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MEMBER UPDATE 
 

 

IT’S ARRIVED!! 
 

 
After more than two years of planning, fund raising,  

enthusiasm, passion, prayer and good ol’ fashioned plain hard  
work, the North Ringwood Uniting Church – Paunangisu Village 
Partnership (PVP) shipping container has finally made it !! 
 

To quote Elder Kalmaire:  “Hi  Rob, everyone seems  to  have  a  big smile  
on  their face  as  they  pass tru  reading the words  around  the container” 
 

But of course, the photos pretty much say it all, with Graeme & Sue Duke 
shown at right (with Elder Kalmaire and Elder Roger) 
during their brief visit while attending a medical  
conference in Port Vila.   Other photos show the delivery 
truck, (above) the “welcoming committee” in front 
of the container and a visible sign of the 
devastation wracked by Cyclone Pam in 
March this year in the form of a massive  
uprooted mango tree.   The photos below and  
at right, were taken in August on “pick-up” 
from North Ringwood! 
 
 

 
 

October 2015 



 
 
 
 

Medical Sailing Ministries - taking medical services to where they are needed most… 

 

2 

 

COUNTDOWN  
with the container – full of building materials – now 

in the village and local deliveries of cement, sand, gravel, 
concrete blocks and gutters, plus a 6,000 litre and a 
1,100 litre water tank,  starting to arrive, it’s countdown 
to the actual commencement of “the build” !! 
 

After a Container Opening Ceremony on 19 October  
and a process of un-packing that will probably take many 
hours, serious building is likely to begin on Tuesday  
20 October – soon after the sun gets up !   
 

Whilst most work will be done (and paid for) by local village builders, handy-men and volunteers  
outside input will be provided from Rob Latimer and Mike Clarke, who will be staying in the  
village from 19/10 – 28/10 and long-time New Zealand uni-mate, (of Robert) and past MSM  
volunteer John Land (photo at right) – or as he was affectionately known at sea, Land Ahoy!,  
who will be living in the village from 19/10 to 25/11.   As they say in the classics – the rubber  
is about to hit the road !! 
 

And where is this village of which we speak – and which none but a local seem to be able to pronounce correctly – 
about an hour’s drive out of Port Vila, on the north coast of Efate island.  As the marketing literature will soon 
pronounce “... it’s the place to go ... if you need to go !”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PORT VILA 

PAUNANGISU 
VILLAGE 

Location of 
soon-to-be-
built public 

toilet 
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SIXTIES NIGHT !!  
Sat 3 October, 7:00PM 
 

It might be just two sleeps away – as I type – 

but if you happen to be around this Saturday, 
then this will be a good fun (football-free) 
night – guaranteed!! 
 

It’s a fund-raiser to enable us to install solar 
power for the lighting and a  pump for the 
water – attached to the toilet facility. 
 

As chief organiser, Matt Latimer describes 
it ... 
  

“The format will include a cafe-style layout 
and real live radio announcer - with real 
live band playing top hits from the Seekers 
and Rolling Stones through to the Beatles 
and the Mamas & the Papas. 
 

1960s TV adverts, video clips and news 
from the time will help re-create the 
period - for all those who missed it on 
account of being too young, not born, or 
too busy paying off the mortgage and 
raising a family.....   
 

Come dressed in the era, or just   
as you are. 
 

A great fun night guaranteed - and funds raised will be 
paying for solar power on the soon-to-be-built public toilet in the village of 
Paunangisu - Vanuatu  
 

See you there,  Matt Latimer 
 

VANUATU DROUGHT 
At the same time as the exciting news of the container’s arrival in the village was received, the following text was 

sent by log-time MSM volunteer and supporter Dr Graeme Duke, in Port Vila for a medical conference at which he 
was a speaker: 
 
 

“Rob, I been in contact w Elder Kalmaire.  It's sad here - Tanna kids dying of malnutrition & starvation. Stories of kids dying on 
way home from school due to starvation! Water is desperately short. No rain for 2mths on Tanna. I suspect cholera is about? 
Some parents are offering there kids up for adoption (to Nivans anywhere) in desperation just to keep them alive! So sad.  G  “ 
 

Shortly after receiving Graeme’s note I texted Elder Kalmaire who I knew had just come back from Tanna and whose 
excited call concerning the container I’d just received.  The following response was received: 
 
 

