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Vanuatu Mission 2010 - Member Update 
 

Introduction 
With the good ship Chimere safely moored in the sheltered waters of Middle Harbour, Sydney, 
it’s time to reflect on the Vanuatu Mission 2010. 
 
For those who followed the day-to-day Ships Log throughout the months of April, May, June, 
July and August there may not be a lot in this report that’s new.  For those who want to find out 
more, feel free to delve into the daily posts at  http://msm.org.au/category/2010-ships-log/ 
 
This year’s mission again involved us 
assisting the Vanuatu Prevention of 
Blindness Project in the provision of 
medical transport and logistical 
support.  And again there were three 
key stages to the mission: 
 
Stage 1 (May) Around the southern 
islands of Tanna, Aneityium, Futuna, 
Aniwa and Erromango 
 
Stage 2 (June) Along the southern and 
western coasts of Malekula 
 
Stage 3 (July) Out east to Pentecost, 
including stop offs at Mere Lava, 
Gaua, Maewo and Ambae 
 
Whilst there were similarities to last 
years mission, this year involved some 
changes.  Chief amongst these was 
the inclusion of a dentist, Tony Burke, 
in the Stage 1 mission enabling us to 
trial the introduction of a dental service 
and the training of local health workers 
in basic dental care along side the 
eyecare work.  In addition we taught 
mud brick making for the building of low smoke stoves to assist in the reduction of smoke 
related illnesses and premature deaths.   
 

The transportation of surgical equipment to enable in-the-field surgery to take place had 
initially been a part of this years planning, however, a combination of factors meant that this 
unfortunately needed to be deferred to a future time. 
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Rim Diciunas Tony Owens 

 

Thank You To Volunteers 
A message of thanks and appreciation goes out to all the wonderful volunteer sailors who 
donated their time, their experience, their money and above all, their goodwill to make this 
years mission such a success.   
 
Yes, there were a few mechanical and other matters along the way that needed to be attended 
to this year and if not for your dedication & resourcefulness the mission might well have ended 
very differently. 
 
To Bob Brenac, what 
can I say?  We value 
your contribution very 
highly.  You’ve been a 
tremendous support at 
every turn - specifically, 
your willingness and 
ability to skipper the 
voyage to and from 
Vanuatu and throughout 
Mission 1 in May – just 
fantastic and greatly 
appreciated. 
 
Also, a big thanks to the 
family of the volunteers.  
We appreciate you 
“loaning your loved one” 
to us for a month or so 
and hopefully you got 
them back in good 
condition.  
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Video Summaries 
Several short video clips, depicting work in the field, were produced this year, which we hope to 
have linked to the MSM website shortly.  In the meantime I have included summaries and links 
below which we invite you to view. Of course you’ll need to be connected to the Web in order to 
make the connection to YouTube.   http://www.youtube.com/view_play_list?p=CAD13B6604881E6C 

 

MSM Promo – Slide show with music 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g6xRA2C9hOg&p=CAD13B6604881E6C 

 

 
 
Begun as a dream back in 2004, Medical Sailing Ministries (MSM) became a reality in 2009 with the 53 foot steel 
cutter Chimere being used to transport indigenous healthcare workers and medical volunteers from the Vanuatu 
Prevention of Blindness Project around the remote islands of Vanuatu. 
 
This Vanuatu Celebration Promo was compiled to advertise a "welcome home" function to celebrate the 
successful completion of the 2010 mission 

 

The Voyage Over [To Vanuatu] 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wB_8EhWBR_Y&feature=related 
 

 

Over 20 dedicated and experienced sailing volunteers helped drive the MSM mission for 2010, with 5-6 crew being 
maintain aboard at all times throughout the four and a half month mission.  
 
Before the medical transport work could begin, however, Chimere and its cargo of spectacles and medical 
supplies first needed to make the 2 week voyage across the Tasman and Coral Seas to the island of Tanna, 
Vanuatu. As it turned out, a challenging task comprising 10 days of headwinds and pounding seas.  
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Mission 1 – May 2010 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GGt9c0yEzb0&p=CAD13B6604881E6C 
 
 

 

Starting on the island of Tanna, the first medical team was initially transported south to Aneityium, then onto 
Futuna and Aniwa before returning to Port Resolution on the island of Tanna. It was then a brief stop at 
Erromango before reaching Pt Vila after one month at sea. 
 
The resilience of the medical volunteers was sorely tested on the first day with wind and seas on the nose making 
for a horrible time. The next two weeks improved markedly with a highlight being the involvement of dentist Dr 
Tony Burke as both crew and practitioner. 

 

Mission 2 – June 2010 
 
http://msm.org.au/2010-mission/2010-photos/2010-mission-2/ 
 
http://msm.org.au/2010-mission/2010-photos/2010-mission-2a/ 
 

 

Starting from Pt Vila after a 10 day break in which some much needed maintenance was performed Chimere 
headed north under the command of co-owner Andrew Latimer and a new crew. 

