
1 
 

Medical Sailing Ministries (MSM) Vanuatu Mission 2017 
 
 

SHIPS LOG ς Mission 2 
 

Date/Duration:   Friday 21 July ς Friday 4 August 2017   (15 Days) 
Location:   SHEFA & MALAMPA Provinces, Islands of: Emae (Novo), Tongoa (Lumbukiti),  

Epi (Lamen Bay), Lamen Island, Paama (Liro), Ambrym (Utas, Craig Cove) 
Sailing Volunteers:  Phil Wicks (Skipper), Mark Stephenson, Todd MacDougall, Vic Aston 
Team Leaders:   Morinda Kalmar & Bob Natuman 
Local Health Workers:  Dental Care:  Morinda Kalmar & Bob Natuman 

Optometrist: David Lawry   Eye Care: Dick Stanley 
Medical Volunteers:  Dentists: Dr Barry Stewart & Dr Samual Luan 
    Doctor: Dr Nicholas Allen    Nurse: Glenys Janssen-Frank 
    Oral Health Recorder: Nicola Young 
Mission Results:  Islands Visited:  6 Clinics Held:  7 
    Oral health Surveys  129 Mission Duration: 15 days 

Dental Patients seen: 232 Teeth extracted:     238  
    Medical Patients seen: 213 Referrals:   Nil 
    Eyecare Patients seen: 275 Spectacle dispensed & ordered: 180  
    Eyecare Referrals: 20 
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BACKGROUND 
Medical Sailing Ministries (MSM) began in 2009 to provide remote-access transport and logistical support amongst the islands of Vanuatu.  It is a 

partnership program of the North Ringwood Uniting Church (Melb), The Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu and the Vanuatu Ministry of Health, using the 
Westernport-based 53 foot cutter rigged steel yacht Chimere. 

 
This year's sailing mission follows in the tradition of previous missions in 2009, 2010 and 2013 and once again we are seeking a range of volunteers - 

both sailing and medical - to fill each of the 8 stages that span from May to November (2017) - specifically dentists, dental assistants, doctors, 
optometrists and nurses, oh, and sailors. 

  
NATIONAL ORAL HEALTH SURVEY 2017 

Along with transporting medical volunteers, this year Medical Sailing Ministries will also be coordinating a National Oral Health Survey of Vanuatu using 
strict World health Organisation (WHO) methodologies; the first such survey ever to be conducted in Vanuatu. 

 
The survey will encompass 1% (approx. 3,000 people) of the population across 5 different age groups in both urban and rural locations on more than 30 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ со ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŜŘ ƛǎƭŀƴŘǎΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀ ōƛƎ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘŘǊŀǿŀƭ ƻŦ Australian Federal Government funding to this vital, long-
ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ±ŀƴǳŀǘǳ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻƭŜƭȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ-contributions, private donations and fundraising. 
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2017 Ships Log ς Mission 2  
 
The following is a compilation of the daily Ships Logs, written & transmitted each day  
from the field by the MSM team and then published on the MSM website and Facebook site. 
 

 

 

  

Start 
21/7/17 

Craig Cove 

Tongoa 

Paama 

Utas 

Finish 
4/8/17 

Emae 

Lamen 
Bay 

Overnight return of 
Chimere to Pt Vila 

5/8/17 



3 
 

Contents 
 
Like ships that pass in the night .................................................................................................................................... 4 

Markõs first day in paradise ........................................................................................................................................... 5 

The First Day .................................................................................................................................................................... 7 

Circus comes to town ........................................................................................................................................................ 8 

Change of view ............................................................................................................................................................... 11 

New skipper steps aboard ............................................................................................................................................... 12 

Countdown to Mission 2 ................................................................................................................................................ 13 

I have arrived. ................................................................................................................................................................. 15 

Test run to Gideonõs Landing ....................................................................................................................................... 16 

All together now ............................................................................................................................................................. 18 

Weõre ready now ............................................................................................................................................................. 20 

Have we got some stories ................................................................................................................................................ 21 

We are off the grid ......................................................................................................................................................... 22 

An afternoon with Chief Samuel .................................................................................................................................. 23 

Conga line clinic ............................................................................................................................................................ 25 

The thrill of a left hand break ....................................................................................................................................... 27 

Report from Mission 2 doctor é Nic Allen ................................................................................................................... 28 

Safe landings ................................................................................................................................................................ 29 

A whale of a time ............................................................................................................................................................ 30 

We deployed and the men were rescued ......................................................................................................................... 31 

Dinghys across the straight .......................................................................................................................................... 32 

A Yam of a time! ............................................................................................................................................................ 33 

Another day at the clinic ............................................................................................................................................... 35 

There may be internet tomorrow .................................................................................................................................... 37 

Stret no more .................................................................................................................................................................. 38 

Getting to know your local, neighbourhood, just-over-the-hill, volcano é (Ambrym Island) .................................. 41 

The six am generator once again ................................................................................................................................... 44 

The last night together ................................................................................................................................................... 45 

Everyone has a turn ....................................................................................................................................................... 46 

Port Vila bound .............................................................................................................................................................. 51 

An experience you just canõt buy .................................................................................................................................. 52 

Pizza on the wall ............................................................................................................................................................ 53 

Some final thoughts ...................................................................................................................................................... 53 

 
  



4 
 

Like ships that pass in the night 

 
Wednesday 12 July 2017 
Port Vila Waterfront 
 
Meetings, planning, paperwork, access to Internet, refining 
ƛǘƛƴŜǊŀǊƛŜǎΣ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘƛƴƎ ŎƻǎǘǎΣ ŦǳƴŘ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎΧ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΣ 
after attending to an array of back-ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǘŀǎƪǎ LΩƳ ƭŜŦǘ 
ǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎΧέǿƘŀǘ ŘƛŘ L ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ Řƻ ǘƻŘŀȅΚέ 
 
!ǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ /ƘƛƳŜǊŜ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ƴƛŎŜƭȅΧ ƴƻ ǇǳƳǇǎ ǘƻ 
replace, electrical faults to solve, no toilet to unblock, no furler to 
ǊŜŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴΧ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎΧ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ōǊƛŜŦ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ 
everything seems to be traveling in harmony. 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ Ƴȅ ŘŀǊƭƛƴƎ ǿƛŦŜ [ƛƴŘŀ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 
ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΧ άǿƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ǘƘƛǎ ΦΦ ȅƻǳ 
ŀǊŜ ōƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻȊȊ ƻƴ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΚΗέ 
 
.ǳǘ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇŜǊǎǘƛǘƛƻǳǎ ǘȅǇŜΦ bƻǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅΦ {ǳǊŜΣ ŀǎ ŀ ǎŀƛƭƻǊ L 
ǿƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǎŜŀ ƻƴ ŀ CǊƛŘŀȅΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΦ !ǎ ŦƻǊ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ 
umbrellas on board? Well that was a new one to me but our 
earlier Norwegian sailing friend from 3 weeks ago, the one who 
agreed to deliver the large brass bell and potting clay to South 
²Ŝǎǘ .ŀȅΣ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƳŜ Χ άǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǇŀǊƪŜŘ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ƳŜ L ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ 
ƘŀǾŜ ǘǿƻ ǳƳōǊŜƭƭŀǎ ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƎƛƴƎ ƭŀŘŘŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ Χ ǿŜΩƭƭ L 
might be an atheist but  
 
L ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ǳƳōǊŜƭƭŀ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ōƻŀǘΧ ƛǘΩǎ ōŀŘ ƭǳŎƪέ 
L ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘ Χ άŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǎŀƛƭ ƻƴ ŀ CǊƛŘŀȅΚέ 
ά²Ŝƭƭ ƴƻΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΧέ 
 
Cǳƴƴȅ ōǳƴŎƘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎŀƛƭƻǊ ŦƻƭƪΗΗ ¢ƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƻƴŜǎ L ƳŜŀƴ Χ ƴƻǘ ƳŜ ƻŦ 
course! 
 
