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MEMBER UPDATE 
 

Cyclone Pam Edition 
 
It’s amazing to think that just 7 days ago 
Cyclone Pam was wreaking havoc across 
Vanuatu, having already left a destructive 
trail throughout Tuvalu, Kiribati and the 
Solomons. 
 
Mike Clarke and I just happened to be in Port 
Vila at the time – for planning meetings and 
a dental conference – but fortunately 
Chimere was safely back in her berth at 
Westernport. 
 
We made it safely through at the (very 
strongly built) Melanesian hotel, but as you 
would have seen on the news, the 
destruction across much of the country is severe and widespread, with  
news only now starting to trickling in from the outer regions. 
 

Making a Financial Contribution 

For those wishing to make a financial contribution, you may wish to consider one of the following two 
options:  

Option 1 The NRUC PVP account, where funds are not tax deductible, 
but will be held separately and labelled "Cyclone Pam" and 
spent according to the assessed needs of the village, in 
consultation with the PVP committee here at North 
Ringwood.  (Paonangisu Village) 
http://msm.org.au/latest-mission/paonangisu/  

   

The NRUC PVP A/c number is: 
  BSB 063 885 – CBA North Ringwood 
  Account # 1037 1315 
 

Please indicate "Cyclone Pam", when making a direct  
credit, or make cheque out to:  
“NRUC – PVP a/c (Cyclone Pam)” 
 

March 2015 

http://msm.org.au/latest-mission/paonangisu/
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Option 2  The Uniting World Cyclone Pam Appeal, where  
  donations are tax deductible and relief is co- 
  ordinated largely through the Vanuatu partner  
  church, Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu (PCV)    
  http://www.unitingworld.org.au/cyclone-pam/ 
 

 
Donated Goods 
 
The Uniting Church and Rotary (in Vic) are currently organising shipping containers into which donated 
goods can be packed. 
 
If you would like to donate physical goods, or money to assist in 
the cost of the containers purchase and transport, then please 
make contact. The suggested list of items is as follows: 
 

 summer clothing, baby and children’s clothes 
hats, thongs, sandals 

 soap and cleaning products 
 school exercise books, pens, pencils 
 children's picture books, school readers 
 fishing gear, hooks, lines 
 bedding gear, sheets, pillows, towels  
 tarps and plastic sheeting 
 collapsible 20 litre water containers  
 torches (ideally wind-up or solar) 
 batteries (D and AA mostly) 
 ropes, hand tools , crockery, cooking utensils, and cutlery,  

 
Goods can be dropped off at, Partner Financial Group office at 
13 Diana Dve, Blackburn North during working hours.  Any 
questions, call Robert on (03) 9814 9333 
 

Medical Missions 2015 
 
At the time of writing all local and national priorities  
are being reassessed – after all, there’s not much point  
running a medical clinic in a village whose houses are  
destroyed and there is no food to meet the requirements of  
the visitors.  
 
News from the regions where past clinics have been is 
currently limited, although I have heard that Asanvari  
at the southern tip of Maewo got through OK,  
although like all regions in the east of the country,  
damage to infrastructure, housing etc, is considerable. 

  

http://www.unitingworld.org.au/cyclone-pam/
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Trinity Castle 
 
You may recall, back in 2013 we were assisted by Ken Short off the motor 
vessel, Trinity Castle, while on Mission 3.  
 
We shared an anchorage at Luganville, Santo, for a week and at the time 
Ken provided considerable assistance with Chimere’s electrical system, 
and then later in replacing the starter motor in Port Vila.  Truly enough to 
deserve the title of “Honorary MSM Member” 
 
Since then, we’ve remained in touch and in the first week of April, Ken will 
return to Vanuatu and has offered to assist the program with transport  
and logistical support, essentially over the next 5 months – taking 
emergencies supplies, equipment and other resources to some of the 
most remote islands and villages. 
 
Along with volunteer crew from Australia, Ken intends to also recruit a 
couple of local Ni-Van deckhands to assist with the dinghy work and the 
movement of goods to and from the boat  
 

Looking for additional volunteer crew 
 
If you’d like to volunteer as additional crew aboard Trinity Castle, maybe 
for a month in the next 5 months, then we’d love to hear from you. 
 

Co-ordinating Yacht Transport 
 
If you know of any yachty travelling to Vanuatu this year, who might also be interested in assisting with 
transport goods to remote islands and villages, please ask them to make contact.   By co-ordinating the 
efforts of many we hope to reach many of the places easily forgotten and overlooked. 
 

MySailing Website article 
 
Written a couple of days after my return from Port Vila, the 
following article for the sailing magazine Cruising Helmsman 
provides a bit more detail of the ‘cyclone experience’  
 
http://www.mysailing.com.au/news/cyclone-pam-brings-
destruction-to-south-pacific-islands 
  

http://www.mysailing.com.au/news/cyclone-pam-brings-destruction-to-south-pacific-islands
http://www.mysailing.com.au/news/cyclone-pam-brings-destruction-to-south-pacific-islands
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Paonangisu Village – Manua School 
 
Today's Age newspaper, (20 March) features the effects of 
Cyclone Pam on Manua Primary School in the Paonangisu 
village.   
 