Medical transport work was conducted on the southern and western coasts of Malekula before ending up at 
Luganville, Santo, in time for the start of the third and final mission.Unfortunately time has not permitted us to 
produce a video of this mission, however, there are some choice photos for you to view, plus there is the Ships 
Log which gives some wonderfuldescriptions of day to day life aboard.  Just scroll back to the entries for June. 
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Mission 3 – Part 1, July 2010 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f91SKsUZ2HQ&feature=related 
 
 

 

This film clip begins with a farewell to the trusty crew of Medical Mission 2. We then head off in a NE direction 
towards MereLava and Gaua, before then heading south to Maewo and Pentecost 

 

Mission 3 – The Story of Mareepea  
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MklVtz9wHBc&p=CAD13B6604881E6C 
 
 

 

 
The story of Mareepea demonstrated the value of combining a medical team with a yacht ... anchored nearby and 
loaded with tools and available resources. The end result was the construction of a walking frame for a woman, 
diagnosed with Parkinson's Disease, who had been confined to a mattress on the floor for months.  
 
Lifted from a sitting position we see Mareepea walk again as she takes to the walking frame with gusto. 

 



 

 

 

 

Medical Sailing Ministries - taking medical services to where they are needed most… 

 

6

 
Mission 3 –  Part 2, July 2010  
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CguRY-pdyLc&feature=related 
 

 

 

Working mostly along the west coast of Pentecost the second half of Mission 3 involves a diversion to the nearby 
island of Ambae to track down a woman, Katrina, who we'd heard had done dental training overseas but upon 
return could not obtain work in the field or gain support to complete her studies. 
 
It was a case of making the most of idle time and turning a negative into a positive. 

 

Dental Program – Photo Gallery 
 
http://msm.org.au/2010-mission/2010-photos/2010-dental-mission/ 
 

 
 
 
 
In addition to providing transport assistance, MSM’s 2010 program included a dental component with the following 
key objectives: 
 
- Conduct a survey of caries prevalence  
- Introduce local health workers to Atraumatic Restorative Treatment  (ART) 
-Train and mentor two local healthcare volunteers in ART    
- Provide ART resources to assist  with future training of healthcare volunteers   

Dentist & part time crew member Tony Burke trains  
Ni-vans Bob & Shirley in the ART technique 
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Mudbrick Stove Program – Photo Gallery 
 
Teaching villagers how to make mud bricks, with the view to building low-smoke stoves, was 
undertaken to help address the smoke inhalation problems to prevalent in Vanuatu. 
 
The success of the initiative exceeded all expectations and after running over 30 
demonstrations, making hundreds of bricks and giving out dozens of wooden moulds and 
booklets we’d love to return one day and see whether any stoves have actually been made.   
 
Mudbrick Photo Gallery 
http://msm.org.au/2010-mission/2010-photos/2010-mud-brick-stove-ministry/ 
 
Mudbrick stove making guide 
http://msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2010/03/2010_3SLS_Stove_Easy_Guide.pdf 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Mud brick making demonstrations drew big 
crowds and lots of enthusiastic interest wherever 
we went 
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Thank You to Sponsors 
 
Thank you so much to the many people and organisations that have supported the MSM 
program this year. 
 
For the many donations of money, experience and time we are especially grateful.  Special 
mention should be made of the following: 
 

Mrs Judy Hooper for her vision and hardwork in the running of the Musical Soiree in 
March, which raised over $2,000. 
 
The insurers, Club Marine, http://www.clubmarine.com.au/   for providing our Bluewater 
Extension cover at no cost again this year, resulting in a saving of around $2,000.  Plus 
the publication of a wonderful article about the work of MSM 2009 in their member 
magazine in May this year.  http://msm.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2010/04/2010.04-
Club-Marine-Article.pdf 
 
To the liferaft hire firm Great Circle, http://greatcircleliferafts.com.au/ for providing a 12 
person raft at discount rates 
 
North Ringwood Uniting Church, http://nruc.org.au/  and the many people who have 
provide essential, much needed back-room support, particularly with money matters and 
website management. 
 
To Elsa at Yachting World in Pt Vila, http://www.yachtingworld-vanuatu.com/  for 
providing berthing accommodation for Chimere at no cost.    

 
 

Future Plans 
 
After two very busy years of work in Vanuatu, MSM has decided to take a break for 2011, with 
time instead being devoted to maintenance work aboard Chimere and further developing the 
organisational side. 
 
We plan to sail Chimere down to Melbourne [from Sydney] in the New Year, which will better 
enable maintenance work to be done.  It will also assist in the process of finding a new owner 
for Andrew’s 50% share.  Whilst Andrew’s financial involvement will be coming to an end, the 
good news is that he will remain involved in MSM in an advisory, volunteer basis. 
 
The future direction of MSM will largely depend on ensuring Chimere’s ownership and the 
ongoing financial commitment required to operate the program is placed on a sound footing. 
 
Whilst donations and contributions from the Vanuatu Prevention of Blindness project are of 
great assistance, to date, this has only met half the running costs, with the balance coming 
from Robert and Andrew as the boat owners. 
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Even though Medical Sailing Ministries will not be sailing to Vanuatu in 2011, we will continue 
to assist in the development of the Vanuatu dental program, building on the contacts made and 
the work already done.  Stay tuned for further developments!! 
 
Should you have any thoughts or feedback about the work of MSM and how you might become 
involved we would love to hear from you.   
 
 

Don’t Forget the Website  www.msm.org.au  
 
We encourage you to keep tabs on the MSM website from time to time.  Maybe even pass a 
link onto friends and family.  New stuff will be posted as developments unfold. 
 
Your comments are always invited. 
 
 
Robert Latimer & Mike Clarke 
MSM Co-ordinators 
 
 

www.msm.org.au 
 