Speaking of sailors, we have the first sailor of the next mission due 
ƛƴ ōȅ ǇƭŀƴŜ ǘƻƴƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ ммΥолǇƳΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ Ƴȅ 
ŦƭƛƎƘǘ ƛǘΩƭƭ ōŜ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ м ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΦ aŀǊƪ 
{ǘŜǇƘŜƴǎƻƴ ƛǎ Ƙƛǎ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ƴƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǇƛŎƪ Ƙƛm up at the 
start of what will be a two month tour of duty 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ tŜǘŜǊ ²ǊƛƎƘǘΩǎ ŘŜǇŀǊǘǳǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ  
т !a ŦƭƛƎƘǘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΦ ό¢ƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǇƭŀƴŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƘƻǳǊǎ ǊŜǎǘύ 
 
DƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ tŜǘŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ǳǇ ŀǘ р ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪ ǘomorrow morning the two of them will only be sharing about four 
ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻƴ ōƻŀǊŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΧ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀƴȅ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ǊŀǇǇƻǊǘ ƻǊ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇΦ .ǳǘ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ tŜǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
aŀǊƪ ǿƻǳƭŘΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ƻƴ ǿŜƭƭ 
 
The rest of the new crew will come in over the nŜȄǘ ŦŜǿ Řŀȅǎ ōǳǘ ŀǎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ LΩƳ Ǝƻƴƴŀ ŎŀǘŎƘ ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊΩǎ ǎƭŜŜǇ ƴƻǿ 
ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ мм ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪ 
 
Smooth seas fair breeze and like ships that pass in the night 
 
Rob Latimer 

Peter Wright heads home at the end of Mission 1 

Mark Stephenson, fresh from Tassie, ready for  

aƛǎǎƛƻƴ н ϧ о Χ ǘƘŜ άōŜŦƻǊŜ ǎƘƻǘέ 

http://msm.org.au/wp-content/gallery/2017-mission-2/Mark-Stephenson.JPG
http://msm.org.au/wp-content/gallery/2017-mission-1/Peter-prepares-to-end-more-than-a-months-loyal-service-aboard-Chimere.JPG
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Markõs first day in paradise 

 
Thursday 13 July 2017 
Port Vila 
 
As aŀǊƪΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ Řŀȅ ƛƴ tƻǊǘ ±ƛƭŀ ŘǊŀǿǎ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƭƻǎŜΣ ǎƭŜŜǇ ƻƴŎŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŀǎǎŀǳƭǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴǎŜǎΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ 
know why ς it happens every night ς ōǳǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƴƛƎƘǘ L ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ Χ άōŜǘǘŜǊ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΩǎ {ƘƛǇǎ 
[ƻƎέ Χ ǘƘŜƴ L Ŧŀƭƭ ŀǎƭŜŜp, or come very close. 
 
¢Ƙŀǘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ǘƻƴƛƎƘǘ L ŘƛŘ Ǉƭŀƴ ŀƘŜŀŘ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘ ōȅ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ aŀǊƪ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƘƻǳǊǎ ŀƎƻ ƛŦ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǿǊƛǘŜ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ά/ƘƛƳŜǊŜ 
/ǊŜǿ ±ƛŜǿέ Χ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ Řŀƛƭȅ ŘƛŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ L ŦƛƎǳǊŜŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǿƛŘŜǊ ŎƛǊŎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ 
would provide another interesting perspective. 
 
!ǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ L ǿŀǎ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǘ ǳǇ ƭŀǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ ŎƘƛŎƪŜƴ ƭŜŦǘƻǾŜǊǎ όǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎǇƻƻƴ ƻŦ ŎǳǊǊȅ ǇƻǿŘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƎƻƻŘ 
ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜύ ŦƻǊ ǘƻƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ ŦŜŀǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜǊƴ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŘƛƴƎƘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎǘŀŎƪ of groceries and 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŘŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ L ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƻǳǘ Χ άLΩƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀ ƘŀƴŘ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŦŦ ŘƻǿƴέΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŎŀƳŜ ŀ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƭȅ 
American accent in reply, offering thanks and informing me that he would first need to pump up the dinghy on 
account of a persistent leak. 
 
His ankle brace and crutches kind of got my mind thinking and when he was done pumping I handed down the 
ŘǊǳƳǎ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ L ǘƻƻƪ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ Ǉƭǳǎ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ōƻȄŜǎ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ ά²Ƙȅ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ 
this, my names HaǊƻƭŘΣ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΣ LΩǾŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŀ ōƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜŜƴ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘέ 
 
We chatted for a bit and he told me he was off a big old clunker of a boat up the harbour. Then soon after it started 
raining ς not too heavy, but enough to make you think more was to comŜΦ άLΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳ ŀ ǘŀǊǇ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ƻǾŜǊ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎέ 
L ǎŀƛŘ Χ άbƻΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŦƛƴŜΣ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ƭƻƴƎέ ŎŀƳŜ IŀǊƻƭŘΩǎ ǊŜǇƭȅ ŀǎ L ǎŀƛŘ ŦŀǊŜǿŜƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ άƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘέ ŀƴŘ 
walked aboard our stern-plank. 

 
Then followed a time of 
domestic activity on 
Chimere ς putting on the 
rice, heating up the 
chicken, rinsing and 
ǿŀǎƘƛƴƎ ŘƛǎƘŜǎ Χ ǿƘƛƭŜ 
ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ Χ 
άǇǊǊǊǊƳέ Χ ǇǊǊǊǊƳέ Χ 
άǇǊǊǊƳέ Χ ƻŦ ŀ мрƘǇ 
Mercury outboard motor 
which would NOT fire into 
life, no matter what 
combination of choke, 
throttle, effort, face 
gesticulation or expletives 
was employed. Finally the 
noise of the *&%#!!! motor 
ceased as Harold stopped 
pulling the starter-cord and 
sat in the light rain 
reflecting on the situation. 
άL ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ 
ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ L Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇέ Χ L ǎŀƛŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǉǳƛŜǘ ǾƻƛŎŜ ǘƻ aŀǊƪ ŀǎ L ŎƭƛƳōŜŘ ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀƛǊǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǎǘŀǘŜ Ƴȅ ƴŜǿ 
ŀŎǉǳŀƛƴǘŀƴŎŜ IŀǊƻƭŘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ Χ ƘŜŀŘ ƛƴ ƘŀƴŘǎ Χ ƻƘΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜΚΗ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ǿŜ Ǝǳȅǎ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜŀŘ ŦŀŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
emotive clues. 

SV CassiopeiaΣ IŀǊƻƭŘΩǎ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜŘ ƘƻƳŜ Χ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ǎƘŀŘƻǿ of her former self (Insert) 
 

http://msm.org.au/wp-content/gallery/2017-mission-2/Ship-1.JPG
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ά¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ L Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇΣ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƴƻ Řƻǳōǘ ǘǊƛŜŘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ Χ ōǳǘ L ŦŜŜƭ ȅƻǳǊ Ǉŀƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ 
ƻǳǘōƻŀǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǎǘŀǊǘέ Χ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ Ƴȅ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǊŜƳŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ IŀǊƻld was more than willing to engage in 
conversation about the so-and-so Mercury and how it was not what he was promised when it was bought some time 
ŀƎƻΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƘƛƳ ƴƻ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ŜǘŎ ŜǘŎ Χ άōǳǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ōŜ ƪƛƴŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ǘƻǿ ƳŜ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƛƴƎhy, that 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳέ 
 
άbƻ ǿƻǊǊƛŜǎέ L ǎŀƛŘΣ άLΩƭƭ Ƨǳǎǘ ƎŜǘ ŀ ǘƻǊŎƘέ 
So began my UberDinghy tow up the harbour, pretty much to the 
end of Iririki LǎƭŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŀ ōƻŀǘΣ ƴŀȅ ά{ŎƘƻƻƴŜǊέΣ ǘƘŀǘ aŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀŘ 
ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ŀǎ ǿŜΩŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōŀȅΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ 
time I was so intrigued by the boat that I took a couple of photos 
and sure enough there was a hand painted banner advertising the 
afƻǊŜƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ōƻƻƪ Χ άŀōƻǳǘ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ ϧ ŘǊŜŀƳǎέ Χ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀǘ Χ www.haroldneel.com  
 
άL Ƴǳǎǘ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎΣ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƘƛǇ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ IƻƭƭȅǿƻƻŘ 
ƳƻǾƛŜ ǎŜǘέΣ L ǎŀƛŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƛŎŜǎǘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΣ ǳǇōŜŀǘ ǿŀȅ ŀǎ ǘǿƻ 
inqǳƛǎƛǘƛǾŜ Ŏŀǘǎ ǇŜŜǊŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƎǳƴǿŀƭŜ ŀǘ ƳŜ Χ άhƘ ǿƻǿΣ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ 
Ǝƻǘ Ŏŀǘǎ ǘƻƻΗΗέ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ƻŦŦŜƴŘŜŘΦ 
ά¸ŜǎΣ ǎƘŜΩǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƛǊŀǘŜ ǎƘƛǇ ǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇŀǊǘǎ Χ L ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ 
run day tours out of Vila here with a pirate theme and there was a 
sƘƻǊǘ ƳƻǾƛŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƻŦ ƛǘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀƎƻ ƴƻǿέ 
Harold then went on to describe a list of prior achievements and 
pinnacle-moments of this once glorious vessel from the Caribbean 
to Vanuatu. 
ά{ǘƻǇΣ ǎǘƻǇΗΗέ L ƧƻƪƛƴƎƭȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Χ άȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎǇƻƛƭ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ Χ LΩƳ ƪŜŜƴ 
ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ƛǘΗΗ Χ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŜƴŘ ƳŜ ŀ ǘŜȄǘΣ ƻǊ Ŏŀƭƭ ƳŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ 
outboard started and you want a lift to shore ς LΩƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ 
ȅƻǳέ 
 