“yes  i have  been in Tanna for  9 days what  you mention  was  true  low food  and little and not  safe  water for  this  guys while  
i   was  there  3 children  died  1 was  ,3 month old 2 were 7 month  , we  were  thre  with  the  reps  from  the  world  Health Org 
.the World  Vision , Save the  Children ,  UNICEF  and  the  ministry  of  health ,  we  did  the  assesments  and  distribution  of  
food  and  medical supplies for  the  affected  areas  and  it  as  been  a  great  job  that   they  have  been  taken  care,  the  
course  is  that the  cyclone PAM  hits them  and  after  few  months  the Elnino came  up ,all  throughout  the  country   is  very  
dry.   thanks for  your  prayers, God bless, Regards,  Elder Kalmaire” 
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To experience a drought just 6 months after a cyclone is certainly a double-blow for Vanuatu and confirms the ABC’s 
report from last week:  
 

Vanuatu drought: Toddler's death believed to be country's first fatality linked to worsening crisis 
By Pacific affairs reporter Liam Fox, Updated 23 Sep 2015, 11:27am  
 

Authorities say the death of a two-year-old girl in Vanuatu may be the first fatality in the country linked to the region's worsening drought. The drought is adding 
to the devastation caused by Cyclone Pam six months ago, with people in some parts forced to forage for food in the bush. Dr Jacob Kool from the World Health 
Organisation's office in Vanuatu said the girl from Tanna Island died from severe diarrhoea, which may have been caused by contaminated water or  
inedible food. 
 

"There is a severe food shortage on the island," he said.  "People have been eating unusual food crops which they don't normally eat.  "Some people say 
diarrhoea is caused by that.   "There's also drought at the moment and as a result people are drinking unsafe water as well so it could just as well have been the 
drinking of unsafe water that caused an intestinal infection."  
 

Dr Kool said he was aware of three more children suffering severe diarrhoea. "We also have a surveillance system that reports all kinds of cases of diseases and 
there has been an increase in the cases of diarrhoea for the last two weeks," he said.  
Tanna Island was one of the hardest hit by Cyclone Pam earlier in the year.  Houses were destroyed, food gardens were ripped up and high tides inundated 
sources of fresh water. An El Nino-driven drought is compounding the devastation caused by the category five storm.  
 

Charlie Damon from CARE International said her organisation has been distributing seeds and tools to communities on Tanna Island to get crops growing again.   
But Ms Damon said the dry weather since Cyclone Pam has hampered recovery efforts and some people have been forced to look for food in the bush.   "People 
are foraging in the forest for what's traditionally called bush rope which is just a root in the ground," she said.  "Children are chewing on it and they are taking it 
as basically their lunch to go to school."  
Vanuatu's government announced it will conduct another distribution of rice and tinned fish to affected communities, the fourth since the cyclone.  
 

But Dr Kool said the move was "only an emergency band aid" and more was needed to avert another such disaster.  
"I think all the aid agencies have to go back in there and double the effort. What's been done so far is not enough," he said.  
Vanuatu is not the only South Pacific country dealing with a severe drought. 
 

VILLAGE VEGETABLES  
Regular recipients of this newsletter will recall the vegetable seeds we sent over to the village of Paunangisu along 

with fishing tackle and rope, soon after Cyclone Pam.   
 

Harvesting has now begun and although the drought has affected yields, as the photos below show, it’s a positive, 
health-giving sign of life and encouragement at this most difficult time  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TANK YU TUMAS  $$$ 
Thank you to everyone who has provided support, enabling what has essentially been a dream to now become a 

reality.  The excitement and value to the village, and we hope the surrounding area of North Efate, is hard to explain. 
If you get a chance to visit, you must grab it.  Remember, just an hour north of Port Vila – with the best public toilet 
in ALL South Pacific – well at least wait until December ! 
 

If you feel able to make a [NON deductible) donation at this time, then we can guarantee it’ll be put to good use.  
Just make contact with us directly for details, or deposit into:  
 
 

The NRUC PVP A/c, BSB 063 885 – CBA North Ringwood  Account # 1037 1315 
 
 

Robert Latimer, Barry Crouch & Mike Clarke,  
MSM Co-ordinators, www.msm.org.au  29 Wonga Rd, Ringwood North, VIC, 3134       E:  latimerfamily4@gmail.com 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/liam-fox/166886
http://www.msm.org.au/
mailto:latimerfamily4@gmail.com

