisation of a resource that was 
just going to rot away on the ground. 

 

Maybe one day this man – whose name turned out to be Jijivi – plus several others with similar stories, will get a 
chance at treatment. 
 

If you are able to make a donation, we would love to hear from you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

SAW MILL NZ TV  
Over the past few years we have worked closely with the New 
Zealand development group Fruit of The Pacific, specifically in 
relation to Oral Health education .  More recently, however, 
it has been in the area of timber milling – a natural 
progression some might say? 

It’s a great story of collaboration and co-operation, with Ken Short off MV Trinity 
Castle providing the Lucas Mill (and transport), Fruit of The Pacific providing a 
management plan, training and logistics and Medical Sailing Ministries providing 
advice, coordination and money. 
 

In the wake of the devastating Fiji Category 5 Cyclone, the following TV article 
featured the saw mill in operation on the island of Tanna, amidst a broader item 
on the building of shelters from old car tyres -  it’s well worth a look ... 
http://www.newshub.co.nz/tvshows/story/building-earthships-to-withstand-
vicious-storms-2016022320#axzz411iSpvCY 

 
 

TANK YU TUMAS   
Thank you again to everyone for their ongoing support and encouragement.   

We look forward to another big year in 2016 and in particular the exciting Grand Opening of 
the BEST PUBLIC TOILET in the South Pacific !! 
 
Look out for the web-link, coming soon 
  
Robert Latimer, Barry Crouch & Mike Clarke 
MSM Co-ordinators, www.msm.org.au   
29 Wonga Rd, Ringwood North, VIC, 3134       E:  latimerfamily4@gmail.com 

 

         AND  bestpublictoilet@gmail.com  

If you feel able to make a [NON deductible) donation at this time, then we can guarantee it’ll be put to good use.  Just 
make contact with us directly for details, or deposit into:  
 

The NRUC PVP A/c, BSB 063 885  
CBA North Ringwood Account # 1037 1315 

 
 

 

Prosthetic lab container being packed to the ceiling in Geelong by Don and Meg MacRaild, along with Rob Latimer,  
Mike Clarke and Barry Stewart (not in photo) 
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