By now Harold had clambered aboard passing words of thanks 
back to me as I started retreating back through the drizzle to 
Chimere and dinner preparations; which Mark had expertly 
appropriated. 
LΩǾŜ ŀǘǘŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ƻŦ IŀǊƻƭŘΩǎ ōƻŀǘ όǿƘƛŎƘ LΩŘ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǘƻŘŀȅύ ŀƴŘ 
from the brief Google-Search I was able to do of  
           
Harold and his book, he bares more than a passing resemblance to Lieutenant 
5ŀƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾƛŜ CƻǊǊŜǎǘ DǳƳǇ Χ 9ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊǳǘŎƘŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀŘ ƳŜ 
ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƘŜ ǳǊƎŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ Χ ά[ƛŜǳǘŜƴŀƴǘ 5ŀƴΣ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ƴŜǿ ƭŜƎǎΗΗέ Χ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛŎƪ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴΣ CƻǊǊŜǎǘ DǳƳǇ ǘǿŀƴƎΧ 
 
IŀǾƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƘŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ 
IŀǊƻƭŘΩǎ ōƻƻƪΗ 
 
{ƳƻƻǘƘ ǎŜŀǎΣ ŦŀƛǊ ōǊŜŜȊŜ ŀƴŘ aŀǊƪΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ Řŀȅ ƛƴ tŀǊŀŘƛǎŜ 
 
PS 
Harold finally got his outboard started and I bought a copy of his book this 
morning when he tied up near ƻǳǊ ǎǘŜǊƴΦ [ƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǘǊǳŜ wƛǇǇƛƴƎ ¸ŀǊƴΧ όƻǊ 
mostly true). Well worth checking out on line 
 
  

.ǳȅ IŀǊƻƭŘΩǎ ōƻƻƪ ŀǘ  www.haroldneel.com 

http://www.haroldneel.com/
http://msm.org.au/wp-content/gallery/2017-mission-2/Ship-2.JPG
http://msm.org.au/wp-content/gallery/2017-mission-2/IMG_8363.JPG
http://msm.org.au/wp-content/gallery/2017-mission-2/IMG_8365.JPG
http://www.haroldneel.com/
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The First Day 

 
Thursday 13 July 2017 
Port Vila 
 
wƻō Ƙŀǎ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ōƭƻƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭΦ 
For the record I arrived just before midnight last night into the hot and humid Vanuatu air. Living in Tasmania I was 
expecting to be hot, and I was, but I was unsure how I would cope. 
 
After not-enough sleep, 
the day broke promising 
to be warm (hot) and Rob 
and I walked up the hill 
from here for a meeting 
at PCV Health. As a newly 
arrived sailing person 
with no medical training, I 
had nothing to contribute 
to the meeting, but had 
plenty of time to reflect 
on the merit of a good 
airflow and drinking 
plenty of water. 
 
Port Vila is noisy, cheerful 
and full of colour. The 
roads are busy and the 
footpaths are narrow. A 
lunch of fried fish in the 
market, among the locals, 
full of noise and colour, 
was a marked change 
ŦǊƻƳ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΩǎ ŎƘŜŜǎŜ ǎŀƴŘǿƛŎƘΦ 
 
One of the things I have been looking forward to is a tropical ripened banana.  
And I have now had one and can confirm that they are much tastier than the ones we get in Tasmania. 
 
For ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƪƴƻǿǎ ƳŜ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ Ƙƻǿ L ǿŀǎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴ ŀǎ wƻō ŀƴŘ L ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ 
traditional Polynesian catamaran, albeit with fiberglass hulls, then  
visited the slipyard where the yacht  
that the intrepid crew of Chimere rescued last month was being repaired. 
 
Tomorrow will be a time of settling down to the business of sorting out Chimere for the next mission. Filling tanks, 
re-stowing gear and supplies and waiting for the other new crew members to arrive. 
 
Mark Stephenson 
 
 
Elke Hofmann, Jenny Mountney, Melissa Maber, Lorraine Males, Fiona Müller, Agnes Webb, Dorothy Russell Viney, Jennifer Fenton, Heather Reid, Julie 
Brown, Edith West, Carmel Noble liked this post 

  

Mark Stephenson, Day 1 and enjoying the 
local cuisine at the Port Vila market 

https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/10213653694323699
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/10211965271719609
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/10155187274850804
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/1866480590273240
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/10154669001596905
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/1251515651626995
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/804439869729253
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/10213972870943739
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/10213189447076048
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/1001598483316573
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/1001598483316573
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/1396580187048085
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/299487046875522
http://msm.org.au/wp-content/gallery/2017-mission-2/Mark-Stephenson2.JPG
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Circus comes to town 

 
Friday 14th July 2017 
Port Vila 
 
hƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘΩǾŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƘƛǇǎ ƭƻƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƴƻǿΦ .ǳǘ 
Mark and I have been across at the Boat Yard. Not all day. Just 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ CǊƛŘŀȅ ǇŀǊǘȅΣ ŎƛǊŎǳǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾŜ ōŀƴŘ Χ ƻƘ ȅŜǎΣ 
and food and maybe some beer too, although Mark was driving 
the dinghy so he was well behaved at least. 
 
The Boat Yard is where our German friends are staying ς in their 
ōƻŀǘΣ ǳǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŘΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƛǘ ƎŜǘǎ ǊŜǇŀƛǊŜŘΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
Port Vila Cruising Yacht Club has its home, and being a paid up 
member ς I have the flag to prove it ς it seemed only right we 
should attend 
 
I mentioned circus. Not something you normally associate with 
Port Vila or Vanuatu more broadly, but there was juggling, break 
dancing, an acrobatic thing 5m off the ground using two long 
lengths of fabric, plus lots of music. No elephants, but what the 
young kids lacked in polish they more than made up for in raw 
enthusiasm, athleticism and joy. 
 
Of course Heiner and Ede (our German friends) were there and 
ƛǘΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘǳƎǎ ŀƭƭ ǊƻǳƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƳŜŜǘΣ Ǉƭǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ DŜǊƳŀƴ 
ǎŀƛƭƛƴƎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ ά²ƘŜƴ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΚέ ²ŀǎ ǘƘŜ  
question, asked in the form of an invitation; one more thing for 
Ƴȅ άōǳŎket-ƭƛǎǘέ L ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜΦ 
 
Over beer number two, Ede (the one with the Santa Clause 
ǿƘƛǎƪŜǊǎύ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¦Ǉ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƴƻǿΣ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ L ƘŀǾŜ 
travelled to is Australia, especially de outback pubs. You know 
crocodile Dundee? Those places. Coober Pedy? Is that what you 
ǎŀȅΚ ±ŜǊȅ ƘƻǘΦ ²ƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǇƭŀŎŜέΦ 9ŘŜ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴΧ άōǳǘ ±ŀƴǳŀǘǳΧ L 
cannot believe how lovely the people are. So friendly and helpful. 
¦ƴōŜƭƛŜǾŀōƭŜέ 
After a few more beers the conversation moved to the night of 
Sunday 25 June when they hit the rocks entering Port Resolution. 
ά¢ƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎŀƳŜ ƛƴ ǎƻ ŦŀǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŘŀǊƪΦ ¸ƻǳ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ 
ǎǘŀȅ ŎŀƭƳΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ƴŜȄǘΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
ƪƴƻǿΣ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƛƴƪƛƴƎ έ 
 
Also at the party, behind the bar as it turns out, serving food and 
drinks ς the commodore of the yacht club, was Gary the local 
marine surveyor. 
 