Those who attended the MSM Supporters Tour in 2013 may 
be able to pick out some familiar features in the video and 
photos - but not a lot given the storm's destruction.  It's also 
where Barry Stewart conducted dental screening and survey 
work with Morinda last year. 
 
http://www.theage.com.au/world/cyclone-pam-rips-through-
vanuatus-manua-school-20150319-1m35k1.html 
 
A copy of the article has been reproduced at the back of this 
newsletter  
 
To gain a greater understanding of the impact of the cyclone on 
different regions, have a look at the BEFORE and AFTER aerial 
photo comparison I found on the Radio Australia website. After 
clicking on the link below, move your mouse across the photo to reveal the AFTER situation ...  
 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-03-17/cyclone-
pam-before-after/6325222 
 
 

Tank Yu Tumas 

Thank you again to everyone who has provided 
support and encouragement plus expressed their 
concern over the past week. 
 
It is greatly appreciated and we welcome any offers of assistance you might be able to provide. 
 
Robert Latimer, Barry Crouch & Mike Clarke  
MSM Co-ordinators, www.msm.org.au  29 Wonga Rd, Ringwood North, VIC, 3134   E:  latimerfamily4@gmail.com 

 
 
 
  

http://www.theage.com.au/world/cyclone-pam-rips-through-vanuatus-manua-school-20150319-1m35k1.html
http://www.theage.com.au/world/cyclone-pam-rips-through-vanuatus-manua-school-20150319-1m35k1.html
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-03-17/cyclone-pam-before-after/6325222
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-03-17/cyclone-pam-before-after/6325222
http://www.msm.org.au/
mailto:latimerfamily4@gmail.com
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Manua School destroyed in Vanuatu  
SHANE COWLISHAW  
Last updated 15:39, March 19 2015 
Lawrence Smith/stuff.co.nz  
 
Manua School in Vanuatu was destroyed by 
Tropical Cyclone Pam.  
 
 
As Cyclone Pam ripped at the roof of Manua 
School, a group of men, women and children 
pulled desperately on electrical cable keeping 
them from harm. 
 
In pitch darkness, the group rigged the ropes to 
the roof's rafters so they could try to hold it down. 
It was a move that probably saved them. 
 
Teacher, Cooper Henry surveying the damage at the Manua School.  
 
"When the gale-force wind came in we tried very hard to keep the roof hanging on the house," teacher Cooper 
Henry said. 
 
It was the last thing we could do to save our families.  
 
"Every time when the cyclone was heaving the roof up we had to [pull on the ropes], I was the captain and would call 
out "pull!" and everyone would hang on to the rope, even the little kids who were still awake. We stopped them 
from sleeping because it's not safe."  
  

Manua Primary 
School 

BEFORE 
 
 

MSM 
Supporters Tour 

Sept 2013 
 



 
 
 
 

Medical Sailing Ministries - taking medical services to where they are needed most… 

 

6 

 

 
Lawrence Smith  
 
Usually home during the day to 314 children, the well-respected school is now a scene of absolute destruction. 
 
The school roof is gone.   School books, papers and toys are scattered in all directions, while the teachers and their 
families have nowhere to go. 
 

 
Lawrence Smith  
 
The team of teachers, who lived across the rugby field with their families, fled to the main school building as the 
raging storm approached. 
Their homes lie in piles of rubble, with some parts stuck up in trees.  
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School principal Melizabeth Uhi said she had no idea when, or if, the school would reopen, because most of the 
pupils' families were homeless. 
 
"It's more than I can explain, it's too much for us," she said. 
 

 
Lawrence Smith  
 
Vanuatu begins the slow recovery process after the devastation of cyclone Pam. 
 
"We woke up in the morning, on Saturday we came out and everything was gone. All our properties and everything 
were blown away. Everybody were walking around the front crying, that's it, you just have to accept." 
 
Evan Shuurman, a member of the Save the Children charity in Port Vila, said there were an estimated 45,000 children 
who would not be going to school for the foreseeable future. 
 
Many schools were either destroyed or are being used as evacuation centres, making them unusable for teaching. 
 

 
 
What's left after the devastation. 
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"It's a really challenging situation because homes have been destroyed, and until families can return home . . . they 
need somewhere to stay and schools are a common and logical place to use as safety centres," he said. 
 
"We want to minimise the length of time kids stay out of school as much as possible. Apart from the fact they're 
missing out on valuable education, [going to] school is such an important place for children who have been through 
trauma, it provides them with routine and a sense of normality." 
 
For Henry, the pain is amplified by the fact he is yet to learn the fate of his parents, grandmother and extended 
family who live on Epi, an outer island in remote Shefa province. 
 

 
Lawrence Smith  
 
Principal of the Manua School, Melizabeth Uhi  
 
With no communications available, he has no idea when he will receive word from them. 
 
Until then, he plans to listen to the Government, and despite everything is thankful for what help they may receive. 
"I would like to say thank you very much for the books you've given to us," he said. 
 
The Government of New Zealand has been donating a lot of educational materials to our school. 
 
"I'm sorry if we're asking you for more books for our kids, very sorry. We are still depending on aid. We hope we'll be 
receiving some help from you." 
 
 
 - Stuff.co.nz  
 
 


