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MEMBER UPDATE 
 

Vanuatu Disaster Fundraiser 
 

Mini-Fete, Saturday 18th April  (9:00am – 4:00pm)  
 
North Ringwood Uniting 
Church, Dicksons Cres, 
(Behind the North 
Ringwood Shops) 
 
Join us for a fun day of good 
ol' fashioned fete-based 
activities this coming 
Saturday at the North 
Ringwood Uniting Church, 
Dickson Cres - behind the 
North Ringwood shops, 
9:00am - 4:00pm.    
 
Be early to secure your 
priceless bargains at the 
ever-popular White 
Elephant Stall !! 
 
All funds raised will be used 
to support the village of 
Paonangisu (Pow-nan-isu) 
as they set about the task 
of rebuilding in the wake of 
Cyclone Pam. 
  
See you there 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

April 2015 
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Cash Assistance 
 
In recognition of their care  
for others, yet ever-present need to 
begin rebuilding their own homes, 
Medical Sailing Ministries gave a 
cash donation of $500 to local 
healthcare workers Bob, Morinda 
and Richard. 
 
The response from Morinda is  
reproduced here: 
  

 

 
 

 

Thank You – Gifts 
& Cash 

The response in donated goods – for the container 
– as well as cash, has just been amazing !! 

Two very large trailer loads of stuff – including 
donated towels, linen, household goods such as 
pots, pans, cutlery etc, clothing, footwear, books, 
toys, fishing gear, and as you can see, a guitar – 
was squeezed into the first of two containers 
being sent by the Uniting Church (Victoria)   

This first container is now on the water and is 
expected to arrive in Port Vila on 24 April, with 
goods now being collected for the second 
container which will be loaded towards the end of the month.   

A big thank you to everyone who has been so generous !! 

If you have any suitable stuff to donate, feel free to drop it off at 
Partner Financial Group, 13 Diana Dve, Blackburn North during 
working hours.  (Best to phone first on 03 9814 9333)    
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The suggested list of items is as follows: 

 summer clothing, baby and children’s clothes hats, thongs, sandals 
 soap and cleaning products 
 school exercise books, pens, pencils 
 children's picture books, school readers 
 fishing gear, hooks, lines 
 bedding gear, sheets, pillows, towels  
 tarps and plastic sheeting 
 collapsible 20 litre water containers  
 torches (ideally wind-up or solar) 
 batteries (D and AA mostly) 
 ropes, hand tools , crockery, cooking utensils, and cutlery,  

 

Donations in cash have also been overwhelming, with around $15,000 being collected at last count, of 
which approximately $3,500 has already been spent on a mix of vegetable seeds, fishing gear and rope, for 
distribution to families in the village of Paunangisu (North Efate).  

If you feel able to make a contribution, you may wish to consider one of the following two options:  

Option 1 The NRUC PVP account, where funds are not tax deductible, 
but will be held separately and labelled "Cyclone Pam" and 
spent according to the assessed needs of the village, in 
consultation with the PVP committee here at North 
Ringwood.  (Paonangisu Village) 
http://msm.org.au/latest-mission/paonangisu/  

   
The NRUC PVP A/c number is: 

  BSB 063 885 – CBA North Ringwood 
  Account # 1037 1315 
 

Please indicate "Cyclone Pam", when making a direct  
credit, or make cheque out to:  
“NRUC – PVP a/c (Cyclone Pam)” 
 

Option 2  The Uniting World Cyclone Pam Appeal, where  
  donations are tax deductible and relief is co- 
  ordinated largely through the Vanuatu partner  
  church, Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu (PCV)    
  http://www.unitingworld.org.au/cyclone-pam/ 
 

 
  

http://msm.org.au/latest-mission/paonangisu/
http://www.unitingworld.org.au/cyclone-pam/
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Vegie Seeds, Fishing Gear & Rope 

The thinking behind these three forms of aid has been to: 

1. Complement the immediate food aid being provided by large 
international donors, and to 
 

2. Encourage self-reliance with fast growing crops to tide them over till 
their own gardens are again productive. 

The vegie seeds, fishing gear, and rope (all 2.4km of it) are now aboard MV 
Trinity Castle as it awaits a weather window to depart Southport for Port Vila.   

In his time at Southport, Ken Short (owner and skipper) was introduced to the  
Southport Uniting Church and it’s probably fair to say that he and his mission 
have been embraced by the church who recently raised around $2,000 for the 
purchase of hand tools (hammers, saws and nails).  In addition there are many  
boxes of donated goods, plus a couple of tons of rice, flour and other “stuff”.   

To quote Ken, as the prospect of also taking aboard several boxes of bibles - 
to replace those ruined in the cyclone - arose … "I'm happy to do God's work, 
but you won't get me into his house..."    Fair enough, but as they say in the 
classics, “the Lord moves in mysterious ways”  

On the topic of vegetable seeds, a massive 
thank you is due to the company HM Clause 
(Henderson Seeds) in Templestowe (and their 
staff) who not only provided us with $6,000 
worth of seed for just $2,000, but also rallied most of their staff to assist 
with individually sorting and packing of 1000 sealed parcels to assist us in 
preparing “Family Packs” of seeds comprising a mix of up to 15 different 
varieties.  

As the photos and email (below) show, it was a real team effort !! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

31/3/15 Ok for 2 pm. Actually we had a busy day here: the accountant 
Abdullah, his assistants Nikki and Lin, Carol and Richard from logistics, 
Michael from packing and myself all participated in sticking labels, 
filling-in packets and sealing (see some of us on picture attached). 
Carol will give you the weight and number of cartons. 1000 packets by 
hand is a lot of work… 

Best Regards 

Jack DOUBLIER, General Manager  HM.CLAUSE PACIFIC 

 



 
 
 
 

Medical Sailing Ministries - taking medical services to where they are needed most… 

 

5 

Freshwater & Toilet Project 

We hope to receive photos of the damage in the 
village of Paonangisu shortly.  However, in the 
meantime, this is the “Before” shot of the current 
toilet facilities, which the village would like to 
replace. 

Following Cyclone Pam, the need to replace the 
toilet is even more urgent because early reports 
suggest that the facility was blown down (away). 

Given that local supplies of roofing iron and pretty 
much everything else, have now run out, our 
revised plan is to purchase a shipping container 
and send it across with pretty much everything 
required to complete the construction – including pre-fab steel frames.  All built to cyclone strength !!   
From what we hear there is currently a customs duty exemption on building materials going into Vanuatu - 
which is a big plus !   

DVDs & Laptop 

To assist in providing the village of Paunangisu with a bit of fun and entertainment, we have also sent 
across a new stock of DVDs for showing in the church building.  In addition, Ben Norton from North 
Ringwood Uniting Church has donated his former laptop for use by Silas as he continues with his university 
studies in Port Vila.  Thanks Ben!!   

Tank Yu Tumas 

In closing, don’t forget the Mini-Fete this Saturday – 18th April.  If you are not able to attend, maybe flick 
this message onto friends, or put it up on Facebook. 
 
Thank you again to everyone who has provided support – through their encouragement, donated goods, or 
cash.   
 
We will continue to report back on the progress of the village, and please, if ever you are going to Vanuatu, 
we would be happy to offer you an introduction to visit the clinic in Port Vila, or the village of Paunangisu 
at the north of the island.  
 
Robert Latimer, Barry Crouch & Mike Clarke  
MSM Co-ordinators,  
www.msm.org.au   
29 Wonga Rd, Ringwood North, VIC, 3134    
E:  latimerfamily4@gmail.com 

http://www.msm.org.au/
mailto:latimerfamily4@gmail.com