άLΩǾŜ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ŎƭŀƛƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ DŜǊƳŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ thank 
you for your report, it was good. In my assessment, it would have 
ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƭƻǎǎΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƘŀǇǇȅέ 
 
Later, Heiner explained that he had been on the phone this afternoon to Stanley down at Port Resolution. In a 
further sign of his gratitude to the assistance shown by the local men, he is arranging for a kava mincing machine to 
be sent down to them. 

l-r  Heiner, Ede & Rob after a successful day rudder-building 
in Port Resolution, Tanna  

The circus by the boat yard show-cased the amazing athletic 
skills of the local youth & the dedication of their coaches  

http://msm.org.au/wp-content/gallery/2017-mission-1/My-new-German-sailing-friends-Heiner-and-Ede.JPG
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Lƴ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎΣ {ǘŀƴƭŜȅ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ мт ȅŀŎƘǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀȅ Χ мтΗΗ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƴ ŀǊƳŀŘŀΗΗΗ !ƭƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ 
ARC Round ¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ ŎǊǳƛǎƛƴƎ ǊŀƭƭȅΦ !ƴŘ ƎǳŜǎǎ ǿƘŀǘ Χ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ȅŀŎƘǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘȅƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ {Ŝŀǿŀƭƭ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŘŀȅΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ǿŜΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ŀǿŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΣ ƻƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŀƴŎƘƻǊΦ 
Not far away, but no longer will we be able to step on and off the shore as we please down our own private plank. 
LǘΩƭƭ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ōŜ ŀ ŘƛƴƎƘȅ ǊƛŘŜ ǘƻ ƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻ ǎƘƻǊŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻǊ ǿŀǘŜǊΤ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘǎΚΗ 
For those interested in reading all of the Ships Logs from Mission 1, or sending a link to friends and family, this 
is available here or the link on the right under Latest News. 
 
Smooth seas, fair breeze and the circus comes to town 
 
Rob Latimer 
 
PS When I finished the above it was 12 midnight and I was hanging out 
ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǎƭŜŜǇΣ ƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ мΥллŀƳ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǿƛŘŜ ŀǿŀƪŜΦ !ƴŘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƳŜ ƛǎ 
ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘȅǇŜ ǘƘƛǎ wƻōŜǊǘΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜǎ ƻŦ Χ άǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǘƻǳǊ ǎǘŀȅǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǳǊέ Χ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƘŜ 
morning I know, I mean when I wake up later today, I will probably 
think this was all a dream and will be relying on this written record to 
verify my sanity. I suppose it all started when Mark and I got back 
from the Boat Yard party. There was Harolds inflatable dinghy (not so 
ƛƴŦƭŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴύ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ aŜǊŎǳǊȅ 
outboard firmly attached to the back, still tied up on the seawall near 
our stern 
άIŀǊƻƭŘǎ ƭŀǘŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜέ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ 
 
Then a bit over an hour ago I heard noises off the stern, rattling, 
fumbling and a fair amount of one way discussion. Fearing the worst, I 
quietly climbed our companionway ladder into the cockpit all the 
while staying in the shadow to investigate the source of the 
commotion ς to discover whether it be friend or foe. 
 
And what, or who, should the source of the noise be but Harold, negotiating his way from the concrete Seawall 
down into his dƛƴƎƘȅ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǇŀǊŎŜƭǎΣ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŀǘƘŜǊΣ Ƙƻǿ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǿŜ ǎŀȅΣ άŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘέ ǎǘŀǘŜΦ 
I watched for a while, as he pumped the necessary air into the dinghy ς not so much as was needed as it turns out ς 
and then came the starting of the outboard, or the attempt at least. 
This only lasted a short while with the one-way conversion plus a 
variety of expletives then being hurled at the motor. 
 
L ōǊƻƪŜ ƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ Χ άƎΩŘŀȅ IŀǊƻƭŘΣ LΩƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀ ǘƻǿΣ LΩƭƭ Ƨǳǎǘ ƎŜǘ ŀ ǘƻǊŎƘ έ 
άhƘ Ƴŀŀƴ Σ did I wake you with all my noise? I am sooo sorry maanέ , 
came the response 
 
άbƻΣ ƴƻΣ L ǿŀǎ ǳǇ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΣ ƘŀƴŘ ǳǎ ȅƻǳǊ ōƻǿƭƛƴŜέ 
So it was that I once more towed Harold back to his beloved 
/ŀǎǎƛƻǇŜƛŀΣ ōǳǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜƴ LΩŘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŜ ƛƴ ōŜŘΦ 
As we apprƻŀŎƘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ōƻŀǘ ŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ LΩŘ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƻǊ ƻŦŦΣ IŀǊƻƭŘ 
ŎŀƳŜ ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘΧ άLΩƳ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƎ Χ ǿƘŀǘ Řƻ 
ya  
Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŘǊǳƴƪŜƴ ǎŀƛƭƻǊέ 
 
άIƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ǾŜǊǎŜǎ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƴƎ Ǝƻǘέ L ƛƴǉǳƛǊŜŘ 
άaŀȅōŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǾŜǊǎŜέ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘ IŀǊƻƭŘ 
All was going well. The two cats came to the edge for a smooch ς (their 
names are Penelope and Pepi I think) and I was hearing more about 

Harold looks happy, but ƛŦ ƻƴƭȅ Ŏŀǘǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƭƪΧ 
ό¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ Penelope or Stripes)  

Rob & Mark help Harold aboard  Cassiopeia 

http://msm.org.au/?ddownload=5640
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ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǘǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ Χ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǘƘŜƴ ŀǊƻǎŜ ǿƘŜƴ IŀǊƻƭŘ ǎǘŜǇǇŜŘ ƻƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜ of his rubber ducky to climb aboard 
his ship only to have it collapse, or deflate, or something, because within a very short space of time his dinghy was 
full of water, pouring in over the side and the heaviest part ς that blasted motor ς was sinking fast by the stern 
 
I managed to grab the handle of the motor and with the water up to my elbow and the motor pretty much out of 
ǎƛƎƘǘΣ ŀƴŘ IŀǊƻƭŘ ǎǳǊǾŜȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ άƘƻǿ ǘƘŜ ϧϪ҈ϝІΗ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴέ L ŎŀƭƭŜŘΣ άIŀǊƻƭŘ ȅƻǳ Ǝƻƴƴŀ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ 
help me here, get ŀ ƭƛƴŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƻǊΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘƻƭŘ ƛǘ ƳǳŎƘ ƭƻƴƎŜǊέ 
 
¢ŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎƻƳŜŘȅ ŎŀǇŜǊǎΦ IŀǊƻƭŘ ŘƛŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƎŜǘ ŀ ƭƛƴŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǎǿƛǘŎƘƛƴƎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ Χ 
άƘƻǿ ǘƘŜ ϪϝІІΗΗ 5ƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴέ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǳƎƘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƭƻǳŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜŀǊ ŀōǎǳǊŘƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ predicament 
The line around the motor was finally attached to a wobbly winch on deck and the whole stern of the dinghy was 
soon lifted clear of the water. Then it was the turn of the bow. 
 
The floating items in the dinghy were retrieved and along with patching the holes in that dinghy the motor will now 
most certainly need to be dismantled and service 
 
{ƻƻƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ L ǘƻƻƪ Ƴȅ ƭŜŀǾŜΣ ǿƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ƛǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŘŀȅέΤ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ 
situation could have ended quite differently. At this point my own motor stopped suddenly- the bow line wrapped 
ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇ ΗΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ƴŜȄǘΚ άIŀƴƎ ƻƴ wƻōŜǊǘΚέ /ŀƭƭŜŘ IŀǊƻƭŘ άLŦ L Ŏŀƴ ǇǳƳǇ ǳǇ Ƴȅ ŘƛƴƎƘȅ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀ 
ǘƻǿΧέ 
 
At least he still had a sense of humour. 
 
Now I am most definitely going to bed!! 
 
 
 
Nigel Anderson, Nicola Young, Kate Storey-Whyte, Tracey James, Phil Wicks, Iris Malone, Martin Burgess, Dorothy Russell Viney, Agnes Webb, Julie Brown liked 
this post 

  

https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/1457211674372665
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/10212887664057227
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/10154139462863854
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/10212552420821989
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/10213123617189375
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/10212771308258415
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/10211756165911920
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/804439869729253
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/1251515651626995
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/1001598483316573
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Change of view 

 
Saturday 15 July 2017 
Anchored in Port Vila inner harbour 
 
After last ƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ antics with Harold and his sinking dinghy it 
was a lazy start to the day aboard Chimere 
 
A wander uptown to change some currency revealed a larger 
than usual quota of white-folk like me walking around, which 
ŎƻǳƭŘ ƻƴƭȅ ƳŜŀƴ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎΧ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŎǊǳƛǎŜ ǎƘƛǇ ŘŀȅΤ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ 
frenetic bus and water taxi activity not to mention the local 
helicopter. 
 
{ǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴŎȅΣ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊŜ άDƻƻŘƛŜǎέ 
noting on the digital screen a rate of 81.95 Vatu for each 
!ǳǎǎƛŜ ŘƻƭƭŀǊΦ wŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǇǘ L ƴƻǘŜŘ ŀ ǊŀǘŜ ƻŦ умΦор Χ 
prompting my question to the lady behind the counter and 
Ǝƭŀǎǎ ǎŎǊŜŜƴΣ άƳŜ ƴƻ ǎŀǾŜΣ ǿƘȅ ǎƛƎƴ ǎŀȅ умΦфр ŀƴŘ ǇŀǇŜǊ  
say умΦорΚέ 
 
άhƘ ǎƛƎƴ Ŝ-ǿǊƻƴƎέ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΦ 
 
ά.ǳǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛƪŜ ƳŜ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ 
Řƻ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ƻǊ ƴƻǘ Χ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴ ƛǎ ǿǊƻƴƎΚέ L 
persisted 
 
ά¸ŜǎΣ ǎƻǊǊȅ ǘǳƳŀǎέ 
 
There was no point pushing it further but I did suggest she turn 
off the sign until it was fixed.    
 
Nicola Young , who will be joining the medical team in a weekΩs 
time, came aboard around 10am to help us move Chimere to  
our current location just a few hundred metres away 
 
We also nicked up the bay to assist Harold lift his outboard and 
dinghy onto the deck of his yacht and I can confirm that the 
ŎŀǘΩǎ names are Penelope and Stripes 
 
Mark showed of his galley skills cooking dinner along with 
baking bread and biscuits/ slice and we look forward to the 
arrival of the skipper for the next mission, Phil Wicks ς more 
tomorrow. 
 
Smooth seas, fair breeze and a change of view 
Rob Latimer 
 
 
 
 
Clare Parry, Barry Stewart, Jennifer Fenton, Nicola Young, Mary Levett, Julie Brown, Agnes Webb liked this post 

  

Mark comes good with both 
άƴƻǊƳŀƭέ ōǊŜŀŘ ϧ [ƻƎŀƴ .ǊŜŀŘ 

Lǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ǿǊȅ ǎƳƛƭŜ aŀǊƪ ΧΚ 

The floral colour of the Port Vila market in the morning 

https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/1442203062483646
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/10213374627265004
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/10213972870943739
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/10212887664057227
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/1452737608116008
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/1001598483316573
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/1251515651626995
http://msm.org.au/wp-content/gallery/2017-mission-2/Big-day-for-flowers-in-the-market-today.JPG
http://msm.org.au/wp-content/gallery/2017-mission-2/What-a-guy-just-baked-bread-and-biscuits-with-dinner-on-the-boil-and-ready-to-serve.JPG
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New skipper steps aboard 

Sunday 16 July 2017 
Anchored in Port Vila Harbour 
  
It was a lazy start to the day, with Mark and I travel ashore 
by dinghy around 9:15 in order to make it up to the 
Presbyterian church service by 10. Around this time a flotilla 
of yachts began arriving as part of the ARC Round the world 
ǊŀƭƭȅΣ ƻǊ ǊŀŎŜΣ LΩƳ not quite sure.  They certainly made the 
Seawall look crowded (which was the reason for us having to 
ƳƻǾŜ ŀǿŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǿŀȅ LΩƳ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴŎƘƻǊŜŘ нлл 
metres away; still close enough for easy access, but far 
enough away to feel private. And I do enjoy not having to 
pay 2800 Vatu per day mooring fees. (Approx. $35/day) 
 
The lady that owns the waterfront has allowed us to remain 
at no cost on the last three occasions, but following cyclone 
Pam, things have apparently been a bit tight, hence the fee 
 
After a lazy lunch it was soon time to catch a bus out to the 
ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ƴŜǿ ŎǊŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊ Χ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΧ ƴŜǿ 
{ƪƛǇǇŜǊΧ tƘƛƭ ²ƛŎƪǎΣ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀǊǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ aŜƭōƻǳǊƴŜ 
via Sydney at 3:10pm. 
Phil is a highly capable sailor and in conjunction with his wife 
has been a live-aboard boat owner in the past. 
 
Phil will be supported by crew member Mark, plus two 
additional crew members Todd and Vic due in another three 
days 
This coming week will be used to familiarize Phil and Mark, 
Ǉƭǳǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŎǊŜǿΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ /ƘƛƳŜǊŜΩǎ ǿŀȅǎΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 
relocating the short distance north to Havannah Harbour on 
Friday. It is here they will be met by the full medical team who will go aboard late Friday for a sleepover to enable an 
early getaway Saturday morning, north to the island of Emae; signifying the official start of Mission 2 
 
All the dental and most of the medical and optical supplies have already been loaded aboard, ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǿ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ 
working through the final list ς food, top-up, fuel, water, equipment check and a few sea-trials. 
Along with evacuating my cabin ς the skippers cabin ς in favour of the new skipper, Phil, I was also on dinner duty; 
and no one opens ŀ ōƻǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ tŀǘŀƪǎ /ƘƛŎƪŜƴ .ǳǘǘŜǊ ǎŀǳŎŜ ƭƛƪŜ ƳŜΧ ǎƻǊǊȅ !ƴǘƻƴƛƻΦ 
 
As proof that we are an high-Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ǿŜ Ǉǳǘ ŎƘƻŎƻƭŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ƻƴ tƘƛƭΩǎ Ǉƛƭƭƻǿ ς as an arrival 
ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜΦ LΩŘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƭŦ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ōƭƻŎƪ ƻŦ !ƭŘƛ ŎƘƻŎƻƭŀǘŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƴƛŎŜ ǎǘǳŦŦ ǿith almonds, but I thought we only had 
ƻƴŜ άŦƭƻǿŜǊέΣ ǎŜƭŦ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ŦƭƻǳǊΣ ōǳǘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŘƻƴŜ ŀƴ ŀǳŘƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ н ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ aŀǊƪ ǿŀǎ ǉǳƛŎƪ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƪ 
όŜȄŎǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ Ǉǳƴύ ǿƛǘƘ Χ άȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴŜΣ ƛǘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ōǳƴŎƘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŎƻǊƴ ŦƭƻǳǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎƪŜǊ ǘƻƻέΦ bƻǘ 
sure Phil took it in first time ς ǘƘŜ ŀǊǊŀȅ ƻŦ ŦƻƻŘǎǘǳŦŦǎ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ Ǉƛƭƭƻǿ Χ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎǎΣ ōǳǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀȅ 
ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƴǘǎΦ 
 
LǘΩǎ ƴƻǿ фΥллǇƳΣ tƘƛƭ ƛǎ ƛƴ ōŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ōƛƎ Řŀȅ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƛƴƎΣ aŀǊƪ Ƙŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŀƛŘ ƎƻƻŘƴƛƎƘǘ ŀƴd there is a very good 
ŎƘŀƴŎŜ LΩƭƭ ōŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŜŀŘ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƻƻƴΦ 
 
Smooth seas, fair breeze and new skipper steps aboard 
 
Rob Latimer 
 
Malcolm Garnham, Phil Wicks, Elke Hofmann, Jennifer Fenton, Agnes Webb, Dorothy Russell Vineyliked this post 

The ARC Round The World yachts take a breather in Port Vila 

New skipper Phil takes in the sites, Day 1 

https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/10155025537942981
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/10213123617189375
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/10213653694323699
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/10213972870943739
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/1251515651626995
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/804439869729253
http://msm.org.au/wp-content/gallery/2017-mission-2/Port-Vila-Seawall-never-looked-busier.JPG
http://msm.org.au/wp-content/gallery/2017-mission-2/Yes-Phil-is-really-here.JPG
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Countdown to Mission 2 

 
Monday 17 July 2017 
Hideaway Island Anchorage, Mele, Efate 
 
tƘƛƭΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ Řŀȅ ƛƴ ±ŀƴǳŀǘǳ ŘŀǿƴŜŘ ǿŀǊƳ ŀƴŘ ǎǳƴƴȅΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ Ƴȅ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎ ǳǊƎŜ ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƻǊ ǘƻ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ 
the batteries at 5:45am was probably a bit ill-ǘƛƳŜŘΦ 9ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǎƛƴŎŜ LΩƳ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƪƛǇǇŜǊ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΦ .ǳǘ 
how was I to know that it sounded very much like running onto rocks to a half-asleep, or was that half-awake, sailor. 
{ƻǊǊȅ ǘǳƳŀǎ Ǝǳȅǎ Χ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ мр ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƻŦŦ ƻǳǊ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǿŀƪŜ-up time 
 
.ȅ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ уΥмрŀƳ ǿŜΩŘ ƘŀŘ ƻǳǊ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘΣ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŘŜǾƻǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦŦice onshore, borrowed 
ŀ {La ŎŀǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ 5ŜōΩǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ όŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǎǘƻǊȅύ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǇǇŜŘ ƛǘ ǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŀǊŜǎǘ ¢±[ άŘŜŀƭŜǊǎƘƛǇέ Χ ŀ ƭŀŘȅ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ 
under an umbrella by the side of the road; everyday, except Sundays. 
 
After the TVL top-ǳǇ ǿŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ tƘƛƭΩs SIM to work properly on the inter-web (data), even after the phone 
was passed around a few of her friends sitting nearby, so we wandered down to the TVL head office where the lady 
quickly established there was a mix-up with the thingy-function that needed readjusting ς ǎƛƳǇƭŜΦ !ŦǘŜǊ tƘƛƭΩǎ 
ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǿŀǎ ŦƛȄŜŘ ǳǇ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ōǳǘ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜ ƴƛŎŜ ƭŀŘȅ ǿƘȅ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ Iƻǘ {Ǉƻǘ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 
work on my phone ς with my SIM card.  
 
άhƘ Iƻǘ {Ǉƻǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ƛtƘƻƴŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
¢±[ {La ŎŀǊŘǎ Χ ǿŜ ƘŀǾe told the 
ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎƛŀƴǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƴƻ ŦƛȄƛƳέ Χ ǎƻ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ 
the answer to my month-long frustration. 
 
It was then back to Chimere for lunch and a 
brief stop at the Yachting World fuel dock to 
top up our tanks. This wharf is one of the 
ǎƳŀƭƭŜǎǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘΣ ƳŀȅōŜ о-4 metres in 
length and when you consider Chimere is 16 
ƳŜǘǊŜǎ ƛƴ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ōƛǘ 
of overhang at each end! It also requires a bit 
of precision parking in order to keep damage 
to a minimum, but fortunately lines were 
attached promptly as we came to a halt with 
ǘƘŜ ŀƛŘ ƻŦ ¸ŀŎƘǘƛƴƎ ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊǘ ōƻŀǘ-man 
Moses. 
 
The amount of fuel taken aboard was exactly 419 litres, which is the sum-total of all that has been consumed since 
leavinƎ {ȅŘƴŜȅ όǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƴƪǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻǇǇŜŘ ǳǇύ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴ Χ ǿŜƭƭΣ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƎƻΦ ²Ŝ ƴƻǿ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ мΣплл ƭƛǘǊŜǎ 
aboard to cover the next three missions through till October. 
 
¢ŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘŜǎǘ /ƘƛƳŜǊŜΩǎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ όǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴύ ǿŜ ƘŜŀded off to Hideaway Island (not 
so well hidden as you might think ς we found it first time) where there is a delightfully still anchorage in Mele Bay 
just 1 hour from town. Once at anchor we set about further charging the batteries (reading battery charging manuals 
ς that was Phil) and tidying up the deck and all the accumulated stuff that had accumulated around that mast ς 
buckets, tarps, flippers, lifejackets, rope etc etc. 
 
aŀǊƪ ǘƻƻƪ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ƻŦ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǘǊǳƭȅ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ άaȅ DŀƭƭŜȅ wǳƭŜǎέ ƻǊiginality dished up what he 
ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ¢Ƙŀƛ ¢ǳƴŀ /ǳǊǊȅ /ƘƛŎƪŜƴ /ƻƳōƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ Χ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ά/ƻƳōƛƴŀǘƛƻƴέ ŘŜƴƻǘŜǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ƳƻǊŜ 
ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘǎ Χ ōǳǘ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŜŀƴ άƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ Ǉƻǘ ς ƛŜ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜŘέ Χ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƘŜǊŜ 
becaǳǎŜ L ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ ōƻƪ/ƘƻȅΣ ƎǊŜŀƴ ōŜŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƻƴƛƻƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ŦǊƛŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ǎŀǳŎŜǇŀƴ ǘƻ ƭŀǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ 
ƭŜŦǘƻǾŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ά5ƻƭǇƘƛƴ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅέ ǘǳƴŀ.  Lƴ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅΣ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ 
tasted delicious! 

Moses helps out with the lines as Chimere fuels up 

http://msm.org.au/wp-content/gallery/2017-mission-2/Chimere-tops-up-her-tanks-with-419-litres.JPG
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{ƻƳŜ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ Ƴŀȅ ǊŜŎŀƭƭ 9ŘŘƛȅ .ŀǳƭΣ Ƴȅ ǘǊǳǎǘȅ ά{ŜǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ DƻƻŘ .ƻŀǘ /ŀǊŜέ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘ 
ŀƎƻ ǎŀƴŘΣ ǎŎǊŀǇŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ Ǉŀƛƴǘ /ƘƛƳŜǊŜΩǎ ŘŜŎƪΤ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ ŎŀƳŜ ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎ ƭƛƴŜ Χ άŀ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ ŎŀƴΩǘ 
ǇŀƛƴǘΣ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŀ ǿƛŦŜέΦ 
 
Well Eddiy called me out of the blue the 
other day and after some attempts at 
catching up over the past few days we 
finally had a decent chat tonight and if 
ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƻǳǘ ƘŜΩƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ŀōƻŀǊŘ 
on Wednesday to help us scrub the decks 
and do some touch-up work.  
 
Eddiy explained that in the last month he 
has already travelled to his (remote) 
island of Mataso, north of Efate, and has 
started his home. With a bit more work ς 
and income ς ƘŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀōle to return again 
to his island with more materials to 
maybe finish the job. I wonder if he has 
any photos !!  
 
Not sure what the average cost of a 
house-and-land-ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜ ƛǎ ƻƴ aŀǘŀǎƻΣ ōǳǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ 9ŘŘƛȅΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǇƻƴŘŜǊƻǎŀ ǘƘŜƴ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ know, I 
Ŏŀƴ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ƻƴ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ΗΗ bƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ƛǘΣ 9ŘŘƛȅ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘΣ ƘŜΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ 
building the house. 
 
Tomorrow we intend to sail a bit further around the coast, to Havannah IŀǊōƻǳǊΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ DƛŘŜƻƴΩǎ [ŀƴŘƛƴƎΣ 
ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ǘŜŀƳ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ŀōƻŀǊŘ ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ƻǳǊ ǿŀȅ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ tƻǊǘ 
Vila to start final preparations for the start of Mission 2. 
 
!ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ά{ƪƛǇǇŜǊ Hand-hǾŜǊέ LΩǾŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ tƘƛƭ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ƘƛǇǎ [ƻƎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ōŜƭƻǿΦ 
!ƴŘ ƛƴ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎΣ L ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŘŀǘŜ мт-7-мтΣ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
while. 
 
Smooth seas, fair breeze and countdown to Mission 2 
 
Rob Latimer 
  

  

²ŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǘŜǊ ǘƛŎƪ ƻǾŜǊ Χ ǘƘŜ 
excitement of the fuel dock ?! 
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I have arrived. 

 

Monday 17 July 2017 
 
After the long trek out of the 
Melbourne cold it was a 
wonderful thing to land in the 
warmth of Vanuatu. 
 
Fortunately after clearing Customs 
I spied Rob as it is quite daunting 
to walk out into the Port Vila 
street. The streets are very 
different to what we are used to 
in Australia. So an interesting ride 
in a local bus (like an Indonesian 
Bemo) to the waterfront and the 
dinghy ride out to Chimere. 
 
What a pleasant surprise to see 
Chimere looking so good. Well 
done Rob for all the work 
completed since I saw her last. 
{ƘŜΩǎ ǎŎǊǳōōŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇŀƛƴǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
looking great.  
 
And what an amazing anchorage off the holiday units on Iririki Island. Good to meet  
my fellow crew, Mark.  
 
After a good sleep we were up early and off to the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu office where we took part in their 
devotions at 7.30am. We had the opportunity to meet with a number of the Medical team that operate out of the 
offices, nice people. 
 
Then to the Vanuatu Telecom office, the office is a lady under an umbrella on the street. She took out money and 
loaded the sim ready for internet reception. All good, we now have communications. 
Changed some money then back to the waterfront via the local market. 
 
Following lunch we raised the anchor and motored over to the fuel dock and filled up ready for Mission 2, to the 
islands to the north. After leaving the dock we headed west, raised the sails and made our way around to tonightΩs 
anchorage behind Hideaway Island, one of VanuatuΩs tourist getaways, you can post a letter from underwater here. 
 
A very interesting introduction to what we will see over the next 3 weeks. The locals are very grateful for what Rob 
has been doing for their country. 
 
Phil Wicks 
 
(Skipper Mission 2) 
 
 
Edith West, Scott Michelle Wilson, Elke Hofmann, Agnes Webb, Carmel Noble, Liz Broadbent liked this post 

  

Chimere makes a handsome site in front of Iririki Island 

https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/1396580187048085
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/1715705358735119
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/10213653694323699
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/1251515651626995
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/299487046875522
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/266557600172297
http://msm.org.au/wp-content/gallery/2017-mission-2/Change-of-view-with-Iririki-in-the-background.JPG
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Test run to Gideonõs Landing 

Tuesday 18 July 2017 
  
Port Vila Harbour  
 
Overnight Rob came up with the brilliant idea that we do today what 
we are going to do Friday. So after a most pleasant night behind 
Hideaway Island we lifted the anchor at about 6am. 
 
The plan was to sail to Havannah Harbour in the north west of the 
island of Efate and look for Gideons Landing where we are to pick up 
the Medical Team on Friday. With the wind behind us we set the sails 
and had a very pleasant sail up the west coast of the island. 
 
When we arrived in the very large harbour it was out with the phone 
to refer to google maps to see if we could narrow down where to go. 
That worked. Meanwhile Rob was able to speak with Gideon himself 
and we were guided onto his mooring and invited ashore. 
 
A very pleasant time sitting in DƛŘŜƻƴΩǎ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ǿƘƛƭŜ wƻō 
and Gideon discussed their shared best friends. While talking, Gideon 
sent a photo of himself and Rob to their Vanuatu friend in Melbourne 
then they had a three way phone conversation.  
 
The technology available today in the most remote parts of the world 
is amazing.  It was quite a heavy beat into the wind to get back to Port 
Vila, I imagine that was good experience for getting back from the 
islands in the north in three weeks time. 
 
So Rob, it was a good plan, Mark and I are now very comfortable about 
where to go and what to do Friday. 
Fair winds, flat seas and DƛŘŜƻƴΩǎ landed. 
  
Phil Wicks  
  
 
wƻōǎ ƴƻǘŜ Χ  
It was a glorious anchorage in the lee of Hideaway Island, although 
when the wind died off around midnight the effect of the swell, as 
slight as it was, beam-on produced an unexpected roll.  
 
Not a big roll but enough to cause something in the forward region of the boat, 
ǿƘŜǊŜ L ƴƻǿ ǊŜǎƛŘŜΣ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƭƻƻǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜōȅ ǇǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ŀ άŎƭǳƴƪέ Χ άŎƭǳƴƪέ Χ άŎƭǳƴƪέ 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ н ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŀƭΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜƴ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŀ άŎƭǳƴƪέ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƳƛǎǎŜŘΣ 
thereby upsetting the half-ŀǎƭŜŜǇ ƳƛƴŘΩǎ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴŜǾƛǘŀōƭȅ coming 
next.   
 
!ƴŘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōŀƴŎŜΧ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ 
the smallest of sounds gets magnified through a steel hull on a still night.  In the end 
the need for sleep overcame all and the origins of the noise will have to remain a 
mystery.  
It was an early breakfast, and in my case I had it on the way, because we were on 
our way just after six, around the point to Havannah Harbour about three hours 
away. 

Gideon & Rob and the tranquil serenity of 
IŀǾŀƴƴŀƘ IŀǊōƻǳǊ ϧ DƛŘŜƻƴΩǎ ƭŀƴŘƛƴƎ 

http://msm.org.au/wp-content/gallery/2017-mission-2/Gideon.jpg
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This was to be something of a test run, first to find Gideons Landing and then second, to locate a place to stop when 
Phil and his trusty crew ς Mark, Todd and Vic return in earnest on Friday to pick up the medical team.   
  
In the end it was a very successful 
excursion and having been made 
aware that Gideon and I had a 
mutual friend in an Australian 
woman (about my age), Alison 
Haysey, it was great to see how 
modern communications could 
instantly bring the three of us 
together as Gideon first emailed a 
photo and the called Alison who 
just happened to be 
available.  Just amazing.   
 
Gideon allowed us to use his 
mooring, which was far more 
satisfactory than dropping an 
anchor because I knew he was 
keen to protect his coral and giant 
clams- situated  
just metres off the beach. 
  
{ƻ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ά9Ŏƻέ 
holiday with a difference- 
including some serious fishing ς 
check our Gideons Landing if 
Facebook  
  
The trip back from Havannah, 
round the aptly named Devils 
Point, was a bit on the lumpy side 
at times, but now we are 
anchored once more in tranquil 
Port Vila Harbour; just off Iririki 
Island 
  
With just 3 sleeps before I head 
home my list of  
άŦƛƴŀƭ ǘŀǎƪǎέ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ 
shorterΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ 
be happening.  LΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ 9ŘŘƛȅ 
working on the deck again 
ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ǎƻ ƛǘΩƭƭ ōŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ŎŀǘŎƘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ 
  
Rob Latimer  
 
Edith West, Glenys Janssen-Frank, Arianna Albertazzi, Jennifer Fenton, Dorothy Russell Viney, Carmel Noble liked this post 

  

DƛŘŜƻƴΩǎ [ŀƴŘƛƴƎΣ IŀǾŀƴƴŀƘ IŀǊōƻǳǊ ς ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭƭȅ ǇŀƛƴǘŜŘ ŘŜŎƪ Χ 

The sail back in the afternoon was a bit lumpy off Devils 
Point 

https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/1396580187048085
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/4092998178596
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/10152440492930466
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/10213972870943739
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/804439869729253
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/299487046875522
http://msm.org.au/wp-content/gallery/2017-mission-2/Gideons-Landing-from-the-deck-of-Chimere.JPG
http://msm.org.au/wp-content/gallery/2017-mission-2/Too-calm-on-the-way-there-can-often-mean-its-a-bit-lumpy-on-the-way-back.JPG


18 
 

All together now 

 
Wednesday 19 July 2017 
Port Vila Harbour 
 
Rob started the day picking up Eddiy, the 
seriously good boat care person, to come 
aboard for some jobs that needed doing. 
Suspect Rob may be helping Eddiy in his 
quest to build his house and find a wife. 
 
Rob and I made our way up to the PCV 
office for some final preparations for 
Mission 2. Then down the street to 
negotiate with the local money changers 
for local currency to use for 
accommodation transport etc. As it was a 
significant amount we were able to get a 
better than offered rate.  
 
Worth noting that the rate for exchanging 
cash in Port Vila was something like 30% better than the rate reportedly received from the Flight Centre in 
Melbourne. Anyone coming this way, be aware. 
 
Nicola from the PCV office was good enough to take us up the street with jerry cans to collect 115 litres of petrol for 
the dinghies and do a small amount of shopping. Thank you Nicola. We are fortunate to have Nicola join us as crew 
for the sail on Friday. 

 
¢ƘƻǳƎƘǘ LΩŘ ǘǊȅ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎǳǎǘƻƳ 
today, siesta from 11.30 to 1.30, 
ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘΦ 
Although a little frustrating when you 
want lures and the fishing supplies 
shop is closed. 
 
Rob made his way to the airport once 
again to meet the last crew members 
to join us, Vic and Todd. Great to 
meet them. Not sure if they thought 
it was so great when we had them 
straight into rehearsing swinging the 
big dinghy over the edge among 
other things. 
  
Looking forward to us all having a  

                     good time serving the medical crew 
over the next couple weeks.   
 
The day has finished with Mark excelling himself once again by dishing up a very nice Tuna casserole straight from 
the ships cook book. Twas very nice. Tank Yu Tumas Mark from all of us. 
 
Fair winds and smooth seas and all together now 
 
Phil Wicks 

Eddiy, back aboard to do some cleaning, scraping and painting  

Loading up with outboard fuel, Phil 
takes care on the wonky pontoon 

http://msm.org.au/wp-content/gallery/2017-mission-2/Eddiy-Baul-back-for-a-days-work-scrubbing-the-deck.JPG
http://msm.org.au/wp-content/gallery/2017-mission-2/Phil-loading-the-last-of-the-petrol-drums.JPG
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wƻōΩǎ note 
 
Two sleeps to goΧ 
 
The clock is ticking on my time here in Vanuatu. The 
new skipper and crew are aboard and the good ship 
Chimere is running like a well-oiled ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜ Χ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ 
L ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘΦ 
 
I picked up Eddiy around 8:00am from the dinghy wharf 
and he stuck at the scrubbing and sanding and painting 
all day, ably supervised by Mark who remained aboard 
baking bread, cleaning, charging the batteries and 
catching up on a range of other jobs. 
 
Eddiy explained that in building his house  
ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ƻŦ aŀǘŀǎƻ ƘŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ƭƛƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ άǊƻŎƪǎέ ƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀŎƘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƴ ōǳǊƴǘ 
on a fire and uses this, mixed with sand and water, to render branch woven walls. Quite a process! 
 
It was good to pick up the new crew members Vic and Todd at the airport and to see everyone starting to settle in 
aboard. 
 
IƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻǎΧ 
 
Rob Latimer 
 
 
 
Norma Walker, Julie Brown, Nigel Anderson, 
 Raymond Wicks, Phil Wicks,  
Jennifer Fenton, Larissa Quigg, Liz Ogden, 
 Carmel Noble, Agnes Webb,  
Edith West, Liz Broadbent liked this post 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mataso after Cyclone Pam 
Published on Mar 22, 2015 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xGbiUOrGTP4 
 
The rocks where they hid the children and all the adults huddled Around them in the open shielding  
them from the wind. 

New crew, Vic (in the bow) and Todd 
come straight from the airport 

All together and ready for action, 
l-r Mark, Vic, Todd and Phil 

https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/646772092198853
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/1001598483316573
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/1457211674372665
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/1721596681214375
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/10213123617189375
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/10213972870943739
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/430199674031431
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/1057721437705627
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/299487046875522
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/1251515651626995
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/1396580187048085
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/266557600172297
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xGbiUOrGTP4
http://msm.org.au/wp-content/gallery/2017-mission-2/Its-official-Vic-and-Todd-have-arrived-in-Port-Vila.JPG
http://msm.org.au/wp-content/gallery/2017-mission-2/Chimeres-new-crew-l-r-Mark-Vic-Todd-and-skipper-Phil.JPG
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Weõre ready now 

 
Thursday 20th July 2017 
Port Vila Harbour 
 
aŀǊƪ ǿŀǎ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎƘƛǇΧ ƴƻ ǎƻǊǊȅΣ ǘƻ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ Ƙƛǎ Ǿƛǎŀ ŀǎ ƘŜ ƛǎ ǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘƘŜ 
standard 30 days allowed on your normal visa. 
 
Vic, Todd and I took the opportunity to walk the street 
and check out the market.  Rob was off for a 
presentation at a combined churches gathering. All busy 
in our own ways. 
 
After a swim and lunch on Chimere, Rob and Mark 
headed for the wholesale store for final provisions for 
our time in the wilderness. 
 
And home comes Rob having commandeered another of 
his friends to bring out a load of provisions. Would you 
believe his friend works with the water police in Victoria, 
ƘƻǇŜ Ƙƛǎ ōƻǎǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƴƻ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ 
of overloading being an offence here. 
 
bŜȄǘΣ aŀǊƪ ŀǊǊƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ /ƘƛƳŜǊŜΩǎ ŘƛƴƎƘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōƻŀǘ ƭƻŀŘ 
of friends. There was Deb from PCV health, Annette who 
along with her husband is doing several months 
ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ t/±Σ 5ŀǾƛŘ ŀ ŘŜƴǘƛǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ .ŀƭƭŀǊŀǘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƴŘ /ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜΣ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘ 
daughter from the Gold Coast, with Mark driving. 
 
Tonight Rob and Mark have headed around to the boat club on special invitation from the Germans that they 
rescued in Resolution bay a couple weeks ago. No doubt there will be more stories to be told. 
 
Tomorrow the adventure begins, Rob leaves at 5am for a 
7am flight home. Rob, I know ƛǘΩǎ been a long haul for 
you from so many aspects. You have done an amazing 
job getting the boat ship shape and to get all the teams 
together. Go home knowing it has been a job well done, 
your Mission 2 sailing team hope they too can do you 
proud. 
 
Tomorrow we are off to Havannah Harbour. 
 
CŀƛǊ ǿƛƴŘǎΣ ǎƳƻƻǘƘ ǎŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ƴƻǿΦ 
 
Phil Wicks 
 
Bindu Susan Winter, Scott Michelle Wilson, Nigel Anderson, Glenys Janssen-
Frank, Phil Wicks, Jennifer Fenton, Carmel Noble, Liz Ogden, Julie 
Brown, Larissa Quigg, Agnes Webb liked this post 

  

Rob and bags of donated caps and clothes for distribution around the 
remote islands, hitch a ride out to Chimere with fellow yachtie Bradley 

Mark brings visitors out for afternoon tea, 
l-r Deb, Charlotte, Annette & David  

https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/1734989926528462
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/1715705358735119
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/1457211674372665
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/4092998178596
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/4092998178596
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/10213123617189375
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/10213972870943739
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/299487046875522
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/1057721437705627
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/1001598483316573
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/1001598483316573
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/430199674031431
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/1251515651626995
http://msm.org.au/wp-content/gallery/2017-mission-2/20170720_152310.jpg
http://msm.org.au/wp-content/gallery/2017-mission-2/20170720_160150_resized.jpg
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Have we got some stories 

 
Friday 21st July 2017 
Havanna Harbour 
 
bŀƘ ǎƻǊǊȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳΣ ŀƭƭ L Ŏŀƴ ǎŀȅ ƛǎ ǿŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘǳƭŎŜǘ 
tones singing Lilly Marlene coming through the companion 
way a little after eleven last night. Mark says he and Rob had a 
most enjoyable time celebrating the birthday of one of the 
Germans the Mission 1 team had rescued. I understand quite 
an emotional connection has been made through the 
traumatic event. 
 
Rob was dropped at the dinghy dock at 4.15 this morning and 
Mark saw that he was able to catch a bus to the airport. 
 
We collected Charlotte from shore at 8am then lifted the 
anchor and headed off for Havannah Harbour. We raised the 
sails and made our way in the gentle breeze. Hooked up to the  
mooring in front of Gideons Landing a very nice way to start 
our mission. 
 
The crew including Charlotte enjoyed a swim, a siesta and a 
walk to the small marina before finalising things ready for the 
medical people to hit. 
 
The medical team arrived around 5.30 and several loads of 
bags were transferred to Chimere. Then we all had a very nice 
meal at Gideons with a briefing from Richard on what we are 
to expect over the next couple of weeks. A nice way to start.  
 
²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ мо ǎƭŜŜǇƛƴƎ ŀōƻŀǊŘ ǘƻƴƛƎƘǘΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ǎƻǊǘŜŘ ōǳƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ 
all with the crew on deck. The anchorage is being kind to us so 
we pray all have a good nights sleep. 
 
Tomorrow we sail to Emae Island about 40 nautical miles to 
the north east.  
 
Fair winds, smooth sees and have we got some stories. 
 
Phil Wicks 
Rae-Ellen Graham, Phil Wicks, Denise 
Stephenson, Janine O'Loughlin, Robyn 
Clarke, Carmel Noble, Tanya Steven, Liz 
Broadbent, Julie Brown, Agnes 
Webb, Jennifer Fenton, Dorothy Russell 
Viney liked this post 

 
  

It could ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜǎ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ Χ 

Heiner, Ede and Rob celebrate the earlier rescue 
ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ IŜƛƴŜǊΩǎ с7th 
ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ά²ŀǊ IƻǊǎŜ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ϧ .ŀǊέ Χ 
this is around the time the karaoke started 

Rob heads out to the airport around 4:30am (after 4 hours 
sleep) after an exciting time as skipper on Mission 1 and a big 
night out celebrating with his two new best German friends 

Ballarat dentist Dr David Goldsmith and his granddaughter Charlotte 
share some time aboard Chimere.  (Charlotte returned the next 
morning for the sail around to Havannah Harbour where the 
medical team gathered for the start of Mission 2)  

https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/863591650333320
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/10213123617189375
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/1397546086950733
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/1397546086950733
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/10209519272207964
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/10213394112431371
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/10213394112431371
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/299487046875522
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/10211916108970540
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/266557600172297
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/266557600172297
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/1001598483316573
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/1251515651626995
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/1251515651626995
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/10213972870943739
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/804439869729253
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/804439869729253
http://msm.org.au/wp-content/gallery/2017-mission-2/Homeward-bound.JPG

































































